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PREFACE. 


AN embaffy to China was a new event in the diplo- 
matic hiftory of this country, and very naturally excited 
a general curiofity concerning it: for, without confider- 
ing the great commercial objc&s it had in view, the 
univerfal ignorance which prevailed refpe@ing the inte- 
rior parts of that empire, and the conféquent novelty 
which muft be produced by any-authe:cit hittory of it, 
would irrefiftibly attra@ the attention of our enlightened 
country, to the only civilifed nation in the world, whofe 
jealous laws forbid the intrufion of any other people. 


It is not my defign to examine thofe writers who have 
preceded me on the fubje& of China: it is not for me to 


point out their contradiétions, or difplay their fabulous 
interpo- 


( vi ) 
interpolations—my only bufinefs is to relate what I faw i in 
the courte of this embaffy, in every part of which I had 


i 
the Honour to attend Lord Macartney, who was appoisied 


to be the reprefentative of his Britannic Majefty at the 
Court of Pékih. 


The difadvantages which opprefs the trade of Euro- 
pean countries with China are well known, and to remove 
them in bekalf of our own, was an obje& well worthy 
the attentive wifdom of our government. It was not, 
however, a mere fpeculative project; as a fufficient inti- 
mation had been made to the Court of London, that an 
Ambaffador from thence would be gracioufly received by - 
the Emperor of China: miniiters, therefore, aéed with a 
{trict political attention to the commercial interefts of 
this country, by preparing an embafly, fuited to the 
dignity of the Court of Great Britain, and fitted out in a 
manner to attra@ the attention of the Chinefe people, as 
well as to command the refpeét, and fecure the regard of 


the Court of Pek, 


The Honourable Colonel Cathcart was, accordingly, in- 
vefted, in the year 1788, with the i important charaéter of 
minifter from this country to the Empire of Chiha; a mans 
whofe fuperior talents, amiable manners, fhrewd fagacity 
and aétive perfeverance qualified him, in a pre-eminent de- 
gree, to forward the important objeéts of his mjffion: but 

the 
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the premature death of that able, excellent, and accom- 
plifhed man, which happened on his voyage, thwarted the 
progrefs of the embaffy he was appointed to conduct; 
ana as no perfon had been named in the King’s com’: 
miffion, to fucceed to his diplomatic ofljees if he thould 
not reach the place of his deftination,/ “that cmbafly died 
with him ; and may be faid to have been buried on the 
diftant fhere where his athes repofe. 


The wife attentions of government were not, however, 
to be turned afide from fuch an important, national objet 
as a commercial alliance between the Courts of London 
and Pekin: the charaéter of .Ambaffador to China was 
accordingly revived, with additional fplendor, in the per- 
fon of Earl Macartney ; and an embafly was re-appointed 
in fuch a manner as became the empire it was to repre- 
fent—and the empire before which it was to appear. 


It 1s impoffible to fpeak in higher termseof'the anxious 
care and liberal attention of goveynment.to this diplomatic 
miffion than it deferves. The fuperior talents which 
dire& the board of controul, arid the commercial fpirit 
which animates the direction of the Eaft India Company, 
combined to form thofe arrangements which certainly 
deferved fuccefs, if they did not obtain it. No narrow, 
or fordid views, mingled with the preparations of it: 
the means of exterior figure, and the allurements of 

I national 
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national productions, in every branch of art, fcience, 
and manufacture, were amply fupplied; and though ,the 
embaffy has failed in its object, its failure cannob }be 
attributed to thofe who framed and fafhibned: it inthis 
country, and fet-it forward to its diftant deftination. 


I have accurately related every circumftance that came 
under my obfervation, with many occurrences which I 
‘I heard from thofe, whofe authority it would be imper- 
tinence, to fay no worfe, in me to refift.. My defign is 
to attempt no more than I am qualified to fulfil; and 
this volume will be more particularly found to contain a 
faithful account of the Brisith,embafly, with its progrefs 
through China, from the time that the Lion man of war, 
and the Hindoftan Eaft-India ,Company’s thip, anchored 
befure Mettow, in the Yellow fea, to its arrival at Can- 
ton. This Narrative is faithfully given according to the 
beft of my abilities, and from the moft accurate obfer- 
vations in my power to make, during the journey of the 
embafly by land,or its .voyages by water, or its tem- 
porary refidence in Pekin and Tartary. 


Others, who poffefs a brilliant fancy, or a glowing 
. imagination, might .give to their defcription of the 
fcenes through which this volume will condué the rea- 
der, thofe bright colours which we fee on the Chinefe 

mranrafac- 
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manufaétures that are imported into this country, to de- 
cbrate the apartments of elegant opulence: but my prin- 
c.pal obje& is to give a ftrong and accurate outline of the 
picture ; and I would rather be acculgdwof the dulnets 
and tautology of truth, than rifque aAifpicion that IT had 
facrificed to a creative imagination. Indced, ima jour- 
ney, or a voyage, or by whatever name it may be dif 
tinguifhed, of upwards of two thoufand miles, fome re- 
petition mutt be expeéted and forgiven, not only from a 
fimilitude of objeéts, but from the impoffibility of dif- 
playing, by literal defcription, thofe differences between 
them, which, though evident to the eye, cannot be tranf- 
ferred to the page. Cities, towns and villages, mountains 
and rocks, rivers, canals and lakes, &c. &c. will often- 
times admit of nothing more than general denominations. 
The regularity, alfo, with which the Britith embaffy was 
conduéted in its progrefs through China, will give an 
occafional uniformity to the narration, that may fome- 
times check the intereft which, I truft, it will be gene- 
rally found to excite: but I beg leave to affure the reader 
that, if unfortunately he fhould not be always amufed by 
this work, he will never be intentionally deceived; and 
the merit of faithful reprefentation is all I have to claim, 
and all I with to receive. 


I have preceded the hiftory .of the journey through 
China with an account of the voyage to it; and have 


confequently mentioned places which have already been 
defcribed 


( x ) 


defcribed by others, and are to be found in the volumes 
of modern geography ; but I was advifed by thofe, | on 
whofe judgment I could very muci rely, to give this 
introductory part of it, according to my own knew- 
ledge, and fom, the refult of my own  obferva- 


tion. 


I have alfo added the journal of the Lion nd the 
Hindoftan from Chufan to Canton, as it contains much 
curious and ufeful information relative to the navigation 
of a long range of the coafts of China not generally 
known, and may be, therefore, important to the future 
voyager of the feas that wafh them. The river of Can- 
ton is fo well known, that I have compreffed my account 
of it into a very fmall compafs. The homeward-bound 
voyage, alfo, which was accompanied with no circum- 
ftance worthy of particular attention, is contained in a 
few pages. To thefe I have added a fhort gloflary of 
fuch Chinefe words and expreffions, as I had myfelf ac- 
quired, and no more. 


As to the names of cities, villages, &e. I have given 
the orthography according to their founds, and as I was 
inftructed by thofe natives, whofe knowledge of the 
Englifh language was fufficient to affift me. 


As 
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I fhall offer no apology to my country for publifhing 
the journal of a voyage, which had excited fuch uni- 
verfal attention. If this volume contains a faithful nar- 
rative of the public tranfactions of the late embaffy to 
China, with fuch an account of the caamty and its inha- 
bitants, as the circumftances of it# and mode of travel- 
ling through it, would allow ; an apology mutt be confi- 
dered as infulting the public, to whom the work is pre- 
fented: and, if it fhould be found to contain nothing 
that can intereft or amufe the public, the book itfelf 
will be an infult, and beyond the reach of apology. 


But I indulge myfelf ine better expectations ; nor am 
I without a flattering hope, that this volume contains 
information which will, gratify reafonable curiofity, and 
enlarge the knowledge of a country fo little known to 
the other nations of the globe. 


Weftminfler, MarfoamSireet, 
April 2, 1795. 
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NARRATIVE OF A VOYAGE 


TO AND FROM 


CHINA, Se. Ge. 





CHAP. T. 
From England to Batavia. 


Every neceflary arrangement having been made, the Right Hon, 
Earl Macartney, with his whole fuitey,went, from the Point at Portf- 
mouth, in feveral barges, ou board the Lion man of war, then lying 
at Spithead. 





Hoifted in the launch—fired the fignal. gun for all the officers and 
nitswon fhore to repair on board. 


Ateleven A.M. a 2 fignal + was made for the Hindoftan and the Jack. 
all to weigh : the Alfred and Orion of feventy-four guns weighed at 
the fame time ;, and, at five o’clock in the afternoon, we took our final 


wa eink from Spithead. 


We gotl into Torbay, where we found a Hannibal and Niger men 
of war. Sir George and Mr. Staunton, with Dr. Gillan, went afhore, 
and penetrated’. into the country as fax as Exeter ; from whence they 
returned the next: ay, 
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A leak was repaired that had fprung in the fide of the Lion. 


We made land at an early hour of this morning; and at eigh«: 
faw the Deferter’s Ifland at the diftance of about four leagues; and 
the ifland of Porto Santo at the diftance of about threc leagues. Thefe 
iflands are fubjegt go the crown of Portugal, and form a part of the 
Madeiras: the latter of them is chiefly appropriated as a place of 
exile for thofe who commit any petty depredations on the ifland of 
Madeira: It is about fifteen miles in circumference, and very moun- 
tainous: it contains no harbours ; but has a large bay wherein fhips 
may be tolerably fecure, except when the wind blows from the fouth- 
weft ; and is frequented by Indiamen outward and homeward bound. 
The ifland produces corn, but in no great quantity ; it has alfo paf- 
turage for cattle ; and its thickets furnifh fhelter for wild bears. The 
inhabitants, who are few in number, are fubject to the government 
of Madcira. The Defart, or Deferter’s Ifland, is an inconfiderable 
barren rock, and ferves alfo as a prifon for criminals, who are there 
obliged to pay the penance of their offences by various kinds of labour. 


We arrived in Funchal Bay, in the ifland of Madeira, and anchored 
in forty-four fathom water; the town of Funchal being to- the 
N.N. EF: about a mile. 


After breakfaft, Lieutenant Campbell was fent on fhore to +h. 
governor of the Madeiras, to notify the arrival of Lord Macartney ; 
and, on the return of that officer, the Lion faluted the garrifon with 
thirteen guns, which was immediately returned. The Britifh Conful 
then came on board, attended by feveral Englith gentlemen, among 
whom were the moft refpectable merchants of the place, to pay their 
refpects to the Ambaffador, and to invite him afhore. . . 


His Lordfhip having accepted of the invitation, the fhip’s company 
were ordered to get themfelves clean dreffed in white jackets and 
trowfers as preparatory for manning the yards: and, as I publith 
this Narrative, not merely for the ufe of feamen, but for the entertain- 

ment, 
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ment, and, as I hope, for the information of thofe who know nothing 
of maritime life, I fhall endeavour to explain what is underftood by 
manning the yards; a ceremonial never obferved but on particular 
occafions, as well as in honour of diftinguifhed characters, and has 
not only a very peculiar, but, in fome degree,,a very Beautiful effect. 
The fluip’s company being all equipped in their be cloathing, the 
failors ftand upright on the yard-arms, as clofe to cach other as the 
fituation will admit, with their hands clafpgd together, and their arms 
extended ; ropes being drawn acrofs, to prevent them from falling, 
In this curious manner the whole yards of the fhip are filled with men 
up to the main-top- -gallant royal. In this pofition the fhip’s corapany 
remained, tili Lord Macartney had landed on the ifland. 


On this occafion the matroffes were drawn up under arms on the 
larboard fide of the quarter-deck, and the marines on the ftarboard 
fide, lining both fides of the deck, as far as the accommodation Jadder. 
The troops faluted his Lordfhip as he pafled from the cabin, and the 
band of mufic continued playing till he had left the fhip. Lord 
Macartney and Sir Erafmus Gower proceeded in one barge, and the 
gentlemen of the -fuite followed in another. ‘The Lion then fired a 
falute of fifteen guis, which was anfwered by the fame number from 
the fort on fhore. On this occaiion every mark of mutual refpect was 
paid, while the Governor of Madeira, with the Britifh Conful and the 
Psncipal inhabitants, were ready at the landing-phace to welcome the 
Ambaffador on his arrival at the ifland. 


I went on fhore this morning after breakfaft, with feveral of the 
midfhipmen, and landed at Brazen-head rock. Oppofite to this 
landing-place ftands a rock called the Loo, in which there is a pretty 
flrong fort, furrounded with a rampart, mounted with feveral picces 
of cannon, and garrifoned with foldiers. This rock is in the form of a 
pillar, being very high, perpendicular on all fides, and commands the 
bay: the only entrance to the fort is by a narrow flight of fteps hewn out 
of the rock, and properly guarded. It is fituated about three quarters of 
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a mile from the fhore, and in water of near forty fathom, fo that 
there can be no communication with the land but by means of boats, 
The landing-place of the ifland is to the north-weit of the Loo rock, 
and from the depth of the fea, which, at the water’s edge. is fifteen 


- fathom, the violence of the furf and the rocky fhore, is extremely 


dangerous. StepPs«are formed in the rock to afcend to the top of it, 
which comraunicate with the road ‘to Funchal, the principal town of 
the ifland. 


This road is very rough and“ narrow, being no more than four feet 
and an half in breadth, with a low wall on either fide. It firft leads 
to an high afcent, on each fide of which are a few unenviable dwel- 
lings of the lower clafs of inhabitants. On the fucceeding declivity is. 
a fmall church, in the front of which there is an altar and a crofs,. 
which is fuppofed to poffefs fome healing powers of peculiar efficacy, 
as we faw feveral poor wretches afflicted with various difeafes, lying 
naked there, and expofing their bodies covered with fores and blotches. 
The church has fo little the appearance of any thing like a place dedi- 
cated to the worfhip of God, that, till I perceived the crofs, which. 
was its diftinguifhing decoration, it appeared to me to be a barn or 
ftable ; at the fame time I was informed, that the infide of it was very 
properly fitted up and furnifhed for the facred purpofe to which it was. 
dedicated. Its fituation is beautiful beyond defcription : it ftands in 
a very elevated pofition, commands a very grand and extenfive view 
of the fea, with Porto Santo and the Deferter’s Hland ; overlooking, at. 
the fame time, the charming vineyards in its own immediate vicinity.. 
Many delightful gardens are feen on either fide of the road, abounding, 
in dcliclous fruits ; and, on the northern fide of it, the vineyards. 
{tretch away to the extremity of the rock, which poffeffes a perpendi.. 
eular height of feveral hundred feet above the fea. 


About half a mile beyond the church is the entrance: to the town of: 
Funchal, through a gate, from whence a mean, dirty, narrow ftreet: 
leads to a public walk difpofed in the form of a garden, which has a. 

principal: 


Clq 
principal alley or avenue in the center, with orange and other trees on 
either fide of it, and lamps placed between them: the whole is 
terminated by the cathedral church,. a large Gothic building, which 
is fitted up in a very fuitable manner for the purpofes of that religian 
to whicn it is confecrated. 


I went after breakfaft to the houfe of the Britith ConfyJ, which is in 
the neighbourhood of the cathedral ; and fagyLord Macartney, attended 
by his whole fuite, among whom was the Hon. Mr. Weft, brother 
to the Eas} of De Lawarr, dreffed fn the uniform of the embaffy, 
walk in proceffion to vifit the Governor of the ifland; who reccived the 
Ambaffador with every mark of attention and refpe@, and requefted 
his company to dinner on the fucceeding day. His Lordthip then 
xeturned to the Conful’s in the fame. order and formality. 


As in the afternoon of this day J completed my view of this place, 
I fhall here finifh my account of it. 


Madeira is extremely nfountainous, and prefents a moft beautiful 
object from the bay. It lies between thirty-two and thirty-three de- 
grees of north latitude, and between eighteen and nineteen degrees of 
weit longitude from London. Its length is feventy-five miles, and its 
breadth thirty. In the center of the fouthern fide of the ifland, at a 
{niall diftance from the fea, and on the firft rife of an amphitheatre 
of hills, is the town of Funchal: its population is very confi- 
derable, and it contains feveral churches, as well as monaflcrics 
ef both fexes, of the different orders of the church of Rome: the 
houfes are built of ftone, antl the greater part of them are covered 
with white plafte:, and generally roofed with tiles: the ftrcets are 
very narrow, ill paved, and dirty, having no foot-path for paffengcrs, 
with all the inconvenience arifing from unequal ground and continua! 
declivity.. Except the refidence of the Governor, and of the Bri- 
tifh Conful, and the houfes of fome principal merchants, plafs is an 
article of very rare ufe: the houfes are in gencral about three ftorics 
high, with lattice windows, and balconies in the front, where the 
female inhabitants are continually feen to amufe thenifelves in obi. rv- 
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ing what happens in the fireets;-or converfing with thofe who are 
paffing along. There are neither courts, fquares, . or principal ftreets 
in this town; the whole place compoling. a feene of architectural 
deformity. The cuftom-houfe, which is on the fea fide, is furrounded 
by a rampart mounted+ with cannon, and contains barracks for foldiers. 





The town.is about three miles in length, and one in breadth. Its 
inhabitants confit of Portuguefe, mulattoes, negroes, and a few Eng- 
lifh, who refide there for the purpofes of commerce. The wine of 
this ifland, fo well known for its cordial and peculiar qualities, is the 
great object of its trade, ‘and the principal fource of its riches, The 
drefs of the poorer fort of people is a kind of cap,* made of cloth, 
which they wear inftead of an hat, a fhort jacket, and clumfy 
troufers, with a kind of boots of coarfe undrefked leather ; though 
many of the lower clafs are feen almoft naked, and manifeft no 
common appearance of diftrefs and mifery. The religion is catholic, 
and the clergy poffefs the famte power as in the mother country. The 
natives are of a very courteous difpofition, and treat ftrangers with 
all the punctilio of oS and politenefs. 


*'No carriages are kept m this ifland, but by the Governor and the 
Britifh Conful: the fubftitute for them, among the higher order of 
the inhabitants, is a very fine filk net, of various colours, capable of 
containing a perfon to fit in it: it is bome by two men, by nféans 
of a long pole run through the four corners, which draws the 
net clofe on each fide like a purfe; a filk curtain is then thrown over 
the pole, that entirely obfcures the perfon who fits in this curious 
vehicic, which ‘is the elegant mode of conveyance in vifits of cere- 
mony, and to the occafional entertainments of the place. Thefe, 
however, are always in private houfes, as there are no theatres, or 
any places of public entertainment, except the public garden, where 
there are frequent exhibitions of the moft brilliant fire-works. 


There are very few horfes in this ifland; mules and oxen being. 
principally employed both for draught and burden: nor is it eafy to 
4 conceive 
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conceive the fagacity and agility « of thefe, animals in adapting their’ 


powers to the inequalities of this very mountainous country. 


The military eftablifhment: of the: Madciras is very limited, and 
does not confift of more than three hundred men. The native militia, 
however, are numerous, but they : are never emBodied, , except in time 
of danger and alarm: Thefe. foldiers are métt Wretchedly clothed ; 
the regimental confifting of a very coarfe blue jacket, wath a veft and 
breeches of the fame colour ; the whole, kdund with a codue yellow 
wortted lace, and enlivened ‘with ‘red. facing. They wear on their 
heads a ktnd of leathern helmet ; but. the artillery foldiers are dif- 
tinguifhed by hats: their arms and accoutrements are of the worft 
kind, and kept in the worft order: in fhort, fuch was their appearance, 
that when fome of our matroffes and light horfemen were permitted 
to go on fhore, the inhabitaggs, from the fuperiority of their appear- 
ance, could not be perfuaded but that they were all officers itt the 
Britifh fervice. 


The town is defended towards the fea, from eaft to weft, by a 
ftrong wall, mounted with cannon, and a fort at citlfer end. The 
climate of Madeira is well known for its falubrious influence, as, 
excepting the month, of. January, when there are frequent rains, 
accompanied with violent. thunder, it feldom undergoes any change of 
feafon. Thofe who have money may purchafe here, as in other places, 
all the luxuries of life; but they in general bear a very extravagant 
ptice, though the firft people live in a ftile of great plenty and elegance. 


Even the wine, which, as it is the produce of the fpot, might 


naturally be . fuppofed to be purchafed at a reafonable rate, could 
not be obtained by us for lefs than four fhillings a bottle. This 
ifland, however, notwithftanding its mountainous ftate, muft be 
confidered, altogether, as a very fertile colony; and, as a picturefque 
object, nothing can exceed the romantic and beautiful views it con- 
tains, and the delightful {pots that are covered with gardens and vine- 
yards. 

Lord 
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partook of the attention paid to their. Lord) and were entertained es 
the greateft plenty, And th the moft agreeable manner, ‘beneath the fame 
roof, 








We, this morning, paid a vifit to ‘a convent of ladies, about three 
miles to the eaft of Funchal. ati is a very  handfome building, fituatcd 
near the fummit of. an hill the midft of vineyards, commanding ‘ 
a moft beautiful, various, and. extenfive profpect ; comprehending 
the adjacent country covered with gardens, the town of Funchal, and 
an expanfive view of the ocean. —Here ¢.nuns ate permitted to con- 
verfé very freely with ftrangers, whom’ they compliment with, toy: 
and other articles of their own ‘manufacture. I faw- among 
feveral very pretty women 3 who, as far as I could judge by. heir 
manners, feemed to regret the lofs of that’ fociety’ for which ‘they 
were formed, and to figh’ aftér:a communication. with the world, 
which they ws were re qualified to adom, 








Having taken a paitioutge” view fof this charming ‘fpot, we pro- 
ceeded to the country refidenct’ of the Governor, where, Lord Ma- 
cartncy and his fuite had been invited to dinner. ‘This entertdin- 
ment confifted of three very fplendid courfes of fifty difhes ; and at 


-a certain part of it, Lord Macartney propofed to'drink-the health of 


the King and the Royal Family of England ; which,’ being notified 
by a fignal, the Lion, at that inftant, fired a ‘yoyal falute of twenty-one 
guns ; and was immediately anfwered by the fame number of guns 
from the fort. ‘The Governor then obferved the’ fame cerethony re- 
{pecting the Royal Family of Portugal, which was followed by the 
fame falutes from the Portuguefe battery and Englifh man of war. A. 
very tine difplay of fire-works concluded the entertainment, «which | 
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was equally to the honour of the diftinguifhed potions who gave and 
received it. 


We returned on board, where we found feveral friars, whofe 
curiofity had led them to take a views of the fhip; where they were 
received with that kindnefs and hofpitality as to call, forth the moft 
grateful expreffions ; and to obtain from them, all” they had to give, 
their repeated benedictions. 


The entire forenoon of this day was employed in making prepara- 
tions for a’ breakfaft in the ward-room, to which Lord Macartney 
had invited the Governor of the ifland, the Britith Conful, and the 
principal inhabitants. This entertainment confifted of tca, coffee, 
and chocolate ; cold meats of all kinds, with fruits, jellics, and varicty 
of wines: the whole being decorated with ornamental confectionary. 
About noon Lord Macartney returned on board the Lion, with the 
ufual formalities ; and was foon féllowed by the Governor, with his 
attendants, in very clegant barges. The bifhop of Funchal accom- 
panied him on the Seerhank Vhe Britifh Conful arrived foon after 
them, The company then partook of the repaft, during which the 
healths of the royal familics of England and Portugal were drank 
with becoming ceremony; and, having taken a view of the fhip, 
they returned on fhore. In the evening we weighed anchor, and quit- 


ted Madeira. 


At five in the afternoon we faw the extreme points of Teneriffe ; 
at midnight we jaw the eaflt point of that ifland; and, carly in the 
morning, ftood in for land. 


We anchored in twenty-two fathom water in Santa Cruz bay; 
where we found a French frigate, who had called here on her home- 
ward bound paflage trom the Weft Indies ; but, in confequence of the 
revolution in France, fhe was detained till the pleafure of his 
Catholic Majefty fhould be known, refpecting the part he intended 
to take with the confederated powers, then at war with the national 
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aflembly. The Governor being then at the Grand Canary ifland, 
and the Commandant informing Lieutenant Campbell, that there was 
not a fufficicnt quantity of powder in the magazine to admit of a 
falute, that ceremonial was waved on the prefent occafion. 


The ifland af Teneriffe is one of the Canary iflands, and fubject 
to the King of Spain. It lies between twenty-cight and twenty-nine 
degreés~vorfM latitude, and between feventeen and eighteen degrees 
welt longlfiide. It is about fifty miles in length, twenty-five in 
breadth, and one hundred and fifty in circumference, Though it is 
the fecond in point of precedence, it is the moft confiderable with 
refpect to extent, riches, and commerce. The principal place in this 
ifland is the city of Laguna, and is the refidence of the Governor; 
but as we did not vifit it, I fhall confine myfelf to the defcription of 
Santa Cruz, before which we lay at anchor. 


This town lies on the north-eaf? fide of the ifland, and ‘has an haven 
for thipping; the beft anchorage not being more than half a mile from 
fhore, and very deep, with a rocky bottom. The fhore is bold and 
fteep, with the peak, which renders this ifland fo famous, rifing beyond 
it to the clouds. 


Santa Cruz is about three quarters of a mile in length, and half a 
mile in breadth: «he houfes are ftrongly built of ftone, and in the 
fame fafhion as thofe of Madeira. It has fevcral neat churches, two 
‘of which being decorated with large, fquare, and lofty towers, 
add much to the effect of the town from the bay. There is one 
pretty good ftreet, and not inconveniently paved ; but the reft anfwer 
to no other character than that of dirty lanes. There are two forts 
at the eaftern ard weftern end of the town which command the bay. 
‘There are but few troops in this or any of its fiftcr iflands, and they 
are equally deficient in cloathing, equipment, and difcipline. ‘The 


_militia is numerous, but never embodied, or called forth, except on 
very particular emergencies. [he town, though by no means large, 


is very populous: the inhabitants are chiefly Spanifh, and fuffer all the 
difadvantages 
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difadvantages that arife from the proverbial pride and indolence of 
their character: for, notwithftanding the abundant fertility of this 
ifland, which yields the greateft plenty to the {malleft exertions, the 
general appearance of the people moft evidently betray their poverty 
and wretchednefs. ‘There is another fort to the weft of. Santa Cruz, 
on a very elevated point, which appears to be built with great ftrength, 
and commands a part of the bay. 


The climate of this ifland is warm, aed, like that ot Madeira, 
not fubject to change. During our ftay here, the thermometer ftood 
in the fhadé, from feventy to cighty degrees, varying a little, on board 
the fhip. The Governor refides chiefly at the ifland diftinguifhed by 


the name of the Grand Canary, about twelve or fifteen leagues diftant 


from Teneriffe. 


Sir George and Mr. Staunton, with the Dotors Gillan, Dinwid- 
die, and Not, Meffeurs Maxwell, Barrow, and Alexander, together 
with Colonel Benfon, having formed a plan to vifit the peak ; they 
fet out at cight o’clock in the morning of this day, from the hotel at 
Santa Cruz, with every proper aid and provifion to carry the defign 
into execution. The thermometer then ftood at feventy-feven degrees. 
They proceeded on mules, and under the direction of guides hired 
for the purpofe, with little or no interruption, till they had ad- 
vanced about eight miles up the mountain, when.the air became fo 
cold, that every one was glad to make fome addition to his cloathiag ; 
at the fame time thé thermometer had fallen upwards of twenty degrees. 
Here the party added fome very neceflary refrefhment to the change 
in their drefs, and then proceeded on their journey till they arrived 
at the foot of the peak, which was entirely covered with {now, 
fix feet in depth: but difficulties cvery moment occurred to impede 
their progreds ; Sir George Staunton had been thrown from his mule 
at a moment of great danger; the animal on which Doétor Gillan 
vode, had fallen with him, and it was at length determined, from 
the awful appearance of the journey before them, the exhaufted con- 
dition of the party, and the late hour of the evening, to pafs the night 
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onthe mountain. A kind of rude pavilion, thercfore, was formed by 
a fail, which, being lined with cloaks, and great coats, foon produced 
acotfortable apartment. A. fire was then kindled near the tent; and 
after taking an hafty fupper, every one laid himtelf down to repofe.. 


~ At fix o’clogk in the moming, the arduous journey was renewed ; 
the thermometer being ‘at that time confiderably below the freezing 
asin a after infinite fatigue and confiderable hazard, proved. 
Srnitleis-a8 to its. princifal object; and about three o’clock in the 
afternoon, the different. gentlemen: of the party, who had taken dif- 
ferent ways to afcend the peak, were, at length, happily re-affembled 
at the place where the mules had been ftationed. It was, however,. 
neceflary, as the diftance from Santa Cruz was at leaft eleven or 
twelve miles, to pafs the night of this day, as we had pafled the pre- 
ceding one; and,. on the following morning, the party returned to 
Santa Cruz, after a moft fatiguing expedition of two days and two. 
nights, in which curiofity, at. ledft,, had reccived confiderable gratifie. 
ation. 


The ‘peak of Teneriffe is one of the higheft mountains in the world, 
anil may be feen at the diftance of an hundred miles. It rifes in the 
center of the ifland, and takes. its. afcent from Santa Cruz and Ora-- 
tavia, another principal town of this ifland, in-an oblique direction. 
for near twenty miles ; being furrounded by a great number of infe+ 
rior mountains. ‘Fhe lower parts towards Santa Cruz, are covered 
with woods and vineyards; its middle is clad in fnow, and the top. 
difembogues flames from a volcano, which the natives.call the Devil’s 
Cauldron, In travelling to the peak, the beft way is on the fide of 
Oratavia, both as to the convenience of afoent, and the confequent: 


diminution of danger. In fome parts of the mountain there are hot,. 


burning fands ; in other places there is fnow ; and to. that fucceeds 
a ftrong fulphurous vapour. Though the top of the peak, from its 
great height, appears to finifh in a point, it contains a flat furface of 
at leaft an acre of ground. We experienced three diftina. changes of 
climate in the courfe of our journey. In the firft ftage of it. the air ig 
I warm, , 
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warm, to that fucceeds intenfe cold, which is followed by a volcanic 
heat. The bottom is continual fertility, the middle is fnow and froft, 
and the top is {moke and flames ; giving the fucceflive effects of a 
garden, an ice-houfe, and a furnace. 


Soon after our return to Santa Cruz, a fignal was given for our 
going on board, which was obeyed with all poflible expedition. On 


our return to the fhip, we found feveral young ladies, guthabatifts of 


the ifland, who, having been educated in England, Weiconaturally 
induced to vifit a fhip belonging fo a country to which they 
apparently® owed the fincereft acknowlegements. They vere 
received with the greateft politenefs. by Lord Macartney; and 
the band of mufic was ordered to play duripg the whole of their 
very agrecable vifit. . 


The French frigate, which we have already mentioned: as detained 
here, was, this day, releafed from ‘its embargo, and {fet fail from the 
ifland. 


About eleven o’clock at night the wind blew a’ very freth gale, and 
the Indoftan drifted fo faft towards the fhore, that it was thought 
prudent to let go her fheet anchor. But this precaution was not 
fufficient to prevent the danger from becoming fo imminent, that 
Captain Mackintofh fired a gun for affiftance from the Lion; when 
Sir Erafmus Gower immediately ordered off three boats, by whofe 
exertions the Indoftan was. difengaged from her unpleafant fituation, 
when fhe put to fea; after having loft her anchors, from the rubbing 
of the cables againft the rocky bottom. 


At one in the morning we weighed anchor, and tovk our leave of 
Santa Cruz. 


At three in the afternoon we faw Mayo, one of the Cape de Verd’ 


iflands, bearing W. S. W. at the diftance of four or five leagues. 
Hove too, and hoifted out the launch. At feven, we {poke to a fhip 


from. 


199% 


Oétober. 


Vindav 29. 


Saturdy Er, 


November. 
Peiday a. 


1992. 
November. 


Saturday 3. 


Monday 5s. 


Tuefdlay 6. 


Wednefday?, 


( 4 ) 
from Topfham, in Devonthire, which had been out thirty-two days. 
At eight in the evening, the town of Saint Jago, a town of the 
ifland of that name, bore north, half weft, feven miles; and, at 
three quarters after eleven, we came too in Port Praya bay. The 
thermometer et noon ftood at 82 degrees. 


After the ufual“falutes, feveral boats were employed in watering. 
The ‘SeimeWas alfo hauled, and frefh fith ferved to the thip’s com- 


pany v7 


Lord Macartney went on fhore in a private manner; and, after a 
fhort ftay, returned to the Lion. 


This day arrived three French and one American South-fea whale 
fifhermen.—A canoe came along-fide the Lion, with grapes, cocoa- 
nuts, and other fruits, for fale. ‘This is the only kind of boat ufed in 
thefe iflands, and nothing could exceed, in the exterior appearances of 
wetchednefs, the owner of it. The thermomcter ftood, this day, on 
fhore, at go. 


Several of the men belonging to the corps of artillery went on fhore 
to wath and dry their linen; when they returned extremely fcorched, 
and their legs covered with biotches, from ftanding in the burning 
fands. Having given my linen to be wafhed by a man of Praya, 
and having reafon to apprehend, that I might fhare the fate of others, 
who had not found the natives of the country perfectly correct in 
their returns, I went in queft of my wafherman, and was obliged to 
be content, not only with paying an exorbitant price for what he had 
done very ill, but with the lofs of feveral articles which he could not 
be perfuaded to reftore. 1, however, took this opportunity of view- 
ing the town of Praya; in which there is very little to excite curi- 
ofity, or encourage defcription. 


Saint Jago is the largeft of the Cape de Verd iflands, which lie be- 
twecn twenty-three and twenty-fix degrees of weft longitude, and: be- 
4 tween 


C15) 
tween fourteen and eighteen north latitude. It is very mountainous, 
and has much barren land on it; neverthelefs, it is the moft fruitful 
and beft inhabited of them all—and is the refidence of the Viceroy, or 
Governor. 


Praya is fituated on the eaft fide of the iflapd, andsis built on the 
top of a flat hill, about an hundred yards above the ‘furface of the pay ; 
having a miferable fort on the weftern fide, which, hovfevepy a! ‘tuch as 
it is, commands the entrance into it. ‘Tle only Janding “place is 
oppofite the Governor’s houfe, whicly is fituated in a confiderable 
valley, formed by two large mountains. A very rugged and afcend- 
ing path, of about a quarter of a mile, and taking an eafterly direc- 
tion, Icads to an arched gate-way, which forms the entrance to the 
town ; a mean and miferable place, confifting of nothing more than one 


wide ftrect, about half'a mile in Iength, formed of low houfes, built of 


ftone and mud, and covered with trees ; and, except two, reach not 
beyond the firit itory. The furniture of fuch as we could look into, 
was perfectly fuited to the extcrior appearance; confifting of nothing 
more than planks, which anfwered the double pyrpofe of feats and 
tables, while the beds were as humble as folitary ftraw could make 
them. There is but one thop, and one public houfe in the town; 
and the former is as deficient in point.of commodities, as the other is 
incapable of convenient accommodation. The church, and the go- 
vernor’s houfe partake of the general appearance of the place. ‘The 
natives are all negroes, who fpeak the Portuguefe language, with 
an intermixture of exiles, .hanifhed from the Brazils and the 
Madciras for capital offences. There is one convent in the ifland, 
and the whole is fubje@ to the fpiritual jurifdi@tion of a Popifh 
bifhop. 


There appears to be great plenty of goats here, but the fcorch- 
ing heat of the climate, and the confequent {carcity of every kind 
of herbage, is not calculated to give them a very thriving appear- 
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Praya has a good port, and is feldom without fhips; thofe outward 
bound to Guinea or the Eaft-Indies, from England, Holland, and 
France, fréquently touching here for water and refrefhments. 


While we were rambling about this miferable place, we heard the 
fignal to repaty op board, and, haftening to the fhore, found, a boat 
waiting togeceive us, and a crowd of the naked inhabitants ftanding 
there with tbdir fruits’ for fale-—At noon we left Port Praya. 


At eleven o'clock in the forenoon, we found ourfelves under the 
Equator, where the burlefque and ridiculous ceremonies frequently 
allowed by the commanding officers of fhips were completely ob- 
ferved, by permiffion of Sir Erafmus Gower, to the great entertain. 
ment of the fhip’s company, 


At five o’clock in the afternoon, we came to anchor in the Rio 
Janeiro harbour, in fifteen fathom water. Paffed by this afternoon 
into the harbour the Hero of London, a South-fea whaler, from the 
South-feas, bound. for London. A great many fhips were at this 
time at anchor in the river, and, among the reft, was a Portuguefe 
Eaft-Indiaman homeward bound ; by whom it was intended to have 
fent letters to England, by way of Lifbon, had not the arrival of the 
Hero afforded a more ready, as well as more fecure conveyance. 


The country offers from the river a moft delightful profpeét, con- 
fifting of a fine range of hills covered with wood, whofe intervening 
vallies are adorned with ftately villas, affording at once a {cene of cle- 
gance, richnefs, and beauty. 


The cutter was hoifted- out, and the firft lieutenant difpatched on 
fhore, to acquaint the Viceroy with the arrival of the Ambaffador, and 
to demand the falute; but, as that officer was at his country refidenee, 
the ufual formalities were neceflarily fufpended, 


In 
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In the morning of this day, the deputy viceroy came, accompa- 
nied with guards and attendants, in elegant barges, to wait on Lord 
Macartney, to know his intentions, and to acquaint him with the 
regulations to which all foreigners muft fubmit on Janding at Rio 
Janciro. But, his Lordthip liaving been for fome time afflicted with 
the gout, and (till remaining very much indifpofed, Sir George 
Staunton and Sir Erafaus Gower received the deputy viceroy, who, 
after an introductory conference, partook of a cold coliatin, and 
returned on fhore. 


The depuly viceroy, with his attendants, paid a fecond vifit to the 
fhip, and accompanied the general meflage of congratulation from 
the Viceroy to the Ambaffador, on his arrival at the Brazils, with an 
invitation to accept of an houfe for his refidence, during the time he 
might find it neceflary to flay there. This obliging propofition was 
accepted by Lord Macartney ; and Sir George Staunton went on fhore 
to make the neceflary preparations for his reception, as foon as he 
fhould be futhciently recovered to quit the fhip. 


The Viceroy’s fecretary, attended by feveral gentlemen, came on 
board the Lion to inquire wlien the Ambaffador would come on thore ; 
who avas pleafed to appoint the following day at one o’clock, to 
make his entrance into the city of Rio Janciro. 


At noon, Sir Erafmus Gower having been on fhore to notify to 
the Viceroy that Lord Macartney was ready to land, he returned to 
the Lion in order to conduct him; and they foon arrived with all the 
ceremonials fuited to the occafion. The landing-place, which is im- 
mediately oppofite to the Viceroy’s palace, was lined on cach fide by a 
regiment of horfe, and the Viceroy’s body-guards. ‘The Viceroy him- 
{lf was alfo there with his official attendants, and he moft diftin- 
guithed perfons of the city, to receive the Ambaffador, who was con- 
ducted along the line, and diftinguithed by every military honour. 


The ceremony had altogether a verv grand appearance, and a 
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prodigious crowd of people had affembled to be fpectators of it. 
They then proceeded to the palace of the Viceroy, and paffed through 
a large hall lined with foldiers under arms, and enlivened by the 
found of martial mufic, to the ftate apartments. Here the com- 
pany remained for fome time, when Lord Macartney and. Sir George 
Staunton weregconduéted to the Viceroy’s ftate coach; Sir Erafmus 
Gower and Capt! Mackintofh were placed in a fecond; and the 
whole Britith fuite being accommodated with carriages, the cavalcade 
fer of, efcorted by a trooprof light cavalry, to the houfe appointed for 
Lord Macartney’s reception, which is about two miles frorn the city = 
the Ambaffador receiving, as he paffed, every honour due‘ to the high 
character with which he was invefted. A captain’s guard, appointed: | 
by the Viceroy, was alfo drawn up in the front of the haufe, who 
received the Britifh vifitors with colours flying and mufic playing,. 


‘and every military diftin@tion. Thus concluded the ceremony of the 


Ambaffador’s reception at Rio Janciro. 


It would not only be tedious, but altogether unneceflary, to men-~ 
tion the common daily occurrences during our ftay at the Brazils; 
I fhall, therefore, confine myfelf altogether to fuch circumftances, as. 
from their novelty and importance may. intereft the mind, and rc- 
ward, in fome degree,, the attention, of the reader. 


Lord Macartney, with his whole fuite, paid a vifit of ceremony to» 
the Viceroy, and was received with every mark of attention and re- 
fpect. The gentlemen who attended on the occafion, afterwards 
dined with his Lordfhip; and, in the evening, vifited the public 
gerden of the place;, this garden is about half a mile in length, and 
half that fpece in breadth ; it is furrounded by a ftrong high wall, and 
guarded at the entrance by a party of foldiers. The interior difpofition 
confifts of large grafs-plots and gravel walks, agreeably thaded with 
trees, and perfumed with flowers. In the center is a large bafon of 
water, and a great number of lamps are placed between the trees, on 
cach fide of the walks, for the purpofe of illumination. At one end 
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of the garden is a Jarge building for balls and mufic; but, as the | "79". 
feafon of amufement at this place was pafled when we were there, oa 
we muft be content with giving a defcription of the {pot, without 
{peaking of the diverfions to which, at certain (eafons of the year, 
it is applied, as we doubt not, to the recreation of the inkabitants. 


All poffible preparation was made in the long gallery and pregt Tuefday cr 
room of Lord Macartney’s houfe to receive the Viceroy, whuvhad given 
notice of his intention to returr the Ambalador’s vifit in the morning 
of this day. At ten o’clock, Sir Erafmus Gower, with the officers 
from the Vion, dreffed in their beft uniforms, as well as Capt. 
Mackintofh, with the officers of the Hindoftan, came on fhore to 
attend the ceremony. 


At eleven, the Viceroy’s departure from his palace was announced 
by a difcharge of artillery from the garrifon; when the guard, ap- 
pointed by the Viceroy to attend thé Britifh Ambaffador, immediately 
paraded in front of the houfe ; and, in about half an hour, the Viceroy 
arrived in grand proceffions -preceded and followed by a fquadron 
of horfe, and attended by all the principal officers and perfons of dif- 
Yinction in the city. His Excellency. was received at the door of the 
houfe by Lord Macartney, and conducted to.a fofa at the upper end 
of the beft apartment. Sir ‘George Staunton then prefented all the 
gentlemen attached to the embafly, according to their refpective rank, 
to the Viceroy; who, after partaking of a very elegant repaft prepared 
for him and his company, returned in the fame-form, and with the 
fame ceremonies, as diftinguifhed his arrival. 


The drefs of the Viccroy was fcarlet cloth, very much enriched 
with gold, embroidery, and precious ftones; his attendants wore a 
“fplendid livery of green and gold, and he had feveral black running 
footmen, who were dreffed in fancy uniforms, with large turbans on 
their heads, and long fabres by their fides. 
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This morning, at an early hour, Sir George and Mr, Staunton, 
accompanied by Mr. Barrow and a Portuguefe gentleman, fet off ona 
fhort excurfion into the country. At the fame time, I took an oppor-. 
tunity of vifiting the place, of which I thal] now proceed to give fuch 
a defcriptiong as my capacity for abfervation will enable me. 


_.This city, which is by fome called Saint Sebaftian, and by others,. 
Rio ‘Janeies, ftands on the wett fide of the harbour of the latter name, 
in a lowefituation, ‘and almeft furrounded by hills, which, by retard~ 
ing the circulation of the air,, renders the place very unfalutary to 
European conftitutions. Its extent is very confiderable, being from 
eaft to weft about four miles in length, and from north to fouth about 
two miles in breadth. The ftrects, for there are no fquares, are very. 
regular and uniform, interfecting each other at Tight angles : they 
are well paved, abound in fhops of every kind, and are conmpoled of 
houfes equally well built, and adapted to the climate. In the center 
of the city, and oppofite to the béach, ftands the palace of the Vice- 
roy: it isa large, Jong, and narrow building, without any attraction 
from its exterior appearance, but contains within a fucceffion of 
fpacious and noble “apartments. It confifts only of two ftories ; the 
lower one being appropriated to'the domeftics and menial officers, and 
the upper range of building containing the apartments of the Viceroy ; 
it is built of Foul ftone, plaiftered with: lime, and covered with pan- 
tiles, The Viccroy’s chapel is a neat edifice, near the palace, but 
detached from it, ‘Phe ftreets are not only {pacious and convenient, 
but remarkable for their cleanlinefs; many of them containing ranges 
ot fhops and warehoufes that would do credit to the cities af Europe. 
‘There is a cuftom here, which appears to be worthy of imitation in 
all places of confiderable trade and commerce, that all perfons of the 

fame protefficn occupy the fame ftreet or diftridt; and a deviation 
from this rule is very rarely known in this city. Of the population of 
this place, I could not procure any accurate information, but from its 
extent, and the general obfervations 1 was enabled to make, it may, 
I think, be confidered, without exaggeration, as amounting to two 
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hundred thoufand fouls. The people, who are Roman Catholics, are 
very much attached to the ceremonials of their religion, which they 
obferve with extreme fuperftition. The churches are very numerous, 
and fitted up with oftentatious finery. On the feftivals of their pa- 
trons thefe edifices are richly adorned, and beautifully *illuminated. 
Some of them, indeed, during our ftay, were lighted up «with fo much 
fplendor, as to offer a very ftriking {pectacle, and to bear the appear. 
ance rather of a public rejoicing, than a partial act of parochial devo- 
tion. Near the middle of the city, and on a commanding erfinence, 
there is a public obfervatory furnifhed with an aftronomical appa- 
Fatus, 


The inhabitants are very oftentatious in their drefs ; and every rank 
of people are in thehabit of confidering fwords as effential to their 
public appearance ; even children are not confidered as exempt from 
this ornamental weapon. The drefs of the ladies bears a near refem- 


blance to that of European women, “except in the decoration of the 


head. Their hair is fmoothed back in the front, and adorned with. 
artificial flowers, beads, and ‘feathers, fantaftically arranged ; behind, 
it falls down in a variety of plaited treffes, intermixed with ribbons of 
various colours, each trefs terminating: in a rofe made of ribbon. 
They alfo wear a large mantle: of: filk, hanging loofely behind in 
the form of atrain, which is borne by one fervant, while another 
holds an umbrella to fhade the face of his miftrefs from the fyn 
The females of Brazil are generally of a pale complexion, but have a 
certain delicacy of feature which renders them very pleafing objects ; 
and the affability of their manners heightens the agreeablenefs of their 
perioral attractions. 


The tradeof this place is very confiderable, and the fource of great 
wealth to the inhabitants, as well as to the mother country. ‘The 
various articles which are exported from hence, are the fame as thofe 
produced in other parts of the Portuguefe fettlements in Brazil. ‘The 
wharfs are very large and peculiarly commodious; and we were 
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very much amufed on obferving the dexterity with which the flaves 
loaded and unloaded the barges that lay along fide them. The rice, 
of which great quantities appeared ta be exported from this fettlernent, 
was all contained in undrefled bullock’s hides, 


At a {mall diftance from the city, on the weft fide cf it, is a large 
convent, but more remarkable for ftrength than elegance. It is built 
round fevtral quadrangular courts, paved with large flat ftones, fur- 
roundec by piazzas, and kept in a ftate of perfe@ cleanlinefs. It is 
divided into two parts, each cqntaining a great number of apartments, 
ach part being sefpectively appropriated to a religious cémmunity of 
either fex. 


The perfons who compofed Lord Macartney’s fuite were indulged 
with the permiffign to vifit this convent, and the nuns took oppor 
tunities to throw out to them a variety of little elegant toys of their 
own fabric. Nor had even their confined and devoted fituation 
prevented them from knowing the art of manufacturing another kind 
of article, called billets doux, which they contrived to have conveyed 
to fome of the Englith vifitors.. They even applied to Lord Macart- 
ney, by the director of the convent, for the ufe of his band of mufi., 
which accordingly performed at feveral morning concerts, within 
thefe facred walls. There is alfo a very {pacious garden, where the 
religious ladies are allowed to enjoy fuch recreation as they can find in 
a place, furrounded with walls of at leat forty feet in height ; 
which, as if they did not form a fufficient fecurity, are conftantly 
guarded on the outfide by a party of foldiers, 


On the north-weft fide of the town there is a ftupendous aqueduct, 
which is an abject of uncommon curiofity. It is in the form of a 
bridge, contains eighty arches, and in fome parts is, at leaft, one 
hundred and fifty feet in height ; and is feen, in fome points of view, 
with peculiar effect, rifing gradually above the loftieft buildings of 
the city. ‘This immenfe chain of arches ftretches acrofs a valley, and 
unites the hills that ‘form it. The object for which it was erected is 
completely anfwered, as it conveys water from perennial fprings, at 
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the diftance of five miles, into the town, where, by means of leaden 
pipes, it is conducted to a large and elegant refervoir at the beach, 
oppofite to the Viceroy’s palace. This water is of the beft quality, 
and is withal fo very abundant, as not only to afford an adequate 
fupply for all the wants of the inhabitants, but to furnigh the thips 
that come into the harbour with this neceffary clement. 


The military eftablifhment at Rio Janciro is on a very refpectable 
footing. The foldiers. are not only well cloathed and difciplined, but 
are allowed to enjoy all the privileges gf citizens. It feems to be a 
policy of the Portuguefe government, and a very wife one it is, to 
render the fituation of the foldiery in their American {cttlements, not 
only comfortable in itfelf, and refpelable in its character, but, in 
fome degree, as I fhould imagine, the fource of pecuniary advan- 
tage. Thus the loyalty and zeal of the foldiers are happily fecured in 
a fituation fo important from its value, and where vigilance and fidelity 


in thole who guard it become most neceflary in proportion to its. 


remotenefs from the mother country. Whether it is that their pay is 


proportionably advanced in the fervice of thefe fettlements, or that. 


they are allowed any diftinct advantages, I cannot. ‘tell, but they cer- 


vainly appear to be in a ftate of comparative affluence, which no other 


foldiery that I have ever feen. or. heard of can he fuppofed to potlets. 
The number of troops in Rio Janeiro, including cavalry and in- 
fantry, amount to twenty thoufand men; and the militia are, at leoft, 

double that number. At the fame time the place is admirably for- 
tified, both by art and nature. It is fituated about two miles from the 
mouth of the bay, and is defended by nine ftrong forts, well fupplicd 
with artillery, and fufficient garrifons.. There are alfo two fmall 
iflands in the middle of the bay, one at. the entrance, called Santa Cruz 
Port, and. another.at a {mall diftance, whith {till add to the itrength 
of the fituation, and the difficulty of attacking it with advantage. . 


Sir George Staunton fet off with a party. on an excurfion to the 
Sugar Loaf Hili, a very high rock fituated ‘on the left fide of the entrance 
to the harbour; and at five. o’clock in the afternoon, Lord Macart- 
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ney, who was ftill very much indifpofed, accompanied by Sir Erafmus 
Gower, returned, ina private manner, on board the Lion. 


All the baggage being put into carts to be carried to the beach, the 
officers who. commanded the guard at the houfe where Lord Macart- 
ney had refidad, ordered a party of foldiers to attend each cart, till the 
whole of their cargoes was depofited on board the boats which were 
in waiting to receive them. While 1 was attending on this duty, I 
had an.epportunity of feeing the Viceroy return in great ftate {rom the 
church, where he had been to attend fome particular ceremonial of his 
scligion. 


- At half paft ten in the morning we weighed anchor, and worked 
down to Santa Cruz Fort, and came too, foon after, in fifteen fathom 
water. The next day we foon ran out of the harbour, and took our 
leave of Rio Janeiro. 


Nothing now occurred for fome time, in the courfe of the voyage, 
which requires particular notice ; nor eventhat change of weather which 
would juftify a circumftantial account of it. The weather was, in ge- 
neral, moderate ; light airs, freth breezes, with occafional hazinefs arti — 
drizly rain, would include every defcription of it during the remainder 
of the year 1792. It may not, however, be thought altopether i improper 
in me to mention, that, though fo far removed from our friends and 
native clime, with fuch a wafte of water around us, and fo long a track 
of ocean before us, the feftival of Chriftmas-day was not forgotten, 
and that its focial diftin@ions were practifed and enjoyed in the little 
world that bore us along. 


About ten in the mornihg we faw the ifland of Triftan de Cunha. 

It is a barren, uninhabited, and almoft inacceflible ifland, fituated in the 
heart of the fouthern ocean, in thirty-feven deg. feven min. and thirty 
fec. fouth latitude, and about forty-five deg. cat longitude. When we 
firft obferved this mountain rifing above the clouds, it appeared to be 
Fag 


( 25 ) 

as high as the peak of Teneriff. It isa natura) place of refort to pro- 
digious numbers of wild birds; while the furroundfig fea is the 
habitation of whales, fea-lions, and other monfters of the deep. Licu- 
tenant Whitman, who was fent on {hore in the cutter, to found for 
anchorage, gave a-very favourable report of the beach, aswell as of a 
run of water which iffued from a cliff, and, flowing agrofs the thore, 
difcharged itfelf into the fea. 


Mr. Whitman, on this occafion, fhot a fea-lion and an albatrofs ; 
the latter of which he brought on board: It meafured nine fect from 
the bill to the extremity of the tail, but weighed no more than three 
pounds and an hail. 


In confequence of this information, Sir Erafmus Gower propofed 
to fend a watering party on fhore the next morning ; while Sir George 
Staunton fuggefted an excurfion thither at the fame time, to fee what 
this ifland offered to his obfervation in any branch of natural hiftory : 
for this purpofe, a certain number of artillery men were orderett to 
be in readinefs by three o’cleck in the morning, and to be properly 
equipped for the expedition againft the amphibious monfters of the 
shore. At midnight, howevcr, a very heavy gale came on, which 
caufed the fhip to ftart her anchor, and our fituation became very 
alarming; for if the wind, which blew diredtly on the rock, had not 
changed, we muft inevitably have perifhed. This unexpected altera- 
tion in the weather fruftrated the defigns which had becn formed of 
obtaining further information relative to this curious place. 


The weather continued to be moderate, with light airs, and frefh 
breezes, till this day ; when there came on an heavy gale of wind, 
which occafioned fuch a rolling of the thip, as to. interfere with thofe 
enjoyments which make feamen forget the inconveniencies of their 
fituation. 


‘The moderate weather returned, with all the comforts that ufually 
attend it. 
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About four o’clock in the morning faw land, bearing E. N. E. 
fuppofed to Be ten leagues diftant ; which, in about four hours, was 
difcovered to be the ifland of Amfterdam, fituate in the Indian ocean, and 
lying in Jatitude thirty deg. forty-three min. fouth, and feventy-feven 
deg. twenty ein. eaft longitude. As we approached the ifland, we 
could plainly difcover’ three men on the fhore ; in confequence of which 
the enfign was immediately hoifted. We here faw great numbers of 
ewatcr fnakes, and a prodigious quantity of fith referbling cod; and 
weighing, in gencral, about three to eight pounds. At noon the yaw] 
was hoifted out, and the mafter, fent to found for anchorage. In confe- 
quence of his information we hove too, and anchored’ (vith the beft 
bower, in twenty-eight fathom water, on the caft fide of the ifland. 
"Fhe mafter alfo-gave.an account that there were five men on the 
ifland,, who had came from the Ifle de France, for the purpofe of 
killing feals, with which this place abounds. 


Sir George and Mr. Staunton, with feveral other gentlemen, ac- 
companied by a party of artillery foldiers, properly armed, went on 
fhore, and made great deftruction amorg the natives of the place: 
fuch as feals, penguins, albatroffes, &c. Great quantities of fith were 
alfo caught here, and falted, for the fervice of the fhip. 


On the north-eaft end of the ifland, nearly oppofite to where the 
Lion lay at ancher, . there is a very commodious bafon, about a mile 
in diameter, and furrounded by inacceffible and perpendicular rocks ;, 
at the entrance of which, on the north-weft comer, ftands a lofty’ 
infulated rock, which bears the form of a fugar-loaf. This bafon 
might, at a {mall expenfe, be made a place of fafe retreat for thips 
of any burthen; as it contains, in many parts, thirteen fathom water, 
and poffcfles an excellent landing place. We here caught great quan- 
tities of fith which refemble our lobfter, both in fhape and fize, but of 
a very fuperior flavour. We alfc obferved great numbers of fharks 
all round the ifland ; which is the more extraordinary, as the fhark is 
feldom feen in thefe latitudes, 


3 Qn 
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On our landing, we were met by the five feal-hunters, whom we 
have already mentioned ; who, with gteat civility, conducted us to 
an hut at a {mall diftance from the beach. They werd natives of 
France and America, who had made a commercial engagement to 
come and refide in this ifland for the {pace of eighteene months, in 
order to kill feals, whofe tkins are fold to very great advantage to thips 
which touch at the ifle of France. At this time they had only been 
fix months in their prefent fituation, when, according to their account, 
they had already killed eight thoufand feals. 


Ata fimald diftance from their hut, thefe men had, with much la- 
bour, and-no fmall hazard, formed a path, by which they contrived 
to get over a mountain to kill feals on the other fide of the ifland. 
On afcending this path, we came to a {mall fpring, whofe water is 
equal to boiling heat; and fome fifth which we put into it, were as 
perfectly dreffed in fix minutes, as if they had been cooked on board 
the fhip. It fhould be alfo obferved: that while we were attending to 
this procefs, we diftinctly heard the fame kind of bubbling founds 
as proceeds from water boiling in a veftel over the fire. On the top 
of the mountain there is a volcano, from whence-a fubftance iffues, 
which thefe men reprefented as bearing the appearance, and poffefling 
the qualities, of falt-petre. 


This ifland is about eight miles in length, and fix in breadth ; in 
fome parts it is altogether flat, particularly to the weft, and gradually 
rifes to the very high Iand in the center of it. It is a very barren 
{pot, bearing neither tree nor fhrub, and whofe only produce isa kind 
of coarfe, tufted grafs, with very thick ftalks. \ Every thing in this 
ifland bears the mark of having undergone the action of fire. The 
earth, and even the rocks and ftones, on approaching the volcano, 
were fo hot as to fcorch our ‘fkin, to burn our fhoes, and. blifter our 
feet. We were conducted about this defolate place by the five {eal- 
hunters; whofe care and kind attentions preferved us not only from 
inconvenience, but danger, which it would have been impoflible for 
us to have avoiled, if we had not been fubject to their direction. 
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The volcanic mountain is about three miles in its afcent, which is. 
very fteep and rugged; and in its afcent, as well as defcent, attended 
with continual difficulties. In fhort, we had met with fo many obftacles 
both in going up and coming down it, that two fignal guns had been 
fired from tHe Lion, which, with the Hindoftan, were both under 
weigh, when ‘we yeached the fhore; where, after an interval of no 


‘common alarm and apprehenfion, we found a boat that conveyed us 


onboard. The night being dark, we faw the flames of the volcano 
burfting* forth in fix different places, at a confiderable diftance from 
each other, which formed a grand and affecting {pectacle. 


Ft may here be proper to remark, that the thermometer, which, on 
béard, ftood at fifty-five degrees, rofe on the ifland to feventy- 
four; and, towards the top of the mountain, to feventy-feven degrecs 
and an half: a circumftance which muft be attributed to the heat of 
the volcano. 


This morning, at three o clock, avery large meteor, or fire-ball, rofe 
from the north-north-weft, and eeaGnuel in view for fome minutes, 
pafling off, without any explofion, to the fouth-fouth-eaft. It threw 
a kind of blue light over the fails and decks; but the illumination 
was fo ftrong, that the-moft trifling object could be diftinguifhed. 


~ At eight o’clocR in the morning difcovered the Trial rocks, about a 

league to the windward; the fea beating over them to an immenfe 
height. Thefe rocks are not vifible, as they do not rife above the fur- 
face of the water, nor are they much beneath it. They are fituated in 
the Indian ocean, in about one hundred and fix degrees of eaft longi- 
tude, and twenty-five, or twenty-fix urerecs of fouth latitude. 


In proceeding up the ftraits of Sunda, we faw the Hindoftan lying 
at anchor, near the north ifland. In the afternoon a Dutch prow came 
along-fide the Lion, laden with turtle, poultry, and fruit, for fale. 
‘The owner of the prow was a Dutchman; but thofe who rowed it 
were Malays, and fome of them females. 

At 
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At three o’clock in the afternoon we came too in Batavia road, in 
five fathom water: the cureening ifland bearing welt-north-wetft. 
We. were faluted by all the Englith thips in the road, and one French 
veel, At fun-rife we faluted the Dutch garrifon with thirtcen guns, 
which were returned : at feven we returned the falutes of All the thips ; 
and at cight received the members of the Dutch council with the fame 
honours. Thofe gentlemen compofed a deputation from the Go- 
‘vernor-General of Batavia, to invite Lord Macartney on fliore, and to 
know on what day and hour he would be pleafed to land. His Vordthip, 
accordingly, fixed on Friday, the $th inft. at nine o’cluck in the morn. 
ing, that beihg the anniverfary of the birth-day of his Serene Highnefs 
the Prince of O®ange. 


At fix o’clock insthe morning, a falute of twenty-one lower-deck 
guns was fired, in honour of his Serene Highnefs: and, at the time ap- 
pointed, the Ambaffador, attended by his whole fuite, went on fhore 
with the ufual formalities. 


In a fhort time after Lord Macartney had quitted the fhip, a Dutch 
officer of diftinétion, with feveral ladies.and gentlemen, came on board 
the Lion, from Batavia, to take,a view of her. They were re- 
ceived with all poffible politenefs by Lieutenant Campbell, and ap- 
peared to be much fatisfied with their reception. A very fine young 
Englith lady was one of the party, and enhanced the honour of the 


vilit. 


In the afternoon I vent on fhore in the launch, having charge of 
the baggage belonging to the fuite, which was, with fome difficulty, 
rowed up the canal, and fafely landed before the door of the royal 
Batavian hotel, where the packages were. diftributed in the apart- 
ments of the gentlemen to whom they refpectively belonged. The 
Ambaffador, with Sir George and Mr. Staunton, were received at the 
houfe of Mr. Wiggerman,. one of the members of the fupreme coun- 
cil. 


At 
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: i : 7 ae 
At fix o’clock Lord Macattney went in form to an entertainment 
at the Governor-General’s country refidence, at which the principal 
perfons of both fexcs in Batavia were prefent. The whole concluded 
with a magnificent fupper and ball, which lafted to a very late hour of 
the following mornings 


While I was at breakfaft this morning, my cars were affailed by 
the moft glreadful fhricks I ever heard; and, on making the inquiry 
which humanity fuggefted, I difcovered that thefe horrid founds pro- 
ceeded from a Malay flave, whom the maifter of the hotel had ordered 
to be punifhed for fome omiffion of his duty. ‘This poor wretch, who 
was upwards of feventy years of age, was ftanding in a back court, 
while two other flaves were fcourging him in the moft unrelenting 
manner with {mall canes. This horrid punifhmtnt they continued 
for thirty-five minutes, till the back and hips of this victim to feve- 
rity exhibited one lacerated furface, ‘from whence the blood trickled 
down on the pavement. The mafter then commanded the correéting 
flaves to give over their tormenting office, and fent the fmarting cul- 
prit, as he was, and without any application whatever to his wounds, 
to continue the laborious duties of his ftation. On remonflrating with 
the mafter of the hotel, for this cruel and barbarous treatment of his 
fervant—he anfwered, that the Malays were fo extremely wicked, 
that dither the houfe, nor any one in. it, would be fafe for a moment, 
if they were not kept in a ftate of continual terror, by the moft rigid 
and exemplary punifhment. But this was not all; for another aét 
of neceflary feverity, as it was.reprefented to nac, though of a different 
kind, immediately fucceeded. Two flaves, in carrying off the break- 
faft equipage from our table, contrived between them to break a plate; 
for which offence, as it could not be precifely fixed upon cither, they 
were both ordered to. fuffer. They were, accordingly, each of them, 
furnifhed with canes, and compelled to beat each other ; which they 
did with reciprocal feverity; as two other flaves ftood with bam- 
boos, to correct any appearance of lenity in them. 


Notwithftanding 


( 31) 
Notwithftanding the extreme heat of the weather, I was impatient 
to take a view of the city; and ibe refult of my obfervations 1 now 
prefent to the reader, 


The city of Batavia is fituate in the ifland of Javas and is the 
capital of all the Dutch fettlements and colonies in the Eaft Indies. 
It lies in one hundred and four degrees o alt longitude, and fix 
degrees of fouth latitude ; and from its fituation between the Equator 
and the Tropie of Capricorn, the climate is infupportably hat. 


The city q built in a fquare form, and furrounded with a ftrong 
wall, about thirty fect high. ‘There are four gates, one in each angle, 
with a fort, battery, and barracks for foldiers at cach gate. The forts 
are mounted with artillery, garrifoned with troops, and furrounded 
with ditches, over which draw-bridges are let down during the day ; 
Lut after nine o’clock at night there is no paffage over them without a 
figned order from the Governor-General. 


The ftreets of the city are broad, handfomely built, and well paved ; 
and in the center of every principal ftreet there is a canal of about 
{ixty feet broad; fo that there is no communication between the two 
fides of the fame {treet but by bridges, of which there are great num- 
bers thrown over the water.at no great diftance from each other. ‘The 
houfes are, in general,’ three ftories high; and each ftory very lofty, 
on account of the exceflive heat of the climate. They: are all built 
according to one general defign, and poffefs a.certain degree of gran- 
deur, both in their external and interior appearance. The lower 
ftory of the houics is built of ftone, covered with marble; and the 
upper part is compofed of a fine red brick: the windows, which are 
very large, are. coped with marble, and the wooden frame-work richly 
gilt and ornamented. The inhabitants appear to have a very great 
pride in preferving the exterior beauty of their houfes, and ufe a fort 
‘of red paint for that purpofe, with which they wafh, or colour the 
fronts of them at leaft once a week.. 


On 
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On each fide of the canal there are two rows of evergreen trees, 
which add very much to the beauty ofthe ftreets. There are alfo in 
different parts of cach firect, fall fquaic buildings, with feats in 
them for the accommodation of paffengers, as fhelter or fhade may be 
neceflary, from the violence of the rain or the heat of the fun. 


The only public buildings which mefit: -particular attention, are the 
palace of the GovemorGrneral, the arfenal, the ftadthoufe, and the 
igh church, 


The firft of them forms a ‘termination to. the principal «treet of the 
place, its fore-court is handfomely, railed, and the front gate is guarded 
by centinels. This edifice is of tone, and ofan impofing appearance : 
it confifts of four ftories, with a central dome crawned with a turret : 
there are alfo large wings projeéting on either fide from the main body, 
with furrounding piazzas. There j is a battalion of foldiers conftantly 
on duty here, which confifts chiefly of Malays commanded by Euro- 
pean officers. I faw alfo a few European foldiers, who, though they 
were much better glothed and accoutred ‘than the native troops, have 
fuch a meagre, pale, and ghaftly appearance, as to be but ill-qualified 
for the duties of their own, or any other profeffion. I was informed 
by fome of them, that not one in twenty of the military who came. 
from Europe, ever returned there; and that even thofe who efcape 
from hence, and furvive all the dangers and diforders of the climate, 
generally go back to their own country with emaciated forms and de- 
bilitated conftitutions. 


This palace appears to have been built at feveral diftin@ periods, 
from the dates which are engraved in different parts of it. The dates 
1630, 1636, and 1660, mark, as I fuppofe, the particular periods when 
certain principal parts of it were erected. Before the court there is a 
kind of lawn, with a walk in the middle, fhaded with rows of trees; 
and to the left of this lawn, at a fmall diftance from the palace,. ftands 
the arfenal, before which lay a great number of new brafs guns, gun- 

4 carriages, 


Cay) 
carriages, thot of ‘all “Kinds “piledwp, and fifty farge cannon com- 
pletely mounted.” ‘This building, as may be fuppofed, is more re- 
markable for. its ftrength, than ‘the beauty of its external appearance, 
and contains’ an, immenfe. ‘quantity -of all kinds of ordnance and 
military ftores, both in its'chariibersy and in’ the, deep’ vdules bencath 
the building. 


Beyond ‘this: lawh “Gr Walk is a canal,’ over which a drawbridge” 
communicates with one‘of the forts’; arid near it is a very elegant ftoné~ 
building, with correfponding wings, bait in a very pleating tile of 
architecture : Ne is called’ ‘the {mall armory, and, ‘as 1 was informed on 
the fpot, contalns two hundlied thoufand ftand- of afms. Around this 
edifice, ‘there ate*feveral Ja ge courts, ‘which contain refiderices for the 
principal officers, well’ as. ‘barracks for twenty-thoufand men; but 
this vaft range of buildings i is no longer inhabited, on account of the 
contagious difarders that are fo frequent in this city. ‘The officers 
have all-of them places of tefidence:at fome diftance from the town ; 
and all the European regiments are quartered in the country ; the guard 
an: the city duty being regularly relieved every morning. ‘The regi- 
ment appointed for duty marches ‘every day into town, at fix o’clack 
in the morning,’ to the grand parade Sppofite the. Governor’s palace ; 
one battalion of which attends ‘the Governor’s duty, and the other is 
diftributed among the feveral. guards s round the city. 


tS ; 





Near the fort, which has Been ‘already mentioned, ftands the cuf- 
tom-houfe, belongitig to the Dutch Eaft-India Company, with their 
fiore-houfes, and other-commercial erectians. There is alfo a {mal] 
dockyard where boats and a few inconfi derable veffels were build- 
ing, There isa chain thrown acrofs the canal, every night, to prevent 
al ‘comqovunication with boats after a certain ‘hour, and a fort has been 
L1G. Sed 5 near the cuftom-heufe, with a view, asit appeats, to protect it; 
but, without pretending to any knowlege in the fcidnce of defence, ot 


nilitary tactics, I could difcover that hin place was ity'no condition to 
refift 
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refift a well-appointed enemy ; nor could reconcile the defericelels 
ftate of this valuable fettlement to the wealth and i importance of it. 


At the end of the ftreet leading from the Governor’s houfe, and in 
a handfome Square, ftands the ftadthoufe, -where the cousts of juftice 
are held, and* the fapr etouncil meet to proceed in their delibera-' 
tions: it is avery “fre building, with an interior court furrounded by 
a piazza. At a-fmall diftance from the ftadthoufe is the principal _ 


-church of the city, which is furrounded by a cemetery. Tt is a large, 


plain, fquare building, with a,,dome! in the centér, and a.lofty turret 
fpringing from it; the infide is fitted up in a verybeautiful manner : 
thé tribune belonging to the Governor General is very sauch enriched ; 
the pews are very commodiouflyearranged ; and, indged, every part is 
admirably adapted to the purpofes of that religinn. to which it is de- 
voted. The walls of the church are entirely covered with ‘efcutcheons 
and painted infcriptions, facred to the memory of the dead: thefe in- 
fcriptions are of different fizes, “but being painted in the fame form, 
enclofed in gilt’ frames, and difpofed with judgment, produce'a very 
beautiful effect: 


The civil government of Batavia and. the ifland of Java is perfectly 
arbitrary, and vefted in the Governor and Supreme Council in all mat- 
ters, excepting thofe of trade and.commerce, which are fubject to an 
officer called a: DireGtor General,’ ‘from whofe -decifions there is no 
appeal. 


The feverity of the laws, and the rigour with which they are exc- 
cuted, could find no juitification i in a fettlement belonging to an Euro- 
pean governnient ; were it not for the favage and. ferocious difpofition 
of the natives of the « country, whom no -punifiments, however. fre- 
quent or feyere, are able to maintain’ in that ftate of difcipline and 
good order, which is {o. neceffary to the well-being and comfort of 
civilifed life. 
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The number of regular troops quartered in the neighbourhood of 
Batavia, including both the European and Malay regiments, amounts 
to about twelve thoufand men: there are alfo upwards of twenty- 
thoufand native militia, who are regularly cloathed and paid; but 
though they are frequently muftered, by order of the Governor, they 
are never actually embodied, but in time of wary or in sbnfequence of 
fome civil commotion. The European trooptpare choathed in a manner 
fuitable to the climate, are allowed to carry on any trade or profeffion 
for which they are qualified, and otherwife remunerated by particular 
privileges ; if any thing can remunerate them for the dangers and i= 
conveniencics that refult from this ‘ungenial clime. The Malay 
troops, on conan are deftitute of any decent clothing ; none of 
them at leaft bing alowed fhoes or, ftockings; and in this miferable 
ftate of equipmenythey,@0 their duty. 


Batavia is extremely populous ; and among its. inhabitants may be 
found the natives of every European gountry: the larger proportion of 
them, however, are Chinefe, who appear to be a quiet and induftrious 
-people. It feemed to be a general opinion among thofe, of whom I 
had an opportunity to make the inquiry, that this city contains two 
hundred thoufand fouls ; une half of which are fuppofed to be Chi- 
nefe, and the other, Europeans and native Malays: nor when I con- 
fider the extent of the city and its fuburbs, do I conceive it to be an 
exaggerated calculation. . 


On my return to the hotel after the morning’s excurfion," of which 
1 have given the information it produced, I found, with great concern, 
that Lord Macartney had been: feized with a violent fit of the gout, 
and was returned on, board the Lion; fo that all the various entertain- 
ments which were preparing to have enlivened the ime of our: ftay at 
Batayia, were fruftrated by this very unpleafant change in the health 
of the diftinguifhed perfon who was the’ object of them. 
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I fupped this evening at the Batavian hotel, in campany with two 
French gentlemen, who had been fo fortunate as. to efcape from a band 
of Malays. The villains had attacked them in the ftreet: a circum~ 
ftance which often happens, and particularly.to itrangers. whe pafs 
the ftreets after it is dark. 


I repeated my eXcurfibns through the city. 


Several gentlemen of the Ambaffador’s fuite being ‘taken ill, they 
were ordered to go on board their refpettive fhips, and large quan- 
titles of fruit were purchafed for their ufe and refrethment, 


«In the evening I went to fee the tragedy of Mahoghet, and paid a 
rix-dollar for-admiffion. The theatre is fituatdd. ig tise’ middle of a large 
garden, which is a place of public refort for the Batavians of every 
rank and denomination, It is a fpacious brick building, decorated 
with great elegance, and fitted up with front and fide boxes, and gal- 
leries; its orcheftra alfo contained a tolerable band of mufic, 


The play, as fat as I could judge from the attitudes of the’ aétors, » 
and the expreffion of their countenances, for the whole was in the 
Dutch language, was very well performed. The entertainment was 
Barnaby Brittle, and afforded a: great deal of amufement. The au- 
dience was very brilliant, but the more fplendid part of it arofe from 
the fuperior figure, appearance, and beauty of fome Englith ladies 
who grated the boxes on the occafion.~ 


At noon there was an auction, or, as it is here termed, an outery, 
of certain lands and eftates, belonging to fome of thofe fortunate indi- 
viduals, who, having efcaped the dangers of the climate, return with 
the large fortunés they have acquired, here, to enjoy the comforts and 


“Juxurious cafe of Europe. 


‘Thefe 
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Thefe fales cannot take-place, but under the infpection of the Com- 


‘miffary General, or his deputies,, who muft always be prefent on the 


occafion. Notice is given of thefe auctions throughout the city and 


fuburbs by 4 certain number of men, who beat gongs to collect the 
people together in the different ftreets, when a perfon authorifed by 
the Commiffary General .reads over the. asticles to be fold, and the 


conditions of fale: in every other refpect, thele falfs ave conducted in. 


the fame manner as thofe in. England. 


Capt. Mackintoth came on thore, and purchafed a French brig, 
to anfwer the purpofe of the Jackall, from whom we had been fo 
leng feparated\ that we defpaired of fecing her again. 


This evening Pyiave.rtafon. to. confider as one of the moft fortunate 
of my life, having efcaped from a gang of the Malays, who certainly 
formed a defign, as they had an almoft irrefiftible temptation, to de~ 


ftroy me. 


The principal part of the. baggage belonging to the Ambaffador’s 
fuite having been already fent on board the refpéctive hips, I was 
charged by Mr. Maxwell to ice that-the reft of the packages, arid'a 
cheft of dollars, were put on beard a proa hired for that purpofe, and 
ordered to go down with the proa to the boom, and remain there till 
Mr. Maxwell arrived, which he promifed to do ,in half an hour. 
I accordingly fet off, and arrived at the boom about eight o’clock, 
when I faftened the boat to the cuftom-houfe quay, and anxioufly 
waited the arrival of Mr. Maxwell. In this unpleafant fituation I ré- 
mained till nine o’clock, when the boom was thrown acrofs the water, 
and the bridge drawn up. My uneafinefs now became.of,a very fe- 
rious nature, as E-well knew that Mr, Maxwell could not reach me 
but by a {pecig order from the Governor 3’ while I’was not only in 
danger of lofing the property under my car¢, from-the Malays, who 
were continually running backwards and forwards in the proa, and 


examining the articles on board, but of being myfelf facrificed to make 
the 
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the booty more-fectre to. them, In this fitwation, I.formed the refo- 
lution of making the beft: af my way to the Lion ; and,’ accordingly, 
ordered the Malays to row off for the thip, which they. at firtt refuted 5 
but after fhewing them fome money, they took. the oars, as\L ex~ 
pected, to camply-with bi) withes; but, inftead of making towards 
the fhip, che} rowed thesproa clofe to the fhore, about a gun.fhot 
from the mouth af‘ the dal, and at leaft half.a mile from. any houfe. 
They then all-run afhore, and, in {pite of threats or entreaties, left 
~ne to myfelf in a much worle fituation than I: was before, as I was 
now more remote from any affiftance, in cafe 1 fhould be in a fitua- 
tion to require ft. 


* In about twenty minutes thefe wretches returned inSreater numbers, 
which increafed my apprehenfions, as they Sina? »td into the sa 
and, putting off from the fhore, attempted to row into the bay : 
fhort, a violent fcuffle enfued between us, in which I at length fic. 
ceeded, by means of a drawn fword that I ufed with fome effect, in 
driving them all on. fhore, except oneyman, whom I compelled, by 
terror of the fame inftrument,; to row the veffel to the cuftom-houfe, 
where I waited till paft cleven; and, defpairing- of feeing Mr. Max- 
well till the next day, I took all the articles out of the boat, and 
lodged them in a public-houfe for fusther fecurity. I had, however, 
fcarce finithed this neceffary arrangement, when I faw Mr. Maxwell, 
attended by feveral flaves with flambeaus, arrive on the oppofite fide 
ot the water. I inftantly hailed him; when he came over to me, and, 
all the packages being again put into'the proa, we fet fail for the 
Lion, and fome time after midnight atrived on board.. 


The hotel j in. which the Armbaflador’s firite refided, during our ftay 
at Batavia, is a very. fuperb building of its kind, ane | was-erected at the 





-expenfe of government for the accommodation. of “for 


cantile ftrangers : it is under the fole managemegt and-soneroul of the 
Governor General and Council, by whofe regulations the bufinefs of 
the houfe is conducted. . 


It 
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Ie is called the Royal .Batavian and. Foreign Hotel, and this title 


appears in large golden letters in the front of the houfe, with the date of 


1929, the year in which it was built. It contains three regular ftories ; 
and, as each floor is very lofty, for the benefit of the air, the building 
rifes to a very confiderable height. It is conftrudted, like the other 
edifices of the place, with brick painted aa red colfur, while the 
feams of mortar between are proportionably whitened; the win- 
dows are alfo very large and broad, the frames of which are gilt or 


curioufly painted; the whole forming a very large and: handfome 


f{tructure. 


There are ave doors in the front, and a kind oF terrace rated 
above the pavement, ‘before ‘them, which is covered by a porticd ; 
where the compaty-tefident i in the houfe ufually fit after dinner and 
fmoke their pipes: each of thefe doors forms an entrance into an hal] 
about two hundred feet in length, and about fixty in breadth; at the 
further end of which there is a large ftair-cafe that leads to the bed- 
chamber apartments, and the flat roof above them, 


In the center hall there are at leaft thirty elegant lamps and chandeliers, 
which are lighted up every night, and, oppofite to them, on the wall, 
is a range of looking-glaffes, which reflect, and, of courfe, heighten 
the brilliance of the iHumination: .the piers between them — are 
adorned with paintings. Inthe .center of the midtile hall is a large 
arch, from which a filver chandelier is fufpended: the other halle 
have each a door of the fame dimenfions exactly oppofite, and thefe 
refpectively lead to-an apartment with an alcove roof, neatly oma- 
mented with ftucce, which contains a billiard table furrounded 
with lamps.| From the center of the principal hall the coup d’ceil at 
night is perfectly enchanting, from the great number of lights, and 
the regular osder in which they are placed::the billiard ‘rooms alfo 
with their lamps, ‘correfponding exactly with each other. 


Behind 
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Behind the “houfe there’ is‘ a fpacious poi with ¢ piazzas, from 
whence a large fhade of ‘fi tk, “fancifully : ‘pal ated “witht htc: and gro- 
tefque characters, is octaffonally lowered in the day, as the heat ‘of the 
fun may require, and in the evening it is entirely drépped, when the 
gallery is lighted up, in the fame ‘manner as the apartments already 
defcribed. ~ Beyond thigefffitery, there is a-court paved with large flat 
ftones, and accundcd with a variety of offices for poulterers, butchers, 
and other domeftic-ufes, with a fpacious kitchen, and every neceflary 
“Accommodation. The upper ftory of this range of building is divided 
into.granaries and chambers for the principal and other flaves, of which 
there are altogether at leaft ninety, of both fexes, whobelong to the 
matter of the hotel. Thefe: menial perfons are promoted according to 
their merits ; and, if they are induftrious and attentive to the duties of 
their ‘feveral departments, they may, from t {oluments of their 
fituation, wlrich are very confiderable, be Toon in a condition to pur- 
chafe their freedom, 


In the great hall on the firft floor, which ferves as a veftibule to 
the fleéping apartments that furround it, there is a chryftal lamp 
veplenifhed with cocoa-nut oil, always burning on a table at the door 
of each room, which is ready for the perfon who occupies it, 
at whatever time he may chufe to retire! to His repofe; as it is the cuf- 
tom of the hotel hat every one fheuld keep the key of his own room, 
as a fecurityagainft the Malays, who are of fuch an incorrigible nature, 
that no punifhment can ultimately deter them from indulging their 
difpofition to pilfer. 


‘The public:regulations of the houfe refemble thofe of European ho- 
tels, and the table which was kept for the Ambaffador’ s fuite was very 
fuperb. The breakfaft always confifted of tea, coffee, chocolate, and 
cocoa, with every kind of cold meat, broiled fith, and ¢ eggs; to which 
were added, jellies, {weetmeats, and honey, with’ various kinds of wines 
and confectionary, all furnifhed in great abundance, and arranged 
‘in the handfomeft manner. Both the Ginnes and fupper confifted 
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of the moft delicate difhes, and dreffed in a fuperior file of cook- 
ery. The fervants table was allo fupplied with equal propriety and 
plenty. 


The rate of living here, however, is very expenfive, Pe the prices 
of liquors very exorbitant: {mall beer atapprter were “charged half a 
crown Englith per bottle. But when the prodigious rent of this 
hotel, amounting, as the landlord himfelf affured me, to fixty thou- 
fand rix-dollars per annum, and the expenfe of importing liquors amd 
other commoditics from Europe, with the duties on them, is confi- 
dered, the Ixgh price of living, in fuch a fituation, could no longe: be 
regarded cithek with furprife or difcontent. 


The drefs of the isuabitants of Batavia takes its rife from the cuftom 
of their refpective countries. The European ladies, indeed, feem 
not to be altogether governed by this principle, but fuit their dreffes 
to their own peculiar fancy, and the circumftances of the climate ; 
while the Dutch and the Malay women, in fome degree, imitate their 
fafhions. ‘Whe head-drefs of the latter, however, is altogether diffe- 
rent, and of a very curious appearance.—The hair is combed back- 
ward from the forehead, and fmoothed with oil and effences in fuch 
a manner as to wear the appearance of being japanned: it is then 
twifted hard, and, being Jaid ina circular form round the crown of the 
head, is faftencd by a Jarge comb with a number ef gold and filver 
pins, the heads of which are formed of precious ftones, according to 
the rank of the wearcr. Hair powder is very little ufed in Batavia, 
and by the Europeans alone. It was, however, with no fmall degree 
of exultation that I f:w the decided fuperiority which the few Englifh 
Jadies who refide here, poffefs over every other denomination of fe- 
males, not only as to the gracefulnefs of their perfons, and the {weet- 
nefs of their countenancec, but, alfo, in the fimplicity of their drefs and 
the elegance of their manners. 
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—— The fuburbs of Batavia, or, as it is generally callea, the Chinefe 
town, being moftly inhabited by thofe people, lie on the fouth and 
welt fides of the ditch that furrounds the city wall, and are fcattered 
about the country for feveral miles. The houfes are, in general, of 
wood, and 1p ho pretenfions to elegance or beauty ; though their 
warehoules aré fitted upawtth a certain degree of glare and gaudi- 
nefs. A great variety of manufactures are carried on here by the 
induftrious Chinamen: indeed, al] the artificers and mechanics in 

“Batavia are from China; the Europeans, through a foolifh and un- 
pardonable pride, confidering<it as beneath them to perform any 
mechanical operations; and the Malays appear to be ¢urfed with a 
natural incapacity to be inftructed in any thing above the drudgery 
of manual labour. 


The whole of thefe fuburbs forms a fcattered mafs of deformity and 
confufion ; and the horrid ftenckes which arife from ftagnant water 
and various filthy caufes, cannot be defcribed. In the furrcund- 
ing country there are a great many beautiful feats and villas, with 
fine gardens; but the ground being every where fwampy, the number — 
of drains, with which it is neceffarily interfefted, renders it more or 
Jefs unwholefome in every part. 


In paffing through the fifth market, I was under the neceffity of 
fetiring into atavern, to get fome Madeira and water, in order to 
recover myfelf from the overcoming effects of the putrid fimells that 
affailed me. ‘There appeared, however, to be a great, abundance of 
fith in this obnoxious place; but, except turtle, they bore a very exor- 
bitant price. 


The city and fuburbs of Batavia certainly form one of the moft 
unwholefome fpots in the world, and may be juftly termed the grave 
of Europeans; but the unfalutary and infectious nature ef the place 
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might be very much alleviated by an attention to cleanlinefs, which 
feems to be not, in the leaft, confidered by the government or police 
of the city. A company of feavengers would be of infinite ufe to 


the comfort and health of the inhabitants of Batavia ; but there is no 
{uch eftablifhment. 


The heat of the fun is fo great, that the canals are frequently dried 
up, or their waters rendered putrid: but this is not fo mdlignant a 
fource of peflilential difeafe, as the naftinefs that prevails among the 
lower clafles of the people, and the inattention to remove the recep- 
tacles of puthfaction among the higher orders of them. Nor is it 
eafily to be recenciled, that the fpirit of cleanlinefs, fo prevalent ‘in 
Holland, fhould xo +otally evaporate in a voyage to the moft im. 
portant of its Afiatic poffeffions. Nay, it has been confidered by poli- 
tical writers, that the inattention to remedy the evils which have been 
defcribed, is to be attributed to the commercial policy of the Dutch, in 
order to difcourage foreigners from fettling among them, and fharing 
the great, but hazardous advantages to be derived from participating 
in any branch of commerce in this oriental emporium: or, in cafe ofa 
foreign war, to deter any enemy from invading a place, the very airs of 
which are more hoftile to human life, than the weapons of battle. 
I fhall only add, that, within the laft twenty years, no lefs than ninety- 
eight thoufand deaths appear on the records of the public hofpital 
in Batavia. 


At fix o’ciock in the merning we weighed anchor and made fail, 
running between the :fland of Onrooft and the main. 


This iflard is fituated in the middle of the bay, and about four 
miles from Batavia. Its Jength does not exceed three quarters of a 
mile, and it is no more than half a mile in breadth. It Brcsins 
neverthelefs, an handfome populous town, with a ftrong fort. In 
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1793. _ this little fpot there are feveral founderies and manufactures, and the 

Mach, Whole is a fcene of induftry and landfcape beauty. It is alfo fur- 
rounded with feveral iflands of the fame defcription, moft of which 
are inhabited; great numbers of people wifely preterring thete fitua- 
tions; whicl& though immoderately hot, are free from thofe contagi~ 
ous difeafes that infe‘t thecity and fuburbs of Batavia. 


CHAP. H, 
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CHAP. IL 


The Fackall brig rejoins the Lion. Leighton, the carpchter, murdered 
by the Malays. Lord Macartney views the fpr where Colonel 
Cathcari was buried, Came to Pulo Condore ; fome account of its 
inbabiiants; their alarm. Paffed various iflands.  Arricetent 
Turon bay, in Cochin China. Sewral mandarins came on board 


the Lion; an account of th:m. The chief minifier of the King of 


Cochin China vifits Lord Macartney. Prefents received, — Lora 
Macartney returns the vifit on fhore in form. The mafler of the 
Lion feised by the natives, but releafed in a few days. The inter- 
ment of Mr. Tothill, purfer of the Lion. 


"Trtr owner of the French brig came on board, and was paid for 
her in dulars. 


The weather infupportably hot: Lord Macartney was ftill fo much 
indifpcefed as not to fee company. 


The new brig joined us, which Lord Macartney was pleafed to 
name the Clarence, in honour of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
Clarence. 


Boarded the Achilles, from Offend to Batavia, who gave fome 
account of the Jackall brig, with whom we parted company ina gale 
of wind, in the Bay of Bifcay. 


This morning, at fix, we difcovered a fail at a great diftance, which, 
from the account given by the Oftend veffel, was fuppofed to be the 
Jackall. After a long feries of doubts, conjectures, and folicitudes on 
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the fubjeét, Sir Erafmus Gower difpatched Lieutenant Cox, in the 
Pinnace, to afcertain the truth. Atnoon, the pinnace returned with 
the agreeable intelligence, that the fhip we had feen was the Jackall 
brig, whom we had long ago fuppofed to have been loft. 


Mr. Sasa fromn the Jackall, came on board to deliver his Tog- 
book to Sir Eraffnus Gower. At four o’clock, we faw a fail, which 
proved to be the Concord, from China to Bengal. 


William Leighton, Lord Macartney’s joiner, who went afhore, in 
order to wafh his linen at the watering-place at Sumatra beach, was 
murdered by the Malays. His body being found covered with 
wounds, was brought on board the Lion, and afterwards interred, with 
all becoming ceremony and refpect, on North Ifland. He was a very 
ingenious artifan, and an honeft, intelligent, and amiable man.” But 
the melancholy which pervaded, every countenance throughout the 
fhip’s company, on his death, is a more honourable and decided 
teftimony of his merit and character, than any expreffions of regard 
which I might employ on the occafion, 


At half paft fix, A. M. we weighed and came to fail; at eight, 
Mortnay Ifland, fouth: by eaft; Stroome Rock, fouth-eait, half a 
mile: at eleven, came too, in feventeen fathom water. Angara 
Point, flag-ftaff, fouth by -eaft. The cap, north-north-caft, apd 
button, north by eaft. The accommodation ladder was hoifted out 
after dinner, and foon after Lord Macartney, accompanied by Sir 
Erafmus Gower, went athore, and viewed the fpot where the Ho. 
nourable Colonel Cathcart, brother to Lord Cathcart, a former Mi- 
nifter from the King of Great Britain to the court of China, was in- 
terred ; and whofe death put an end to that diplomatic expedition. 


The weather continued moderate, with occafional frefh breezes 
and light airs, for the fucceeding fortnight, which was employed in 
wooding, watering, receiving buffaloes on board, and making the 
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neceffary arrangements for the remaining part of the voyage. We 
paffed, and, occafionally, anchored at Ninah Iland, and the Polar, 
Hound, and Tamarind iflands. 


At four in the afternoon the body of Tharbuny Ifland bore north- 
north-weft ; at five came into fifteen fathom water. Found here the 
Sullivan homeward bound Indiaman, the Jackal? and the Clarence, 
with an Imperial fhip. Arrived the Royal Admiral Indiaman. 


The Sullivan and the Royal Admiral, Indiamen, failed for England. 


We continued coafting along, and paffed by numcrous iflands, with 
moderate weather ; which was only once interrupted by a {quall, at- 
companied by rain, and followed by thunder and lightning, till we 
came to anchor in the fouth-weftern extremity of Pulo Condore bay. 


A party, foon after our arrival, went on fhore, after having called 
at the Hindoftan, for Sir George and Mr. Staunton, and Mr. 
_ Niaung, one of the Chinefe interpreters. We reached the fhore in 
about an hour and a half; and, on our landing, fome of the natives 
came out to meet us on the beach, with whom we proceeded towards 
a wood, with fix men from the boats, properly armed with muf- 
quets and ammunition. We had nos however, proceeded more than 
an hundred yards, when we came to a few miferable huts, built of 
bamboo, and fcattered about the place where they are fituated. Onc 
of them was inhabited bya pert on ftyled the chief, or mandarin, in 
whom was vefted the government of the ifland. This hut, like the 
seft, was raifed about three feet from the ground, with a roof of 
bamboo, and fupported by four pofts fixed in the carth. Such is 
the only miferable fhelter which the inhabitants poflefs. 


In this houfe, if it may be thought to deferve that name, there 
were feveral people, all natives of Cochin China, but who {poke 
the Tartar language. .None of them, except the chief, had any 
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covering but a ftrip of linen round their waifts, and a kind of black 
turban on their heads. The chief, to whom the reft paid great obc- 
dience, was diftinguifhed by wearing a loofe black gown, made of a 
ftuff like crape; under which he wore a wide pair of black filk 
trowfers, Qver his fhoulder was thrown a filver cord, to which was 
fufpended behind a {mall embroidered bag of very exquifite work- 
manfhip. Histhead was alfo covered with a black turban; but he 
was, in common with the reft, without fhoes. 


At the diftance of a few yards from the hut fteod their temple, 
whofe exterior form was the fame as the other buildings. The infide 
was furnifhed, or, as it muft have been confidered by them, orna- 
rented with fome old fire-arms, a few cutlafies, and three daggers. 
One {wivel, and fome long fpontoons, were laid acrcfs the root: 
there were alfo feveral lances, and creafes (a kind of poifonous dag- 
get, ufed by the Afiatic favages) piled up againft a bamboo poft, in 
the middle of the building. It was evident, from the conduct of 
thefe people, that they were not accuftomed to the ufe of fire-arms, 
as they appeared tp confider thefe warlike inftruments as objects of 
adoration. This opinion was confirmed by the alarm and aftonith- 
ment they expreffed on my difcharging a mufquet at the trunk of a 
tree ; and the eagernefs with which they examined the place where 
the ball had entered. But this*did not content them ; for they con- 
trived to extract ‘the ball, which they fhewed to each other with 
marks of extreme amazement. 


We remained near two hours on fhore, and entered into a 
treaty with the chief, to procure us as many buffaloes, with as much 
poultry, fruit, &c. as could be fpared from the ifland, and for which 
he was to be paid his own price: to this propofition he readily agreed, 
and promifed that the commiffion fhould be immediately executed, and 
the different articles be ready for delivery on the next day. After the 
agreement was thus amicably fettled, the chief offered us a regale of rice 
and fifth, of which we all tafted. He then pointed to fome cocoa-nut 
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trees, as if to know if we fhould chufe to have any of them; and no 
fooner was it fignified to him that a prefent of that fruit would Le 
_very acceptable, than a number of his people were inflantly ordered 
to gather them. Jt was furprifing to fee with what agility they 
climbed up thofe wery lofty trees; and as they threw down the 
nuts, others below immediately fkinned and handed thgn round to 
the company. We then took our leave of themmandarin, and on 
our way to the beach faw feveral canoes which were building, and 
one of them appeared to be of a very ingenious conftruction. 


The ifland of Pulo Condore has but few inhabitants, and thofe it pof- 
feffes are not collected together in any town, but live in bamboo huts, 
fcattered up and down the country. It produces no fruit but cocoa-nuts 
and water-melons, and no grain but fome coarfe rice. It has, however, 
plenty of buffaloes, with a kind of wild-duck, and the common 
fowls, fome of which are domefticated with them. This ifland, 
however, has a noble bay, which praguces a fith that refembles our 
whiting, in great abundance, and has a fafe anchorage, except along 
the fhore, where for about three quarters of: a mile it is full of 
fhoals. The ifland is fubjeét ‘to the King of Cochin China, and lies 
in the Chinefe ocean. Long. one hundred and feven deg. twenty-fix 
min, eaft. Lat. two deg. forty min, north. 


On returning to the fhips we met with a very heavy fquall, at- 
tended with violent rain. 


This morning I went afhore with a party, accompanied by Mr. 
Niaung, in order to receive the feveral articles for which a bargain had 
been made with the mandarin on the preceding day. . 


On our landing, and going to the hut belonging to the Chief, we 
found, to our utter aftonifhment, that the people had deferted their 
habitations, and carried off every article with them: even the temple 
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was ftripped of all its warlike treafure. This extraordinary and 
unexpected circumftance was, however, explained in a letter, which 
we found in the Chief’s hut. It was written in Chinefe chara¢ters, 
and expreffed the apprehenfions of the iflanders at fecing our fhips in 
their bay ; a fight they had never beheld before. -In fhort, this ap- 
pearance was\fo forrpidable to them, that they concluded our defigns 
mutt be hoftile 5, ame in order to avoid the deftruction which they ima- 
gined us to have meditated againft them, they had, during the night, 
conyeyed away their effects, and retired to the mountains. The letter 
alfo reprefented their extreme poverty, and implored us with the moft 
humble expreffions, not to biirn or deftroy their huts, as they pro- 
pofed to re-inhabit them as foon as the fquadron had failed. We, 
therefore, returned to the fhips as we left them, without fruits, or 
fowls, or buffaloes.” 


Heavy gales. At.four in the afternoon, fqually ; at eight, weighed 
anchor, and came to fail. 


Having paffed in the intermediate time feveral iflands of different 
forms, we, this day, faw the extremes of Pulo Canton, an ifland 
off the coaft of Cochin China, bearing north by weft, to north- 
weft by weft. . 


At nine in the evening anchored in Turon Bay, in Cochin 
China. Found here a, Portuguefe brig, who faluted us with eleven 


guns. 


The thip’s company employed in watering. The water here is of 
a reddifh colour. Several proas came along-fide the Lion with ducks, 
cocoasnuts, and joghry, for fale. Several mandarins alfo came on 
board to fee the fhip, | . 


Men were fent on fhore to raife tents for the fick. 
4 The 
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The Ambaffador was vifited by feveral mandarins, with a great 
train of attendants. They were entertained with wines and li- 
quors of various kinds, which, however, they were very cautious 
in tafting, till Lord Macartney banifhed all apprchenfion by fetting 
them the example: they then drank, without referve, whatever 
was offered to them; but they appeared te prefer cherry and 
ralbetry ‘brandy, above all the other liquors a a they were 
regaled. 


The drefs of thcfe perfons confifted chiefly of a black loofe gown, 
of a kind of crape, with filk trowfers, flippers, and a black turban: a 
girdle, of filver cordage, was alfo tied round their waifts. Some of 
them, but whether i¢ arofe from accident, or was a badge of dif- 
tinction, I cannot tell, wore dark blue gowns of the fame ftuff. The 
domeftics were clad in a plaid, or Tartan drefs; their trowfers were 
tucked up to the knee, and they wore no fhoes or flippers ; their 
legs were entirely naked ; and their ‘turban was of plaid, like the reft 
of their very curious drefs. 


In the evening, the Prime Minifter of the King of Cochin China, 
came on board the Lion, accompanied by feveral mandarins, and a 
confiderable train of attendants, to requeft the Ambaffador’s company 
to dinner, in the name of the King, who had given his minifter a 
fpecial commiffion to make this invitation. 1% was, accordingly, 
fignified to this diftinguifhed perfonage, that his Excellency received 
the meffage with the utmoft refpe@, and would, in confequence of it, 
go on fhore on Tuefday morning, at ten o’clock. 


After this conference, the Chinefe minifter, and his fuite, returned 
in their barges, which were decorated in a very gaudy manner. 
They were faluted on their departure from the fhip with five 
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In the forenoon the Ambaffador received a vifit from two mane 
darins, who brought from the King of Cochin China a prefent, con- 
fifting of 

10 Buffaloes 
50 Hogs 
© Fowls 
Ducks 
200 Bags of rice, and 
6 Large jars of famptfoo. 


The laft is a liquor made in China, and imported from thence. 


eI went afhore in the forenoon and faw the town, the name of which 
is Fie-Foo. It confifts of nothing more than a crowd of wretched 
bamboo huts, though it contains a fpacious market-place, well fup. 
plied with ducks, fowls, cBEs, cocoa-nuts, and fruits. The fur- 
rounding country is ‘flat, and very fertile: but the natives feem to 
have little or no idea of cultivation, which would make it the fcene 
of extreme abundance. Their principal traffic feems to be with 
their women, by configning them, for a certain confideration, to the 
fociety of Europeans who toch here. They have no coin, but a 
fort of {mall caxee ; and all their filver is in the form of long bars, 
or wedges. The refidence of the principal mandarin confifts of a 
large open range of bamboo huts, of a better form, and more elegant 
appearance than the reft; containing feveral rooms of a tolerable fize 
and proportions, which are fitted up and furnifhed in a neat and 
ornamental manner. 


In the afternoon the Ambaffador’s guards, with fome of the ma- 
rincs, went on fhore to practife the ceremonial duties that had been 
affigned them for the following day, 


. This morning the Ambaffador, attended by his whole fuite, in full 
uniform, with Sir Erafmus Gower, Captain Mackintofh, and feveral 


of 


( 53 ) 


of the officers of the Lion and the Hindoftan, went on fhore with great 
ceremony ; when, in honour of the birth-day of our moft excellent 
Sovereign, George the Third, he was faluted with twenty-one guns 
by the Lion, the Hindoftan, and Portugucfe brig. The Britifh 
troops, with their officers and band of mufic, had been previoufly 
fent afhore to wait his Excellency’s arrival. 


On this day the royal ftandard of Great Britain was difplayed at the 
main-top-gallant-royal maft; the St. George’s enfign at the fore-Top- 
gallant ditto ; and the union at the mizea. 


The Ambaffador was received, on his landing, by feveral manda- 
rins with every mark of attention and refpect; when he proceeded, 
under an efcort of his own troops, to the houfe of'the Prime Minifter, 
where a collation in the beft manner of the country was prepared for 
him. Here his Excellency remained for fome ‘time ; and, after an 
exchange of mutual civilities, returned to the Lion, when he was 
faluted by fifteen guns from all the thips lying at anchor. 


I went afhore in the afternoon, and purchafed fome fruit and fugar 
of a very good quality: it is made in Jarge cakes, .and refembles fine 
bread, for which, at fome fmall diftante, it may be aCtually mif- 
taken. I alfo faw fix large elephants, which had been brought for 
the amufement ofthe mandarins: they appeared to be perfectly inno- 
cent, were obedient to every command, and performed many feats of 
unwicldy agility. Thefe huge animals moved at the rate of eight 
miles an hour. 


On this morning the fick were received on board the fhips from the 
ftation on fhore. 


Mr. fackfon, mafter of the Lion, went in the cutter to take foundings 
in the bay; but having gone up the mouth of the river Campvella, which 
rifes about eighty miles up the country, and forms a confluence with 
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s793- the river that difcharges itfelf into Turon Bay, he inconfiderately 
began to furvey, and take plans of, the coaft; but, in attempting to 
execute this defign, he, with the feven men who accompanied -him, 
were made prifoners by the natives, who feized the boat, and carried 
them to the capital city of the kingdom. 


June. 


This very difagreeable intelligence was communicated from the 
fhore by the mandarins, whofe good offices were earneftly folicited by 
1%rd Macartney, and Sir Erafmus Gower, to obtain the retum of 
thefe men to the fhip. In@eed, this unreflecting conduct of the 
mafter might, ‘as it was apprehended, be attended with confequences 
that would have interrupted the courfe of the embafly ; as the country 
of Cochin China is tributary to the Chinefe empire, and fends an 
annual Ambaffader ‘to the court of Pekin; fo that all this bufinefs 
might have been mifreprefented in fuch a manner to the Chinefe go- 
vernment, as to have leffened the pood difpofitions we were difpofed 
to believe that they entertained towards the Britifh embaffy. In 
fhort, it appeared, “that very ferious apprehenfions were entertained 
on that fubject, by thofe who were the beft qualified to form a right 
judgment of the policy and temper of the court which was the object 
of our deftination: 


Tuefdayi:. Mr. Niaung, one of the interpretets, went on thore with fome of 
the Ambaffador’s fuite, to inquire concerning the Britifh prifoners, 
and he was informed by the mandarins, that they had been releafed, 
and were on their return, 


| Wednef. William Tothill, Efq. purfer of the Lion, died this morning, after 
dy an illnefs of a few days. 


The King of Cochin China fent another large prefent of rice to the 
Ambaffador. 


“The 
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The body of Mr. Tothill was interred on fhore with every poffible 1793. 
mark of refpect and regard: Sir Erafmus Gower alfo ordered an in- ~ june. 
f{cription to be cut in wood, which was afterwards placed on his Thay +3 
grave. 


At four o’clock in the afternoon Mr. Jackfon returned with the 
rand his men, from their imprifonment ; d: ing which period 
they had undergone the fevereft fufferings both in body and mind ; 
and no circumftance, but their belonging to the Britith embafly, could 
have preferved them from being put to death. 
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CHAP. HI 


Leave Turon Bay, ir George Staunton, Sc, fail in the Fackall for 
Macao. Enter, the Yellow Sea. Lieut. Campbell goes to Mettow. 
Prefent from the mandarin of Chufan. ‘Number of fick on board the 
Lion. Mefrs. Huttner and Plumb goto Mettow to arrange the land- 
ing of the embaffy. A mandarin arrives on board. The foldiers, 
mechanics, and fuite go on board the junks, with the prefents, bag- 

Sage, Se. The Ambaffador lands at Mettow. Defeription of that 
place. 


Ar four in the afternoon weighed and fet fail from Turon Bay. 


The weathcr was moderate and fair. At fix P. M. faw the land 
north-north-eaft ; at eight the body of the Grand Ladrone bore north- 
north-eait. 


Sir George and Mr. Staunton, with one of Lord Macartney’s fecre. 
taries, were charged with letters and bufi nefs to the commiffioners, 
Mefirs. Brown, Ipvimie, and Jackfon, who were fent from England to 
notify in China the expected embaffy, and who were then at Macao. 
They accordingly fet fail in the Jackall brig, accompanied by the 
Clarence, for that place, to execute their commiffion. Mr. Coa and 
Mr. Niaung, the Chinefe interpreters, accompanied them on the 
occafion, with the defign to proceed over land to the place of their 
nativity. 


Thefe worthy and amiable men took a very affectionate leave of 
their friends on board the Lion, with whom they had made fo longa 
voyage ; 
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voyage; but with all the impatience natural to thofe who had been 
removed at fuch a diftance, and for fo great a length of time, from 
their relations, friends, and native land. © 


At half paft eight in the morning we came to anchor in eleven fathom 
‘water, on the north point of the Grand Ladrone ifand. 


The Jackall andMtirence returned from Macao. Sir George Staun- 
ton foon after came on board; and, from the intelligence camneuni- 
cated to him by the Commiffioners, the, moft fanguine hopes were en- 
tertained that this extraordinary and important embaffy would be 
crowned with fuccefs. 


We now entered the Yellow Sea, when nothing material happened, 
that can juftify particular defcription, till we arrived at the end of this 
branch of our voyage. In our paflage, we faw many iflands, and 
occafionally met with Chinefe junks, fifhing-boats, and other cir- 
cumftances, which denoted our approach to that part of the continent 
to which we were deftined. 


There being feveral rocks on the Chinefe coaft, in the Yellow Sea, 
that had no deromination in any chart, Sir Erafmus Gower thought 
proper to name them after the three principal characters of the cmbafly. 
Thus we find our journals contain, in this part of the voyage, the 
names of Cape Macartney ; Cape Gower, and Staunton’s Ifland. 


At fix o’clock in the afternoon, the Lion came to an anchor in 
Jangangfoe Bay ; Mettow Iflands bearing from north, to nerth-welt 
by weft, two miles off fhore. | 


. Lieut. Campbell, with Mr. Huttner, Mr. Plumb, and Lieut. Om- 
maney, went in the cuttcr to Mettow, to be informed if there was 
any track by which the Lion could enter the river, or if there was any 
rivet on that coaft, which was navigable tor fhips of her burthen, and 
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by whofe navigation fhe could..make a nearer approach to:the capital. 
If the anfwers to thefe inquiries did not prove fatisfactory,  thefe gen-- 
tlemen were then. to concert rheafures with the mandarin. of the place: 
for the difembarkation of the fuite there. 


The brig Endeavoyr arrived from Macao and Caio with difpatches. 
from the Commétttoners. 


This morning a mandarin of Chufan fent a prelent of twelve fine. 
fmall bullocks, a number of, hogs, with. a: large quantity of fhuit,. 


garden ftuff, and rice. 


‘The cutter returned with Lieut. Campbell and his company, who: 
gave a very favourable eccount of the hofpitality of the Chinefe at 
Mettow ; where they. were not only received with the greateft civility,. 
but furnifhed with every poflible accommodation, and fupplied with 
the greateft plenty. and abundance. At the fame time Mr. Campbell. 
reported the abfolute impracticability of proceeding further, as the 
whole way to the mouth of the river fornts a.chain of. fhoals, while a. 
bar runs acrofs the entrance of it, which is not more than fix feet 
deep, even at high water. In comtequence of this report, Sir Erafmus 
Gower refolved to proceed no further. 


The report of the furgeon amounted to ninety-three men fick on 
board the Lion. 


The Jackall and Clarence failed with Mr. Huttner aad Mr. Plumb 
to Metiow, to make arrangements with the mandarins fos the. Jand- 
ing of the embaffy, and to fix the time when the Ambaffador fhould 
go on fhore: the refult of whofe commiflion was, that large junks 
would be fent for the seception of the fuite and baggage, as foon as 
the wind ferved.- 


A pee. 
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A prefent of fixteen bullocks, thirty-two fine large fheep, fone 
hogs, with vegetables, tea, fugar, &c. was fent on board the Lion. A 
principal mandarin alfo came on board from one of the junks, and dined 
with Lord Macartney; where he appcared in a very aukward {ituation, 
as the Chinefe do not know the ufe of knives and forks. This offi- 
cer finally fettled with his Excellency that the) fucceeding Monday 
{fowdkt-bd the day of his difembarkation ; but th&t The heavy baggage, 
&c.* fhould be previoufly tranfhipped into the junks. The mandarin 
exprefled great furprife at our wooden palace, and could {carce believe 
the-various arrangements and wonderful] conveniencies of it. He was 
hoifted into one of our boats in the accommodation chair ; a ceremony 


with which he appeared to be infinitely delighted. 


A mandarin came on board to dinner. . The prefents, baggage, 
&c.. were all. fhipped into the junks; on board which veflels the 
foldiers, mechanics, and great part of his Excellency’s fervants, were 
alfo fent. 


This morning at fouro’cloek feveral junks came along fide the Lion 
to receive the remainder of the Ambaffador’s baggage. His Excel- 
lency then took his breakfaft on board, and was joined by the remain~ 
der of his fuite from the Hindoftan.. 


At eight o’clock Sir Erafmus Gower gave orders for the fhip’s com- 
pany toman thip, previous to his Excellency’s difembarkation, which 
took place almoft immediately ; when he was faluted with three cheers 
from the featnen, and the difcharge of nineteen guns from the Lion 
and Hindoftan. 


‘At nine o’clock the remainder of the fuite took their ftations on diffe- 
rent janks ; the Ambaffador, Sir George Staunton and fon, having gone 
on board the Clarence brig, the accommodations of the junks being not 
only very inconvenient, but extremely dirty, and otherwife very unfit 


to.receive them. 
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The number of junks employed on this oecafion for the reception of 
the fuite and baggage, amounted to twenty fail, of about an hundred 
tuns burthen. 


At two o’clock in the afternoon we faw the town and fort.of Met- 
tow; at three the jgnks came to anchor at the mouth of the river, 
where we found “fie Jackall, Clarence, and Endeavour arrivéd—bef6ie 
us. From the feveral fhort windings at this part of the river, we 
wereeobliged frequently to anchor and weigh, in order to avoid the 
fhoals. 


At four the whole fleet came to anchor oppofite the palace of the 
principal mandarin. 


The town, though extenfive, has not the charm of clegance or the 
merit of uniformity ; indeed, its fituation is fuch as to exclude any 
encouragement to beautify and adorn it, as it is fituated on a fwamp, 
occafioned by the frequent overflowing of the fea, notwithftanding the 
precaution of the inhabitants to make an embankment on the fhore. 


The houfes, or huts, for they rather. deferve the Jatter name, are 
built altogether of mud, with bamboo roofs: they are very low,. and 
without either floors or payements, At a fmall diftance from the 
town there are feveral buildings of a very fuperior form and appearance, 
which belong to the mandarins of the place: they are conftruéted of 
ftone and wood; the body of the houfe being of the former, and 
the. wings . and galleries, which are very pretty, and painted of va- 
rious colours, of the latter material: they are of a {quare form, and 
three ftories in height ; each ftory having a furrounding range of pa- 
lifadoes, which. are richly. gilt and fancifully painted. The lower 
ftory, or ground floor, is fronted.with piazzas, which are ornamented. 
in the fame manner, The wings project.on each fide the body of the 
houfe, and appear to contain a confiderable range of apartments, 


2 Each 
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Each mandarin is attended by a great number of guards, confifting 


‘both of infantry and cavalry, who live in tents pitched round the refi- 
dence of the perfonage whom they ferve. 


Notwithftanding its unfavourable fituation, the immenfe crowd of 
{pectators who aflembled to fee the Ambaffador come on thore, proves 
Miitow: td be a place of prodigious population. Mitoy of thefe cu- 
rious people were on horfeback and in carriages; fo that the banks of 
the river where our junks lay at anchor were entirely covered with 
them. 


The only fort in this place confifts fimply of a fquare tower, and 
feems to have been conflructed for ornament rather than public utility ! 
for, though it ftands on the very margin of the:feay and commands 
the entrance of the river, not a fingle piece of ordnance appears on the 
walls. 


The breadth of this part of the river is about a furlong, and the 
colour of the water is muddy, refembling that of the. Yellow Ocean 
with which it mingles: its depth is very unequal, being in fome parts 
nine, and in others fix feet deep» but in no part lefs thantwo. At 
the entrance, as has been already mentioned, there is a bar or bank of 
fand, which ftretches acrofs it, and at full tide has not more depth 
than fix or feven feet; though on the fide towards the fea, and ata 
few yards only from the bar, there.is upwards of fix fathoms water. 


The environs of the town prefent,.on both fides the river,’ an 
expanfe of flat country. ‘The foil is rich, and can boaft extraordi- 


nary pnd: 
In: che evening we reccived froriy the mandarin a “ refrething and 
acceptable prefent of drefled meats and fruits. 
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CHAP. IV. 


An account of ihe mandarin appointed to conduét the accommodations Sor 
the embaffy. MaNous prefents of provifions. Grofs habits -of - the 
Chinese refpetling their food. Defcription of the junks. Order of 
thefe veffels fitted up for the accommodation of the Britifo Ambaffador 
and bis fuite. - 


THE whole of this moming wat employed in tranthipping the 
Baggage to the accommodation junks, hired for the embafly by Van 
Tadge-In, a mandadin:of the firft clafs, who had been appointed by 
the Emperor to conduct the bufinefs of the embafly, in every thing 
that related to the refidence, provifions, and journey of the fuite. 


This perfon became interefting to us, as he was appointed to 
attend the embafly during the wholé time we fhould remain in 
China. . He was about five feet nine inches in height, ftout, well 
made, and of a dark complexion, but of a remarkable pleafing 
and open countenance : his manners and deportment were polite and 
unaffected ; and the appointment of fuch a man, fo admirably quali- 
fied to fulfil the peculiar duties to which he was nominated, gave us a 
very favourable opinion of the good fenfe of the Chinefe government, 
and ferved to encourage our hopes of fuccefs in the important objects 
of this diftinguithed embaffy. 


We received at noon, from the mandarin’s boat, which was ac- 
companied by Mr. Plumb, Lord Macartney’s interpreter, a quantity 
of xaw beef, with bread and fruit: the .beef, «hough not fat, is of a 
very good quality ; but the bread, though made of excellent flour, was: 


by no means pleafant to our palate: as the Chinefe do not make ufe of 


yeatt, 
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yeaft, or bake it in an oven, it is, in fact, little better than common dough. 
The fhape and fize of the loaves are thofe of an ordinary wafh-ball 
cut in two. ‘They are compofed of nothing more than flour and water, 


and ranged on bars which are laid acrofs ani iron hollow pan, contain- 


ing a certain quantity of water, which is then placed on an earthen 


Stove: when the water boils, the veffel, or pan, is covered over with. 


fomething like a fhallow tub, and the fteam of the water, for a few 


minutes, is all the baking, if it may be fo called, which the bread. 


receives. In this ftate we found it neceffary to cut it in flices“and 
toaft it, before we could reconcile it te our appetites, The fruits, 
which made a part of this prefent, confifted of apples, pears, flad- 
docks, and oranges of a fuperior flavour.. 


In the afternon we received another very large fupply of provifions 
ready dreffed, confifting of beef, mutton, pork, whole pigs, and poul- 
try of all forts, both roaft and boiled. 


The roaft meat had a very fingular appearance, as they ufe fome 
preparation of oil, that gives it & glofs like that of varpifh ; nor was its 
flavour fo agreeable to our palates, as the difhes produced by the clean 
and fimple cookery of our European kitchens. Their boiled meat, 
being free from the oily tafte of that which is roafted or baked, was 
far preferable.. 


We were, however, in fome degree, affected by the accounts we 
had heard of the indifference of the Chinefe, concerning their food ; 
and that they not-only eat all animal food without diftinction, but*do 
not difcard even fuch as die of difeafes, from their meals, This cir- 
cumftance’ made feveral of our party very cautious of what they eat; 
and as to their hathes and ftews, many refufed . their allowance of thefe 
difhes, from the apprehenfion-of their being compofed of unwholefome 
fleth . 


rw 
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But it was not mercly from the information of others that we felt a dif- 
guft at Chincfe cookery, as we had ocular demonftration of the grofs ap- 
petites of the Chinefe people. The pigs on board the Lion being affect- 
ed with a diforder, which is always fatal to thefe animals, feveral of 
them were thrown overboard ;—which circumftance being obferved by 
the Chinefe ce to the junks, they inftantly got out their boats 
and picked up thefe difeafed carcafes, which they immediately cut up, 
and having dreffed a part of them, appeared to make a very comfortable 
meal, that was accompanied with frequent marks of derifion at the 
Englith for their foolith extravagance, 


We were at firft difpofed to believe that this grofsnefs of appetite 
was confined to the lower claffes of the people, who were generally in 
{uch a ftate of indigence, as to be glad to obtain meat in the accidental 
way which we have juft mentioned: but we afterwards learned, that 
the more independent claffes of people, and even the mandarins them- 
felves, are not exempt from a cuftom, in domeftic ceconomy, at which 
the eager appetite of the ftarving European would revolt. 


In the warm feafon, this part of the country fwarms with mof- 
quitos, that tormenting infect which is fo diftreffing to the inhabitants 
of the warmer climates. 


This morning’I went on board the accommodation junk, occupied 
by Captain Mackintofh, of the Hindoftan, who was required to ac- 
company the embafly to Pekin. The fquadron, in the mean time, 
received inftrutions to return to Chufan harbour, and to wait there till 
further orders. 


The junks, or Chinefe veffels, are formed on a conftruction I never 
remember to have feen in any other part of the world. They are 
built of beach wood and bamiboo, with a flat bottom: they are of 
different fizes, from thirty to an hundred feet in length ; the breadth 
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of the largeft are from twenty to thirty feet, and the fmalicr ones in 
proportion. 


_In this junk there was on the firft deck a range of very neat and 
commodious apartments, which were clean, and decorated with paint- 
ings. They confifted of three fleeping apartments, a dining parlour, 
with a Kitchen, and two rooms for fervants. Whe floor is made to 
-hft up, by hatches all along the junk, to each of which there is a brafs 
‘ring : beneath is an hold, or vacant fpace for containing lumpery and 
‘the quantity of goods that can be ftowed away in thefe places is almost 
mcredible. 


On the upper or main deck, there isa range of fourteen or fiftcen 
{mall chambers, allotted for the ufc of the men belonging to the junk, 
and an apartment for the captain or owner of the veffel. 


In the lower deck, the windows aré made of wood, with very {mall 
fquare holes, covercd with a fort of glazed, tranfparent paper ; the 
fathes are divided into four parts, and made. to take out occafionally, 
either to admit the air for coolnefs, or to fweeten the apartments. On 
the outfide there is a coloured curtain, that extends from one end of 
the junk "to the other, which, in very hot weather, is unfurled and 


fixed up to fhade the apartments from the heat of the fun. There are- 


alfo fhutters, which flide before the windows on the outfide, to pre- 
vent the effects of cold weather, or any inclemeney of the {eafon. 


There is a gang-way on both fidcs of the veffel, about thirty inches 
broad, by way of paflage, without entering into any of the apartments ; 
and though many of thefe veffels carry from two to three hundred 
tons, they only draw three feet water, fo that they can be worked with 
cafe and fafety in the moft fhoaly rivers. Some of thefe junks have two 
mafts, though, in general, they have but one, with a very aukward 
kind of rudder; and the more elegant veffcls of this kind, which | 
have jut detcribed, are only calculated for the navigation of a river; 
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ag they are nat conftrudted with fudlicienr ftrength to refift the violéat: 
effects of wind and weather. 


It Ts ufual for all veffels which navigate the rivers in (¢-hina,,to have 
alamp, with alighted candle in it, hoifted to the maft head, | as foon 
as it is dark,,to prevent thofe accidents whigh: would otherwife very 
frequently happen from veffels running foul’ of each other. Thefe. 
tamps are made of tranfparcnt paper, with charaéters printed. on it, to 
notify, what junk it. is, or the rank. of apy, paffengers on Board it : 
if they are perfons of diftinction, three of thefe lanterns. are ufually 
fufpended. The veffel is alfo “illuminated in other parts of it, parti-- 
cularly round the deck ;.and the number of lights are generally. pro- 
postioncd to the rank of the perfons who occupy the junk.. The fame 
fervice which the lamps perform by. night, as far-as relates to notificas. 
tion, is performed in the day-time. by. filken enfigns, whofe printed 
characters fpecify in the fame manner, the exifting circumftances of 
the veffel. It may. be eafily conceived, that,. from the. prodigious 
number. of junks which navigate this. river, a very. pleafing, and 
fometimes, indeed, a grand effect is produeed,. by fuch an aflemblage 
of lights moving aléng the. waters. 


1 am not qualified to determine whethersit ‘proceeds. from the domef- 
tic policy: of the Chinefe, from prejudice, .in favour .of long-eftablithed 
habits, og.an ignorance of mechanics, but:they have not made any.ad-. 
vancement in the fcience of. naval architecture: the jyunks of. the. 
laft century, and thofe of the prefent day, are invariably the fame. 


The order in which the. veffels, appropriated for the purpofe of: 
conveying the Britifh embafly to Pekin, proceeded, was.as-follows :. 


The grand Mandarin, and his {uite, in five junks. . 
Junk, No.1, His Excellency the Earl Macartney. . 
Ditto, —- 2. Sis George and Mr, Staunton. 
— 3. Mrs. Plumb, the Chinefe interpreter. 
3: Junk, 
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Junk, No. 4. Licutenant-Colone!l Benfon, Lieutenant Parifh, and __'79%- 
Lieutenant Crewe. Auget 

Ditto, «5. Captain Mackintofh, of the Hindoftan, Mr. Max- 

well, Door Gillan, and Mr. Huttnes. 
ae = 6. Mr. Barrow, Mr. Winder, and Mr. Baring, (fon of 

- Sir Francis Baring). 

some = 7, Doctor Scott, Doctor Dinwiddie, Mr. Hickey, and 

Mr. Alexander. 


‘Thefe, with the junks which contained the foldiers, mechanics, and 
feryants, completed the naval proteffion. 
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Lord Macartney leave Mettow, and: fets fail for Pekin. Beauty-andi 
fertility of the country. Various cireumfancesof the veyage.« The - 
jfoldiers af China defcribed, The navigationf the river.’ Some ac+- 
count of the tea-tree, with the manner of making tka as a beverage. 
Prodigious population. of the country. Arrive at the. city of Tyen-. 
fing. Some account. of it. A Chinefe play. Defcription of the 
mandarin’s palace, &e.. 


\ Tuis morning the Ambaffador: paid a vifit to the principal “man-.. 


darin of Mettow, to take leave, on. his departure for Pekin : and at- 
eleven o’clock, the fleet of junks, with his Excellency and the whole. 
fuite on board, proceeded on their voyage. 


We received a.large fupply of provifions, ready dreffed, together: 
with tea, fugar, bread, vegetables of all forts, and a large quantity of: 
fruit, comffting of. apples, pears, grapes, and oranges, which never; 
failed to make a part of thofe fupplies for the table with which the - 
embaffy was at all’: times furnifhed, in the greateft abundance: We 
alfo received, at this time, a provifion of wood and charcoal, for culi- . 
nary ufes. I made fome inquiries after mineral coal, but it was not 
knowh at Mettow, nor could Ilearn whether it is found or ufed jn any. 
part of China. . 


We had proceeded ‘but -a very few miles. up the river, when. the 


» country difplayed profpects.of fuch peculiar novelty and beauty . as - 


would baflle any.attempts of mine. to defcribe them. The view on 
all fides prefents. fields rich in ,various cultivation, with extenfive 
meadpws covered with’ fheep and the. fineft cattle. Their gar- 
dens appeared to be equally difpofed for domestic ufe and pleafure ; 

producing 
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producing. at the fame time abundance of vegetables, and the fincft 
fruits ; while the eye was charmed with the beauty of their fcenery, and 
the gaiety of their decorations. Qn the firft glimpfe of their grounds, 
whether applied to the. more folid ufes of agriculture, or the more 
elegant arrangement of: their gardens, in. raifing grain and efculent 
plants,. or: cultivating fruits and flowers, I was. convinced that the 
Ghinefe were no mean proficients in botanical knowledge, as well 
as the fcience of farming, and the art of ornamental gardening. 4 alfo 
ebferved, .that the: fields were.as well gyarded by fences, both in the 
form of hedges and ftone walls, as any 1 had {cen in the enclofed parts 
of my own country. 


During the day, the guards belonging to the mandarin marched 
along the banks of the river; and at night pitched their tents oppofite 
to. the {tation where the junks lay at anchor ; when they kept a regular 
watch till the hour of the morning whert the fleet proceeded on its voyage. 
The front of each tent was adorned with lamps, fo that the camp on 
fhore, and the junks on the water, formed together a confiderableillu- 
mination, and produced a.very.uncommon and pledfing. effect. . 


The centinels .on:fhore have, each of them, a piece of hollow bam- 
boo, which. they ftrike at regular intervals, with a mallet, to announce 
that they: are awake and vigilant in their refpective flations. . ‘This 
cuftom, as I was informed by the peyings, or foldiers themfelves, is 
univerfal throughout the Chinefe army. 


We were awakened at a very early hour by the found of the gongs, 
which, was the fignal for failing. . 


The gong: is:an. inftrument of a circular form, made of bray; it 
refembles, in: fome degree, the cover.of a large ftewpan, and is. ufed as 
bells. or .trumpets are in Europe; to convey notice, or make fignals 
from one place to another : when they are ftruck. with a large wooden 
mallet, which. is covered with leather, a found is produced that may 


be diftinétly heard at the diftance of a league. 
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We reccived the ufual fupply of provifions, with the addition, for 
the firft time, of fome wine of the country in a ftone jar: its colour 
is nearly that of what is called Lifbon wine in England, and is equally 


‘Clear : it is rather ftrong, but is of an unpleafant flavour, being harfh 


and fharp, and, in fhort, thas more the tafte of vinegar than wine. 


“The jar which contaihed it was equal, in meafure, to three Englith gal- 


Jons; and the mouth of it was covered with a large plantane leaf, clofed 
in wh a cap of clay ; on which was fixed a red label, marked with 
certain Chinefc characters, to denote, as I fuppofe, the contents of the 
weffcl. 


* We paffed feveral very populous towns on both fides of the river, 
but fituated at fome diftance from it. ‘The Ambaffador, however, 
received military honours from the foldiers belonging to them, whe 
were drawn up on the bank, on either fide, contiguous to their re- 
fpective cantonments ; and furrbunded by an immenfe crowd of {pec- 
stators. 


The uniform of the foldiers confifts of a large pair of loofe, black 
nankeen trowfers, which they ftuff into a kind of quilted cotton 
{tockings, made in the form of boots. They always wrap their feet 
in a cotton rag befare they draw thefe boots over their trowfers ; they 
add alfo a pair of very clumfy fhoes, made of cotton, the foles of 
which are, at leaft, an inch thick, and very broad at the points. 
Thcle trowfers have no waiftband, fo that they Jap over, and are tied 
with a piece of common tape, to which is generally fufpended a {mall 
leathern bag, or purfé, to contain money. Thefe {oldiers do not ufe 
either fhirts, wailtcoats, cr neckloths; but wear.a large mantle of 
black nankeen, with loofe fleeves, which is edged with nankeen of a 
red colour. Round their middle there is a broad girdle, ornamented 
in the center with what appears to be a pebble of about the fize of 
shalf-a-crown, though, as I was infarmed, it is an hard fubftance 
or pafte made of rice. From this girdle is fufpended a pipe and bag 
to hold tobacco, on one fide, and a fan on the other; which are 

annually 
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annually allowed them by the Emperor, as well as a daily portion of | 1793+ 
tobacco, a plant that grows in the utmoft abundance in every part of ~ Augua. 
China. 


The Chinefe. troops were always, when I faw them, drawn up in 
fingle sanks, with a great number of colours or ftandards, which are 
chiefly made of green filk, with a red bordery and enriched with. 
golden charaéters. They wear. their fwords on the lett fide, but the 
handle or hilt is backwards, and the’ point forwards, fo that, when 
they. draw thefe weapons, they put their hands behind their backs, and 
unfheath them without being immediately perceived ; a manceuvee- 
which they execute with great dexterity, and-is well adapted for the 
purpofes of attack, as a foreign antagonift, who is not accuftomed ta 
this.mode of affault, would be probably wounded, at leaft, before he 
was prepared to defend himfelf againft it. Under their left arm ig 
flung a bow; and a quiver, generally containing twelve arrows, 
hangs on their backs ; others are armel with match-lacks of a very 
rufty appearance... 


Their:heads are fhaved round the crown, ears, and neck, except a: 
fmall part on the back of the head, where the hair, which is encou- 
raged to grow to a great length, hangs down their backs i in a plait, and. 
is tied at the end with a riband. They wear a {hallow ftraw hat very 
neatly made, which is neceffarily tied under.the chin wjth a ftring, and 

is decorated with a.bunch of camel’s hair, dyed of a-red eigen 


On all:occafions, fimilar to that which brought thefe troops tthe 
banks of the river to do military honour to the Britifh Ambaffador, a 
temporary arch covered with filk is placed at.each end of the line, in 
which the.mandarins fit till the proceffion,.or perfon to be faluted, 
appears, when they.come forward and make their appearance, Near 
thefe arches are three fmall {wivels about thirty inches in length, which 
are fixed in the ground with the muzzle pointing to the air: thefe are 


difcharged as the perfon to be. honoured with the falute paffes the 
mandarin. 
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mandarin at the end of thedine. This mode of firing falutes the 
Chinefe very fenfibly adept to prevent accidents, obferving, at the 
fame time in their account of it, that.a loaded gun fhould never be 
levelled, but at their enemies. In the management of artillery and 
fire-arms, it is not to be fuppofed that Europeans can derive any 
one improvement from: the inhabitants of the eaft ; but we well know, 
neverthelefs, that very melancholy, and fomctimes fatal accidents are 
occafioned from the want of fimilar regulations, by the difcharge both 
of ggcat guns and fmall arms on our days of public rejoicing. 


“The houfes, feattered on the banks of the river, were chiefly built 
of mud, rarely intermixed with fome of a better fornr, which were 
sonitructed of ftone, and finifhed with great neatnefs ; producing a 
very pretty effect, as we paffed them, from the water. 


The women at thefe places, of whom we faw great numbers, 
have their feet and ancles univerfally bound with red tape, to prevent, 


_as it is faid, their feet from growing of the natural fize: fo very tight 


is this bandage drawn round them, that they walk with great diffi- 
culty ;.and whem we confider that ‘this extraordinary practice com- 
mences with their infancy, it is rather a matter of furprize that they 
fhould be able to walk at all. If we except this ftrange management, 
or rather mifmanageynent, of their feet, and their head-drefs,, there is 
very little diftinctian between the drefs of the males and females. 


The women wear their hair combed back on the crown of the 
heads’ and Gnoothed with ointment : it is.then neatly rolled into a fort 
of cJuk, and ornamented with artificial flowers and large filver pins : 
the haie on the back part of the head is done up as.tight as poffible 
and inferted beneath the club. ‘In every other refpe@ their drefs 
correfponds with that of the men: they differ, indeed, in nothing from 
that cf the foldiers, which has been already defcribed, but that they 
bea: no arms, have no.red border on their clothes, or tuft of hair on 
their hats. ; 


As 
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As far as I could judge of the Jength of this day’s voyage, it could 
not have exceéded twenty-four miles ; in the courfe of which we rec- 
koned upwards of fix hundred junks that paffed us, and I may fay, 
without the leaft fear of exaggeration, that we faw twice that number 
lying at anchor ; nor fhall I hefitate to add, that, on the moft mode- 
rate computation, we beheld at leaft half a million of people. 


The river, befides the variety and extent of its navigation, is in 
itfelf a grand and beautiful object, and enriched with an equaldiftri- 
bution of rich and picturefque f{cenery ; its courfe waves in the fineft 
meanders ; its banks on either fide are adorned with elegant villas and 
delightful gardens ; while the more diftant country offers the inter- 
mingled profpeét of fplendid cultivation and landfcape beauty. 


“rhe fleet came to anchor clofe into the fhore at eight o’clock in the 
evening. 


The gongs, as ufual, gave the fignal for weighing anchor, and pro- 
ceeding on our voyage. ‘The weather was extremely hot and fultry, 
and the country continued to wear that appearance of fertility, which 
had hitherto diftinguithed it. 


We for the firft time faw fome plantations a the tea tree, an object 
which was rather interefting to the natives of a country, where, though 
the climate will not admit of its growth, it has defcended, from being a 
luxury, into a neceffary of life. 


The tea tree is of a dwarf fize, with a narrow leaf refembling 
myrtle. It was the feafon when thefe trees were in blofiom, which the 
Chinefe pluck and dry; and the younger the bloffom is, when 
plucked, the higher the flavour of the tea is confidered with which it 
is mixed, 
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It is a curious circumftance that, although this province is fo- 
abundant in its produce of tea, it appears to be a very {carce commodity 
among the lower clafs of peaple ; as the men. belonging to our junk. 
never failed, after we had. finifhed ous.breakfaft, to requeft the boon of 
our tea-leaves, which they drained and fpread in the fun until they- 
were dry; they then boiled them for a certain time, and poured: them. 
with the liquor into a ftone jar, and this.formed their ordinary be- 
verage. When the water is nearly drawn off, they add more boiling 
water i, and in this manner thefe leaves are drawn and re-boiled for 
feveral.weeks. On fome particular occafions, they put a few grains of 
freth tea into a cup, and, after having poured boiling water upon it, 
cover it up: when it has remained in this flate fora few minutes, they 
drink it without fugar, an article which the Chinefe never mix with 
their tea. | 


We this day paffed feveral populous villages, campofed of very neat. 
houfes of one ftory,, and built of brick ;. and from every one of them the: 
Ambaffador received thofe honours which have been already defcribed. 
The crowds of people which affembled to fee a. parade of fo much, 
novelty as the fleet that conveyed, the Britith embafly, were beyond all 
calculation, and almoft beyond belief, and gave us a complete idea of 
the immenfe population, attributed to the Chinefe empire. Nor was. 
the ftate of the navigation that appeared on the river. lefs aftonithing ; 
the junks which we continued to fee at every moment of our paflage,. 
were fometimes fo numerous,. that. the water was covered with them.. 


P | 
The‘Hleet came to an anchor at the ufual hour. of eight o’clock in the 


evening. 


At four o’clock in the. morning. we ‘renewed ‘our woyage 3. the: 
country till appearing in its ufual fate of fertility and beauty ; and 
as far as the delighted eye could reach, an uncultivated fpot ‘was no 
where to be feen, 


The 
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“The banks of the river were now varied with fields of millet and 
tice. The ftalks of the former are very tall, with branching leaves, 
and the points of them bear the feed, which is a very principal article 
of food in this country. The rice grows very much like our corn, 
and thrives beft in a marfhy foil: I obferved, indeed, that fome of the 
rice fields were entirely covered with water. 


About fix o’clock we approached the city of Tyen-fing, where we 
were met by crowds of {pectators, both in junks and on the fhote, that 
exceeded all calculation. 


As we proceeded, we faw a long range of heaps, or ricks, of fall, 
in ranks, or columns of fifty each, from front to rear: thefe heap» 
are about eighteen or twenty feet f{quare, and twenty-four feet in 
height, and are covered with matting to preferve them from the effects 
of the weather ; each of them containing, as I was informed, about 
five hundred tons of falt. In this order, and without variation, or 
interruption, the range continued for two miles along the banks of 
the river. For what purpdfe this immenfe quantity of fale was de- 
pofited there I could not eam; not was there any appearance of a 
manufactory to juftify the idea of its being made there, 


At nine o'clock we entered the city, amidft the noife and thoutings 
of, I doubt not, fome hundred thoufands of fpectators. The houfes 
of this place are built of brick, and, in general, are carried to the 
height of two ‘ftories, with roofs of tiles: they were all fa lead 

Jour, and had a very neat and pretty appearance. The ‘place, 
however, is not formed on any regular plan: the ftreets, or rather 
alleys, are fo narrow, as to admit, with difficulty, two perfons to 
walk abreafts and have no pavement. It.is, however, of great ex- 
tent, and populous beyond all defcription. 


Before the palace of the mandarin, a larger body of troops was 
drawn up than we had yet feen, who carried, at leaft, one hundred 


and fifty ftandards. 
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At half paft ten, the Ambaffador, attended by all his fuite, guards, 
&c. in full formality, went on fhore to pay a vifit te:the chief 
mandarin of the city, whofe palace is at a {mall diftance from. the 
river, and placed in the center of a very fine garden: it is a lofty 
edifice, built of brick, with a range of palifadoes in the front, fanci- 
fully gilt and painted. The center building has three, and the wings 
two ftories. The ouffide wall is decorated with paintings, and the 
roof is coloured with a yellow varnifh that produces a very {plendid 
cffecte This building contains feveral interior courts, handfomely 
paved with broad flat ftones. 


The Ambaffador, and his fuite, were entertained with a cold colla- 
tién, confifting of difhes dreffed in the fafhion of the country, with 
tea, fruit, and a great variety of confectionary ; a branch of table 
luxury, which is well underftood by the Chinefe. 


A play was alfo performed on the occafion, as a particular mark of re- 
fpect and attention to the diftinguifhed vifitor. The theatre is a {quare 
building, built principally of wood, and °is erected in the front of the 
mandarin’s palace, The ftage, or platform, is furrounded with gal- 
leries ; and the whole was, on this occafion, decorated with a pro- 
fufion of ribbons, a ee ftreamers ef various colours. The thea- 
trical exhibitions confifted chiefly of warlike reprefentations ; fuch as 
imaginary battles» with {words, {pears, and Jances ; which weapons 
the performers managed with an aftonifhing activity. ‘The foenes were 
beautifylly gilt and painted, and the dreffes of the. ators were orna- 
mentél in conformity to the enrichments of the fcenery.: The expi- 
bition was varied alfo, by feveral very curious deceptions by flight'of 
hand, and theatrical machinery. There was alfo a difplay of that 
{pecies of agility which confifts in tumbling, wherein the performers 
executed their parts with fuperior addrefs and aGivity. Some of the 
actors were dreffed in female characters ; but I was informed at the time, 
that they were eunuchs, as the Chinefe never fuffer their women to 
appear in {uch a ftate of public exhibition as the ftage. The per- 

formance 
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formance was alfo enlivened by a band of mufic, which confifted en- 
tively of wind inftruments : fome of them were very long, and refem- 
bled.a trumpet ; others had the appearance of French-homs, and clari- 
nets: the founds of the latter brought to my recollection that of a Scotch 
bag-pipe; and thcir mufic, being deftitute both of melody and harmony, 
was of cpurfe, very difagrecable to our ears, which are accuftomed to 
fuch perfection in thofe effential points of mufic.’ But we had every 
reafon to be fatisfied with the entertainment, the circumftanees of which 
were replete with novelty and curious amufement. 


The drefs of the foldicrs was, with their arms and accoutrements, 
the fame as thofe which we have already defcribed, except in the 
colour, which was both white and blue, though equally bound with the 
fame broad red binding: fome of theny, on the prefent occfion, were 
employed, with long whips, to keep off the crowd from prefling on the 
proceflion of the Ambaflador and his {uite. 


His Excellency was faluted, both on his arrival and at his depar- 
ture, with three pieces of {mall ordnance: and, foon after his return to 
the veffel the flect fet fail, amidft the greateft concourfe of boats and 
people I ever beheld :—indeed, fo great was the crowd of both, that I 
confidered it to be impoffible for us to pafs on without being the wit- 
nefles of confiderable mifchief. One very old junk that lay at anchor 
had fuch a number of people on board it, to fee the extraordinary fight 
of the day, that the fternmoft part of the deck yielded to the enormous 
preffure, and fuddenly gave way, when about forty of thefe curious 
people fell into the river, and feveral of them were unfora) tely 
drowned. Some were, indeed, faved by clinging to the ropes which 
were thrown out to them; though it was very evident to thofe who 
witnefled the accident, that curiofity rather than humanity prevailed on 
the occafien:; and thatthe people were more anxious to get a fight of 
the foreigners, than to fave the lives of their countrymen, 


We 
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We received the ufual fupply of provifions of all kinds, and 2 
large jar of wine, from the mandarin, which contained about ten Eng- 
lith gallons: it was found to be of a much fuperior quality to that 
which had becn received on a former occafion, and had not only the 
flavour, but the calour, of mountain. . 


A confiderable proportion of thefe provifions was diftributed among 
the crews of the junks, who received fuch an acceeptable mark of 
kindnefs with the utmoft gratitude and delight. The fwperftuous 
hofpitality of their country proved, as it ought to do, 2 fource of 
occafional plenty to thefe poor people, during the courfe of that 
voyage in which we were camducted by their fkill and labour. 


It may here be mentioned that, as the quota of provifions allotted 
‘by the Chinefe government for the maintenance of the embafly, was 
on the calculation that every igdividual kept a feparate table, it mutt 
have been, as it really was, infinitely beyond the poflibility of being 
confumed by thofe. alent for whofe ule it was prefented. 


CHAP. VI. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Violent form of thunder and lightning. Prefents difttibuted among the 
faite of the embaffy. The manner of towing the junks. The ordi- 
wary meals of the Chinefe, and their mode of preparing them. ~ The 
increafing appearance of the navigation Strange habit of the lower 
claffes of the natives. Paffed the town of Cho-tang-poa. Circum- 
frances of the river. A vifit from the mandarin of Tyen-fine to the 


Ambaffador, His procefion deferibed. The neainefs, fertility, and. 


warious productions of the fields on cach fide of the river.. 


Asovur four o’clock in the morning there was a moft tremendous 
ftorm of thunder, lightning, and rain, which. lafted about two hours. 


The Mandarin of 'Tyen-fing having fent three parcels of coloured: 


filk, asa ptefent, to be diftributcd among the embafly, Mr. Max- 
well, by Lord Macartney’s order, delivered twcMpieces of it to cach 
gentleman in his fuite: but as the remainder did not allow of a fimi-- 
lar divifion, the lots were all feparated and numbered ;. when the me- 
chanics, fervants, and muficians, took their chance in drawing them, 
and, except three perfons, they all obtained two pieces ofthe 
manufagure. The foldiers received, each of them, half a piece: 

thefe, pigces were only half a yard wide, and about feven yards and an 
half in ;. the colours were green, mulberry, and pink ; but the 
filk was of ‘a very indifferent quality, and would not, in England, 
be worth more, ‘than eighteen-pence a yard. It may, therefore, be 
very. eafily ‘imagined that, on the. fpot, the prefent was. of little. or no, 
value to thofe. who received it. 
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During the great part of this day the junks were towed along’ by 
men particularly hired for that’ purpofe: and the mode of drawing 
thefe veffcls, as may be fuppofed, is very diffcrent from that employed 
on fimilar oecafions in any ‘of the Enropean rivers. 


On all the rivers of China there are large bodies of men, whofe 
bulinefs it is to drag, or tow the junks, when the wind or tide fails. 
‘Lhe method of proceeding in this bufinefs is by fattening one rope to 
the thait, and another to the head of the junk, which, being properly 
{ecured, the draughtfmen take the rope on fhore along with them ; the 
length of which muft depend, in a great meafure, on the breadth of the 
river, ‘Thefe men have, each of them, a picce of wood, about two fect 
Sind an half in length, with a piece of ftout cord at each end, by which it is 
faftened to the ropes attached to the junk.: thefe pieces of wood being 


‘ thrown over their heads, reft upon their breafts, and by leaning againft 


them the towers increafe the power of their exertions : they are thus har- 
nefled, if I may ufe the expreffion, ina itrait line, at the diftance of about 
a pace and an half from each other, ans when they are all ready, the 
leader of them gives the fignal: they then begin a particular kind of 
march, the regularity of whofe ftep is effential to the draft of the 
veffel, and can only be maintained by a fort of chime which they 
chant on the sae A this chime, or cry, is a kind of brief fong ; 
but the words, as“far as I could learn, have no more meaning an- 
nexed to them, ‘than the bawling tones employed by our feamen, as 
notices to pull at the fame moment: they appeared, however, to give 
the fyilowing diftin@, articulate founds, not altogether ualike fomc 
of thofe which we might hear on the Thames, or the Severn.~-Hoy- 
alla-hoya ;~—which word, for it is delivered as one, was fegularly 
fucceeded by the following ones—hoya, hoya, hoy—waudi-hoya. 
Thefe words are fung in a regular tune; and fo univerfal is this 
cuftom among the clafs of labouring Chinefe, that they cannot per- 
form the moft ordinary work, where numbers are employed ‘eget , 


without the aid of this vocal aceampaniment ; which I was difpofed 


¢o think, had fome afrecable notes in it, 
4 
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It-eemed, indeed, to be neceffary that thefe poor men thould have 
canfolation to fupport, or fome aid to aiffift, them in the prodigious 
Jabour of dragging thete large junks, both night and day, which ts 
frequently increafed by muddy banks, and marfhy fhores, where | 
have fometimes feen them wading up to their very fhoulders, and 
dragging one another, as well as the veflel, after them. 


This morning, at feven o'clock, we received our ufual fupply of 
provifions, which we were obliged to drefs ourfelves, as the Ghinete 
are fo very dirty in ¢heig mode of. cooke: sy) that it was impdtiible for 
the inhabitants of. a country where cleanlinefs is fo prevailing a cir- 
cumftance of the kitchen, unlefs impelled by fevere hunger, to fubmit 
to it. Their manner of.drefling meat is by cutting it in very fmall 
pieces,.,which they {ry.in oil, with roots and herbs. They have 
ey of foy and vinegar, which they add by way of fauce. 


The diet which the common people provide for themfelves is al- 
ways the fame, and they take their meals, with the utmoft regularity, 
-every four hours: it confifts of boiled, rice, arid fometimes of millet, 
with a few vegetables. or turnips chopped. {mall, “and fried amongtt 
oil: this they put into a bafon, and, when they mean to make a 
regale, they pour fome foy' upon it,, 


Their manner of boiling tice is the only circumfgnce of cleanlinefs 
which I, have obferved among them: they take a ceitain quantity of 
rice, and. wath it well i in, cold water ; after which it“ts. drained off 
shrough avfieve.: ‘they then put the rice ‘into boiling water, an and when 
it is quite foft, they, take it our witha ladle, and drain it again through 
a fieve: they:then put it into a clean veffel, and cover it up; there it 
remains‘ tl it. is: blanched as white as fhow, and as dry as a cruft, 
when the. Fice becomes a moft excellent fubftitute for, bread. 


The table on: which they eat their meals is no more than a foot from 
the ground, and they fit around it on the floor: the veffel of rice is 
M then 
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then placed near it, with which each perfon fills a fall bafon ; he 
then with a couple of chop-fticks picks.up his fried vegetables, which 
he eats with his rice; and this food they glut down in a moft wora- 
cious manner, Except om days of facrifice or rejoicing, the common 
people of China feldom have a better diet. Their drink, which has. 
alrcady been deferibcd, is an infufion of tea-leaves, 


We this day paffed feveral very populous villages, though, as far as- 
our €xpérience qualified us to determine, there is no fuch thing as.a 
village which is not populeus ; and ‘perhaps, after all, among the 
wonders. of this, country the popeanen is the greateft. - 


The fhores of the river was this day lined with fuch crowds of 
people to fee us pafs, as to baffle all defcription ; and the number.of 
junks which we paffed in this day’s voyage, I folemnly: believa, 
anil the leaft exaggeration, amounted to at leaft four thoufand: and 
if I calculate the people we faw in the different villages: at twenty times 
that number, the account, I believe, is very much below the reality. 
At each of thefe places the Ambafladér was faluted: in- the: ‘manner 
which has been already defcribed.. 


Although it is ia & very delicate picture, to prefent ta the attention 
of my readers, yet,/as I profels to give a relation of every thing which 
I faw, I thall of omit to mention, that, this evening, two.of the Chi- 
nefe belonging to our junk tripped themfelyes naked, and, picking 
off th¢*vermine, which were found in; great plenty.on’ their. ‘clothes, 
proceeded’ to eat:them with as nmcheagernefs and apparent Satisfacy 
tion. as if they were a gratifying and: delicate food... 


The wweashi was extremely hot and fultry; and the mufquitos fo 
troublefome during. the night, as to prove-a very painful interruption 
to our repofe, 
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We continued to pafs very extenfive ficlds of millet and rice, and 
the country, as we proceeded, maintained its character for fertility, 
cultivation, and abundance ; though in feveral parts it affumed a more 
varied and regular appearance than we had yet feen. 


In the forenoon we paffed a large town, whofe name is Cho-tung-poa. 
It is pleafantly fituated on the banks of the river, and is a place of 
confiderable extent. The houfes are of brick, and in gencral do not 
afcend ‘beyond one ftory: they were here remarkable for the walls 
which were erected in the front.of them, over which a great? number 
of ladies were feen taking a view of the junks as they pafled before the 
town; while the fpedtators, wiiom curiofity had led to the bagks of 
the river, were, as yfual, in fuch numbers as to renew our aftonith- 

ment, 


‘We now came to a fork of the river, and over the lateral branch 
of it there were two bridges of two arches, built of {tone on a pleafing 
form, and conftruéted witli’ the appearance of no common architec- 
tural knowledge. At a fmall diftance from them were the ruins of 
another bridge of one arch: it "had been built of hewn ftone, and the 
part which remained bore the appearance of a regular defign and 
European mafonry. At a {mall diftance from this ruin, and on a 
gentle eminence, was the feat or villa of the darin. It isa new 
{tone building of two ftories, ‘in a pleafing ue Rachie with 
a flight of fteps rifing to the door. The approach to twas through a 
neat gateway, which was not quite ‘finifhed ; the mafdyg were then 
employed in completing it; antl I was rathér furprifed off OBierving 
that ‘their {caffclding was “ereéted' on the fame principle, and their 
work conducted very much in the fame ‘manner, as is employed and 
pradiifed by the'builders of our own country. 


“PE katanke wvere towed during the greateft part of this day ; and at 
fix 0 dock in the evening they came to ‘an anchor near the fhore. 
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In a fhort time after the fleet came to its moorings, the grand man~= 
darin of Tyen-fing, efcorted by a numerous train of attendants, came- 
to pay a vifit to the Britifh Ambaflador.. 


The proceffion commenced with an advanced troop of men, who. 
were employed in fhouting aloud as they came on, in order to notify 
the approach of the «mandarin, that the way might be cleared from 
paffengers, and any accidental obftacle removed which might. impede: 
his puegrefs. This party was. followed at fome diftance by two men. 
carrying Yarge umbrellas of red filk, with a broad pendent curtain of 
the fame materials: they are’ ufed to thelter the palankin from the 
burnirlg rays of the fun. A large band of ftandard-béarers then. fuc. 
ceed ; the foot foldiers follow ; the palankin next appears which bears. 
the mandarin, and a large efcort of cavalry clofes the proceffion.. 


Such is the manner. in which perfons. of diftin@tion travel in China ;. 
and their particular rank and quality is marked by the, number of their 
attendants... 


The mandarin of Tyen-fing remained with Lord Macartney about: 
anhour.; and, on his return, the proceffion was illuminated by a great 
number. of people beaging lamps and ‘torches, which produced a very. 
{plendid appearance 


The heat ‘nt continued to be extreme: the: -country, ‘varies not in. 
the ferpility/Sf its appearance, and the. large fields pf corn, which we 
paffed to-day, appeared to be as fine, both as to crop. and cultivation, 
as thofe which are the boaft of England. We.. alfo, ‘pafled | 
plantation of tea, and a very great number of boxés vanged ig in order, 
for the purpofe of packing the teay, ‘and fending it to Canton. 





In this day’s voyage, the banks of the river. ‘appeared is in: {ach 
various clothing of art and nature, as to diftraét’the attention ; and ‘the 
alternate view of extenfive meadows, luxuriant fields, and the moft 
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beautiful gardens, did not fuffer the gratification of the eye, or the 
mind; to be for a moment fufpended. 


In the evening I went on fhore, and walked along the banks of 


the river for a couple of miles; and, ona nearer examination of the 
corn-fields, I found that the grain, which was now almoft ripe, was 


farmer... 


of a fuperior quality, and the hufbandry equal to that of the Englifh. 
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CHAP. VIL 


Arrive at the city of Tong-ichew, oi the voyage ends. . The em- 
baffy difembarks ; ceremonies on the occaffon. The place appointed 
Sor the reception of the prefents and baggage defcribed.. Defeription 

‘sof the huilding appropriated for the refidence of the, Ambafiador and 
his futte. The domeftic worfbip of the Chinefe. The entertainment 

_ of the embaffy. An account of the city of Tong-tchew. Circum. 
fiances relative to its civil government. The prefents for the Emperor 
‘examined, The artillery exercifed, Vifit from the mandarin, Mhe 
death of Mr. Eades, and bis funeral, The Ambaffador receives notice 
of the time appointed for bis departure for Pek, 


— As we proceeded on our voyage, the villages became more frequent, 


Auguft, 
Friday 16, 


and the people more numerous. We cantinued to receive our ufial 
fupply of meat, fowls, vegetables, and fruit ; and about five o’clock 
in the afternoon of this day, we arrived at the city of Tong-tchew, 
which is fituated at the diftance of twelve miles from Pekin, and 
where our voyage upAhis fine river found its termination. It may 
joual repetition of the fame fubjedt, but the tircum-. 
ftance appeared (0 be fo extraordinary, that I cannot fail to repeat it, 
hat, at this place, the people who covered the banks of 
the river far exceeded in number any thing that we had yet fen, | 





Soon after the arrival of the fleet at this place, Lord Macartney and 
Sir George Staunton, accompanied bythe cpndutting’ iatidarin, ‘Van 
Tadge-In, went on fhore to infpe& the place allotted for the landing the 
prefents and baggage, which the Chinefe had previoully erected for 
that purpofe. It contained about the fpace.of-anacre, fenced int With 
macting, and fornithed with long theds made of uiprights-of wodd and’ 
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matting, with a roof of. the latter, in order to prevent the packages 
from being injured by the rain or dew The ground was entirely 
covered with mats, and the place well guarded on all fides by petry 
mandarins and foldiers. 


The ‘grand mandarin of the place fent to inform the Ambaffador’ 


that a: public breakfaft would be prepared at the temple allotted for 
the refidence of the ‘embaffy, during its: ftay- at Tong-tchew, gn’ the 
following morning at feven o'clock ; to which Lerd Macamncy and 
his whole fuite, including mechanics, *foldiers, and fervants, were 
invited.. Notice of this general meflage was confequently given to 
each junk, and orders were at the fame time iffued to prepare tor dif, 
embarkation. 


At fix o’clock this morning two palanquins were fent for Lord Ma- 
cartney.and Sir George Staunton, wha, in about an hour. after their 
arrival, left the junks, and-.were carried to the temple already men- 
tioned, as the place appointed for.their-refidence,. efcorted by:a party 
of Chinefe foldiess and.an immenfe concourfe.of {pectators. 


The breakfalt confifted of a profufion: of ftews and: made difhes, 
meat of all kinds,. tea, wines,. boiled. BE with a great varicty of 
fruits, and elegant confectionary. 


A certain number of coolies, in.fmall boats, were orcsred to each 
junk, to remove ail the-articles belonging to the embaffy to ) the place 
already. mentioned as prepared for their reception. During the greater 
part of the forenoon I was employed in taking care that the proportion 
of haggage committed. to my.charge, was conveyed in fafety to the 
fheds, | 


At the pate..of this ipclofure there were two Chinefe officers, who 
infected all eafes and packages which were brought from the junks : 
they firft took their dimenfions, of which they appeared to take a 
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writt¢n account, and then pafted, as it feemed to me, a counterpart of 
their minute on every feparate article ; nor was a fingle box, package, 
or parcel, fuffcred to pafs, till it had’ undergone this previous cere- 


‘mony ; which was {pecially ordered, as ¥ was informed, to afcertain 


to the Emperor the quantity of prefents and baggage in poflcilion of 
the embafly. 


Eyery exertion was made both by us and the natives to contplete the 
landing ‘of our cargoes from the junks ; and fo much expedition was 
ufed on the occafion, that the whole of the private baggage, and a 


-great-part of the prefents, were fafely brought on fhore. ‘and placed 


in the.depot, in the courfe of this day. 


The temple, which had been appropriated by the Chinefe govern.’ 
ment for the refidence of the Britifh Ambaffador to Tong-tchew, is 


fituated about three quarters af a mile from the river, and about one 


mile from the city, and ftands on a rifing ground; the building has a 
neat appearance, but is fo very low, as to have no claim to that dif- 
tinction, which it might be expected to poflefs, when we-confider th 
purpofes to which it was applied. —It rifes no higher in any part of it 
ithan one ftory. 


“The entranc 6 this building is a common fquare pateway, that 
fneat, clean court, which was occupied by the foldiers 
belongin the embaffy, as a kind of barracks: another court beyond 
it, and to which there was an afcent of three fteps, contained {everal 
fall buildings, occupicd by the Chinefe who belonged to the houfe : 
immédiately adjoining to it, Lord: Macartney’s fervants occupied a 
fimilar fituation. Oppoftte to the fervants quarter was a {mall fquarc 
building, which is ufed asa place of worthip, and contains only onc 
room of common dimenfions: in the middle of this chamber .there 
was an altar, with three porcelane figures as Jarge as life placed upon 
it ; there were alfo candlefticks on each fide of it, which are lighted 
xegularly every morning and evening, and at fuch other times as’ per- 

fons 
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fons come there to pay their devotions. Before thefe images there is a 
{mall pot of duft, in which are inferted a number of long matches, 


that-are alfo lighted during the times of worfhip. Wien the period ef 


devotion is paft, the candles are extinguifhed, and the flame of the 
matches blown out,.but the matches are left too moulder away. When 
this ceremony is over, an attendant on the altar takesa foft mallet, with 
which he ftrikes a bell, that is tufpended to it, three times: the per- 
fons prefent then kneel betore the images, and bow down thar beads 
three times to the ground, with their hands clafped in cach ote fy 
which they extend over their heads ag they rife: a low Pow is te 
feen to conclude the ceremony of the daily worthip of the Chae. 
which is termed by them, chin-chin-joth, or worlhip of God. 


Such is the domeftic mode of worfhip that prevails throughout the 
whole empire of China, as every inhabitant of it, trom the mcancft 
peafant to the emperor himfelf, has an altar and a deity: the most 
wretched habitation is equally furnifhed in regard to its idols, though, 
as may be fuppofed, in proportionate degrees oe form and figure, with 
the Imperial palace. Nor are thofe who are confined to the occupa- 
tions of the water without them ; every kind of veflel that navigates 
the fea, or the river, being provided with its deity and its altar. 


The court adjoining to this domeftic chapeivis occupied by the 
Chinefe, and employed as a kitchen: from thence’dere is a circular 
entrance to that part of the building which was partiylarly afigened. 
to the Ambafflador and his fuite. a 


It furrounds a very handfome and {pacious court, which was uted 
as adining apartment on the occafion: on one fide of it there was un 
elegant platform, raifed on two fteps, with a beautiful roof, fupported 
by four gilt pillars ; and an awning was ftretched over the whole coin 
to protect it from the heat of the fun, “This plece was furnished ally 


with becutiful lamps, regularly difperfed all around it: they confill of 


frames made of box-wood, lined wit). tranfpaicnt filk and Aut cred 
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gauze of various colours, which, when the lamps are lighted, add 
very much to the pleafing effect of the illumination. The two prin- 
cipal fides of the court were occupied by the gentlemen of the fuite, 
who flept in two equal divifions in thefe feparate apartments. Lord 
Macartney and Sir George Staunton were each accommodated with 
a diftinét and feparate wing of the building. . 


At two o’clock dinner was ferved up for the Ambaffador and his 
compafiy iit confifted of about one hundred various difhes, dreffed 
according 40 the cookery of the country ; they confifted principally of 
ftews, and were ferved in {mall bafons: there were neither table-cloths 
or knives and forks; and the only method thefe people have of con~ 
vcying their meat to the mouth is by fmall pointed lengths of wood, 
or ivory, in the form of pencils. It is abfolutely neceffary, therefore, 
that their folid food fhould be cut in {mall pieces. 


During the time of dinner, a great number of Chinefe, who belong- 
ed, as I fuppofe, to the mandarin, whofe office it was to fuperintend 
the arrangements for accommodation of’ the embaffy, crowded round 
the table ; when they not only expreffed their furprife by peculiar ac- 
tions and geftures, but frequently burft into fhouts of laughter. 


a guard of Briti&foldiers was ordered to attend on the Ambaffador’s 
apartments ; Wut as they were removed from public view, thefe 
centinelswtte placed at the outer gate, and the entrance of the inner 
court, that they might attract the notice of the Chinefc, and elevate 
the confequence af the diplomatic miffion, in the general opinion of 
the people of the country ; a circumftance on which the fuccefs of it 
was fuppofed, in a great meafure, to depend. 


In order to vp poffible dignity and importance to the embaffy, 


In the feveral apartments of the building appropriated to the refi- 
dence and ufes of the embaffy, Chincfe fervants were diftributed, tg 
tupply thofe who were difpofed to call for drink, with the beverage 

of 
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efthe country: fuch as kie tigau, hot tea; liang tigau, cold tea; with 
liang {wee, cold water; kie fwee, hot water ; pyng {wee, ice water ; 
and any of thefe liquors were ready to be brought whenever they 
fhould be demanded, from an carly hour of the day, till night. 


This morning I took the opportunity to vifit the city of Tong-tchew, 
with its fuburbs ; and with no fmall fatigue, ard fome trouble, I tra- 
nerfed the greateft part of it. 


It appears to be built in a {quare fogm, and is defended?” by a very 
ftrong lofty wall, with a deep ditch on the outfide of it in the mofi 
acceflible parts; the wall makes a circuit of about fix miles, is thirty 
feet high, and fix broad: it has three gates, which are well forcificd; 

each being defended by ramparts mounted with cannon: there is 


alfo a ftrong guard within them towards the city, in a ftate of 


regular duty. ‘Vhefe gates are always fhut at ten at night, and opened 
at four in ghe morning; the keys of ‘which are always lodged with 
the mandarin of the city at night, and returned to the officer of the 
guard in the morning ; on whtich occafion a report is made of whai- 
ever may have occurred, and fuch orders are iffued as circumftances 
may require, 


“The houfes of this city are like the greater part of thofe I have {een 
in‘China, and rife no higher than one ftory : they drifter, however, in 
fome degree, from the common habitations of other places which 
we have paffed, that they are here almoft univerfally built of wood ; as 
there is very rarely a ftone or brick houfe to be feen, but fuch as are 
inhabited by the mandarins of the place. 


The exterior appearance of the houfes is very pleafing from the 
prettinefs of their decorations ; but they are moft wretchedly furnifhed 
within, if that term can be applicd where there is very Jitte or no fur- 
niture at all, They have only one apartment behind their thops, 
which is without floor or pavement, and muit ferve them for every 
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domeftic ufe and employment. Before the doors of the fhops, wooden 
pillars are erected, from which an awning is fufpended during the day, 
to proteét not only the paffengers, but the fhopkeepers themfelves, 
from the rays of the fun: fome of thefe pillars are confiderably higher 
than the houfes before which they ftand; and are not only gilt and 
painted, but decorated with ftreamers, which ferve as figns to denote 
the commodities of the particular fhops: the tops of them alfo are 
frequently mounted with a wooden figure, which ferves as a direction 


to the fag. 


As to variety, either in the form and dimenfions of the houfes or 
fhops, there is none; for an almoft univerfal famenefs prevails in 
the ftreets of this extenfive city: they differ, indeed, in breadth; 
and the inhabitants of thofe which are narrow, fpread matting from 
the tops of the houfes quite acrofs the ftrect, which is a very agreeable 
circumftanee in the hot feafons : there is alfo, for the convenience of 
foot paffengers, a pavement of four fect in breadth on each fide of 
every ftreet. 


Glafs is not any where ufed in China for windows, and the com- 
mon fubftitute for it is a thin glazed paper, which is pafted on the 
infide of a wooden lattice: filk, hoveever, is employed for this pur- 


pofe in the ae of the higher clafles of the people. 


‘Tong-tchev’ is a place of great trade, as appears from the vaft 
number of junks which we faw lying in the river before it ; and the 
aflonithing number of its inhabitants; which is very generally be- 
licved, as I was informed by fome of the refident merchants, to 
amount, at leaft, to half a million of people. 


During the fummer and the autumn months the heat here is very 
fultry and oppreflive: the winter, however, brings inclemency along 
with it, as ice of thirty inches thick is preferved here, in fubterranean 
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caverns, till the fummer. It is confidered as an article of great luxury 
among the people, who mix it with their drink, to give it a refrefhing 
coolnefs in the hot feafons of the year. 


In the courfe of my excurfigns through the city, I] endeavoured to 
make my {elf acquainted with the nature of its municipal government. 
Of this important fubject it is not to be fuppofed that I could learn much : 
1 was, however, in one way or other, made to underftand, that all civil 
caufes are determined by a certain number of inferior mandarins ex- 
prefsly appointed to the judicial office; bug that their decifion®irc fubject 
to the review of the chief mandarin of the place or diftriét, who may 
confirm or reverfe them at pleafure: this officer, and his decrees, are 
alfo fubjeét to the Viceroy of the province, from whom, in all civil 
caufes, there is no appeal. 


. 


In capital offences, the final determination refts with the Emperor 
alone; though it is very rare indecd, that a criminal is fentenced to 
die: but if fuch a circumftance fhould happen in the moft remote 
corner of the empire, application muft be made to the Emperor him- 
felf to annul, to mitigate, or enforce the fentence. Executions, how- 
ever, -are very feldom feen in China. 1 was very particular and 
curious in my inquiries on this fubjcct, wherever I had an opportunity 
to make them, and not one perfon that was queftioned on the occi- 
fion, and fome of them were, at lcaft, feventy years of age, had ever 
feen or known of a capital execution. Nor are the leer crimes to 
frequent as might be expected in fuch a populous and commercial coun- 
try ; as the morc obnoxious clafles of them, at Jeaft, are kept down 
by the vigour of the police, and the promputude of punifhment, 
which follows conviction without the delay of a moment :—a_regu- 
lation which might, in many cates, be adopted with the beft cflects by 

the boafted judicature of Great Britain, Nor fhall I hefitare to obferve, 
that whatever may be the defects or excclencies of the Chinefe gov 


ment, of which I am not altogether. qualified to judge, the people of 
China 
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China feem to be’happy and contented under it, and to enjoy as much 
liberty as is confiftent with the beft arrangements of civilifed fociety. 


“The palaces of the mandarins are the only public buildings which 


‘I.could difcover, or was informed of, in this extenfive city : they are 


built of brick, and appeared to be very fpacious ; but were more re 
markable for extent, than elegance or grandeur. 


I firfithed this curious excurfion in the evening, when 1 was not 


-only very auch fatigued by my walk, but very much _haraffed by the 


curiofity of the people. I was fometimes furrounded by twenty ar 
thirty of them, who prefled fo much upon me, that I was frequently 
wider the neceflity of taking: fhelter in fhops, till the crowd that per- 
{ccuted me was difperfed ; and, in return for the protection afforded me, 
I made fome purchafes of fans and tobacco-pipes, which were formed 
with curious neatnefs and ingenuity. 


This morning Mr. Barrow, the comptroller, received the whole of 


the remaining part of the prefents, which were lodged in the depot 


already defcribed. Lieut. Parifh of the royal artillery, with a party 
of his men, attended there to examine the ordnance ftores: they alfo 
uacaicd ‘the guns, and got them mounted on their carriages: they 
confifted of fix new brafs field pieces, two mortars, and one wall piecc, 
with complete artillery apparatus. On the report of the ftate of the 
ardnance, &c. being made to the Ambaffador, he was pleafed to come 
tothe fheds, attended by Col. Benfon, the officers, and other gentle- 
men, to fee the guns exercifed ; when feveral rounds were fired with 


great quicknefs, activity, and exactnefs. His Excellency remained 


there about two hours, when he returned to his refidence, where the 
gentlemen of the embafly dined in the fame manner as on the pre» 


«eding day, 


In the evening the Ambaffadar seceived a vifit from the attendant 
seandarin, accompanied by the chief mandarin of the city. The band 
was 
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was ordered on the occafion to play on the platform, and the Chi- 
nefe vifitors appeared. to be infinitcly delighted with the European 
mufic. 


This evening, at eight o’clock Mr. Harry Eades, one of the me- 
chanics attached to the embaffy, died in confequence of a violent flux, 
with which he had- becn: for fome time affli@ed. Mr. Plumb, the 
interpreter, was rcquefted to order a coffin on the occafion; apd, as 
thefe fad receptacles arc always, ready made in China, oug,depa.ted 
companion was foon placed, with all poftible decency, in es to 
reccive the laft act of refpect which we can pay to each other, 


The coffins of this Gountry are all of the fame fize, and beara 
fronger refemblance to a flat-bottomed boat, than to thofe of Europe: 
they are very ftrong and heavy, and the lid is not nailed duwn, as 
with us, but faftened with a cord. 


About eleven o’clock there began a moft.tremendous ftorm of 
thunder, lightning, and rain, which continued without any inter- 
miffion till four o’clock. 


This morning the Ambaffador gave orders for the funeral of Mr. 
Harry Eades,. which, in order to give the Chinefe a favourable im- 
preflion even of our funeral folemnities, was directed ‘to be performed 
with military honours, 


All the fervants, mechanies, and muficians, attached to the em- 
baffy, were ordered to be in readinefs on the occafion: Co}. Benfon 
alfo iffued orders to the troops to appear with their fide arms, except 
a ferjeant and fix privates of the royal artillery, who were ordered to 
be armed and accoutered for firing over the grave. As no clergyman 
accompanied the embaffy, I was appointed to read the funeral fervice 
ef the Church of England on this melancholy occafion. 


Ar 
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At nine o’clock the proceffion began in the following order : 


Detatchment of the royal artillery, with arms reverfed. 
The coffin fupported on men’s fhoulders, 

Two fifes playinga funeral dirge. . 

The perfon appointed to officiate at the grave. 

The mechanics, fervants, &c. two and two. 

The troops then followed, and clofed the whole. 


This poceffion was alfo accompanied by feveral of the gentlemen 
belonging to the embafly. 


Thus we procceded, with all due folemnity$ to the burying-ground, 
which is fituated about a quarter of a mile from the Ambaflador’s 
refidence ; and where permiffion had been pranted for the interment 


of our countryman, with a liberality that would not have been prac- 


tifed in fome of the countries of enlightened Europe. Such a cere« 
monial, as may well be imagined, had excited the curiofity of the 
xity, and we were attended by a concourfe of fpectators that the moft 
interefting, and fplendid {pectacles would not affemble in the cities of 
K-urope. 


On our arrival at the place of interment, the foldiery formed a circle 
round the grave, with the firing party ftanding on the fide of it. ” The 
coffin being placed on two planks of wood, the funeral fervice was 
then read; when the body was committed with the ufual ceremonies 
to the earth, and the party difcharged three vollies over the grave,— 
which, according to a cuftom of the country that we cannot recon- 
cile with the general good fenfe of the people, had no greater depth 
than was juft neceflary to cover the coffin, 


In this burying-ground there was a great number of marble and {tone 
monuments with infcriptions on them. Some of thefe memorials were 
gilt, and enriched with various devices of no ordinary {culpture: this 

funeral 
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funeral {pot is very extenfive, but widiolit*any eck ~ There are, 
indeed, no public places-of burial, but sear ange’ towns and cities ; as, 
in the country, si is buried on the premifes where he had lived. 





When the grave was clofed; and this lat aét'of duty performed to 
the dead, the proceffion returned in the fame order that has been al- 
ready deferibed. 


The Ambaflador was vifited by feveral mandarins, a ntgrk of re- 
{ped which we were difpofed to*confider' as a favourable rognotti- 
cation of fuccefs in the great objects of this extraordittary miffion. 
His Excellency alfo received notice that llowirlg day was ap- 
pointed for the departure of the, embafly to Pekin, and that every 
necedlary preparation was.made for that purpofe.: 


de is‘a.curious circumftance that the place of refidence appointed for: 


the embafly, proved, after all, to be the houfe of a timber merchant, 
whofe:-yard was adjoining to it : ‘but the communication between them 
was, on this occafion, clofed up by-a temporary fixture of deals that 
were “nailed acrofs' iz: On making inquiry concetning the truth of 
what had been fuggefted to me, a Chinefe foldier pointed to the 
timber yatd; and, at the fame tine, made me underftand, that the 
owner of the place fold that kind of wood which was employed in the 
building of ju-*- 


oO CHAP. 


4793: 
Auguft. 


1793+ 
Le 


Auguft. 
Wednef- 
day a1, 


( 98 ) 


CHAP. VII. 


Leave the city of Tong-tchew. The road to Pekin deferibed. Arrive 
ata a darge town called Kiyeng-Foo, Halt there to breakfa oft. Pro- 
digious”, crowds of people to fee the embafly pafs. Arrive. at Pekin. 
Some ieoens of that city. Cuftams and manners of the Chinefe. 
Leave Pekin, Arrive at the imperial palace named Yeuman-man- 
yeumen. cea 


Tuis morning at two o’clock the general was beat through all the 
courts of the houfe, as a fignal for the fuite to prepare for their de- 
parture. After an hafty breakfaft, the whole of the embaffy was 
ready to proceed on their journey. The foldiers were firft marched 
off to covered waggons provided for them ; the fervants then followed, 
and were received: into fimilar machines ; the gentlemen of the fuite 
next proceeded in hight carts drawn by a fingle horfe. Lord Ma- 
cartney, Sir George Staunton, and Mr. Plumb, the interpreter, were 
conveyed in palanquins, which were each of them bome by four 
men. - 


The vehicles which carried the foldiers and fervants. were common 
hired carts, drawn by four horfes, unequally coupled together, and ‘co- 
vered with ftraw matting. The harnefs, if it may deferve that name, 
was made of rope and cordage. The fingle-horfg carts were covered 
with blue nankeen, and had doors of lattice work, lined with the fame: 
ftuff; the drivers walked by the fide of them. | 


At four o’clock this proceffion was. in motion, which confifted of 
fixty carts for the foldiers and fesvants, and twenty for the convey~ 
ance of the gentlemen belonging to the fuite, exclufive of carts for the 
I private 
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private baggage, and the coolies, or porters, employed to carry the 
prefents and heavy baggage, which were conveyed on their fhoulders ; 
four hundred of whom were employed on this extraordinary oc- 
cafion. : 


About five o’clock we had quitted the city of Tong-tchew, and 
entered immediately into a fine level country gf the moft luxuriant 
fertility, which, as far as the eye could reach, appeared to be one 
immenfe garden. 


The road along which we travelled, 1s not only broad Yut elegant ; 
and is a proof of the labour employed by the Chinefe g government to 
facilitate the communications between thyeaptrtt, and the prineipal 
parts of the kingdom. The middle of this road confifts of a pave- 
ment of broad flag ftones about twenty feet wide, and on each fide of 
it there is fufficient {pace to admit of fix carriages to run abreaft. The 
lateral parts are laid with gravel ftongs, and kept in continual repair 
by troops of labourers, who are ftationed on different parts of the road 
for that purpofe. 


At feven o'clock the cavalcade {topped at a large town, whofe name 
is Kiyeng-Foo. To call it populous, would be to employ a fuper- 
fluous expreflion, that is equally appropriate to the whole kingdom, as 
every village, town, and city; nay, every river, and all the banks of 
it, teems with people. In the country through which we have paffed 
the population is immenfe and univerfal : every mile brought us to a 
village, whofe inhabitants would have crowded our largeft towns ; 
and the number of villas fcattered over the country, on each fide of 
the road, while they added to its beauty, were proofs of its wealth. 
Thofe which we approached near enough to examine as we pafled, 
were built of wood, and the fronts of many of them were painted 
‘black, and enriched with gilded ornaments. 
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The day of our journey from, Tong-tchew to Pekin was, I doubt 
not, a matter of general notifiegtion, from the prodigiaus concourfe of 
people who abfolutely covered the road; and, notwithftanding the 
utmoft exertions of the mandarins to keep it clear, the preffure of the 
crowd was fometimes fo great, that we were obliged to halt, for at 
leaft a quarter of an hour, to prevent the accidents which might 
otherwife have happened from the paffage of the carts amidft' this con- 
tinual and innumerable throng. I cannot but add to the obftacles 
which yi, received from the curiofity of the Chinefe people, fome 
fmall degred:of mortification at the kind of impreflion our appearance 
feemed to rake on them: for‘they no fooner obtained a fight of any 
of us, than théy univerfally burft out intoloud fhouts of laughter: and 
1 mutt acknowledges “ittaimce did not, at this time, wear the appear- 
ance of people, who were arrived in this country, in order to obtain, 
by every means of addrefs and prepoffeffion, thofe commercial pri- 
vileges, and political diftinétions, which no other nation has had the | 
art or power to accamplith. 


At Kiyeng-Foo, which is about nine miles from Tong-tchew, the 
whole embaffy of all ranks alighted from their refpective carriages : 
here the inferior department found tables fpread for their refrefhment 
in,an.open yard, but covered at the fame time, with great plenty of 
cold, meats, tea, fruits, ‘&c. while the upper departments. were ferved 

with their regale in fome adjoining rooms of a very miferable“appear- 
ance. ; 


Before the proceffion re-commenced. its pcan: the conduting 
mandarin, with his ufual attention, ordered’ fome Joau, an 
harth four white wine, to be offered: to the attendants of the em- 
baffy, to fortify their flomachs, as a confiderable timne might probably 
elapfe before they would obtain any further refethment: we were 
then fummened to prepare for our departure, when @ {cene of'confae” 
fion and difturbance took place among ourfelves, which, whatever'its 
real effects might have been, was not calculated at leaft to give any very’ 

favourable 
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favourable impreffion of the manners and’ difpofition of the Englith na- 
tion.- In thort, fem the crowd of people affembled to {ee us, the neglect 
of a previous arrangement, and diftribution, of the carts, together with 
the inconfiderate eagernefs to {et off among ourfelves, it was a matter 
of no inconfiderable difficulty for the mandarins to affign the people to 
their refpective vehicles. 


At eight o’clock. we took our leave of the town of Kiyeng-Foo, 
which is a very confiderable and extenfive place: the ftrectsyf® broad 
and unpaved, and the houfes are built altogether of wood ;Sat leaft in 
the part which we traverfed there were none: aS or other 
materials. | ‘The fhops made a very pleafing appearangs, and feemed 
to be well furnifhed with their refpective cgetfmodittés. 


Of the country, which occupies ‘the few miles from this place to 
Pekin, J have little to fay, as the crowds of people that furrounded us, 
cither intercepted the view, or diftracted our attention. 


At noon we approached the fuburbs of the capital of China, and I 
cannot: but :feel: fome degree of regret, that mo alterdtion was made in 
the onditvary: ‘travelling, and fhabby appearance, ‘of the embaffy, on fuch 
an important occafion. Whatever reafons there might be to prevent 
that-difplay, which it.poffeffed fuch ample provifions to make, I can- 
not, pretend: te determine, but our cavalcade had nothing like the ap- 
pearance of an embaffy, from the firft nation in Europe, paffling 
through the moft populous city in the world. 


On entering the fuburbs, we paffed beneath:feveral very beautiful 
triunaphal: arches, ‘elegantly painted, and enriched with various fanci- 
ful omamients:. the upper part of them was fquare, with a kind of 
pent-houfe, painted of a green colour, and heightened with varnith : 
from-the,in fide of this roof was fulpended the model of an accom- 
modatipa junk, admirably executed, and adored with ribbons and 
filken ftreamers." 
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cplours. The ae are si ce ae thee refpective pur- 
pofes, but have a certain. grandeur in. their: appearance, that is en- 
livened by the very pretty manner in which. the‘articles of the ref{pec- 
tive magazines are difplayed to the view of the public, either to 
difinguith the trade, or to tempt the purchafer. 


We gmgceeded gradually through fpacious fireets, which are paved 
on eitheryfide for the convenience of foot paffengers. The whole 
way. was Wned with foldiers, and, indeed, without fuch a regulation, it 
would have ten impoffible for the carriages to have proceeded from 


thecrowd that arrenteris, 


At two o’clock we arrived’at the gates of the grand imperial city of 
Pekin, with very little femblance of diplomatic figure or importance : 
in fhort, for ] cannot help repeating the fentiment, the appearance of 
the Ambaflador’s attendants, both with refpe@ to the fhabbinefs of their 
drefs, and the vehicles which conveyed, them, bore a greater. refem- 
blance to the removal of paupers to their parifhes in England,. than.the 
expected dignity of the reprefentative of a great and powerful monarch, 


Pekin, or as the natives pronaunce it,. Pitchin, the metropolis of the 
Chinefe empire, is fituated in one hundred and fixteen degrees, af aft 
longitude, and between forty and forty-one degrees of north latitude. 
It is defended by a wall that inclofes a fquare: Epace of alfout’ twelve 
leagues in circumference: there is a grand gate. in the: center, of 
each angle, and as may Jeffer ones: at. each comer, of. the wall: they. 
are ftrongly arched, and’ fortified by a {quare’building, or tower, of 
feven ftories, that fering from the top of the gateway ; the. fides of 
which are ftrengthened by a parapet wall, with port-holes for ord- 
nance. The windows of this building are of wood, and painted to 
imitate the muzzle of a great gun, which is fo exactly reprefented, 
that the deception is not difcoverable but on a very ‘near approach : 

there 
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there are nine of thefe windows to cath: ftory on the front towards the 
fuburbs. Thefe gates are double; the firft arch of which is very 
ftrongly built ofa kind of free-ftone, and-not of marble, as has been 
‘related by fome writers: the depth of ‘it is about thirty fect, and in 
the middle of the entrance is a very ftrong door of fix inches thick, 
and fortified with iron bolts: this archway leads to a large {quare 
which contains the barracks for foldiers, confifting of mean wooden 
houfes of two ftories: on turning to the left, the fecond gateway is 
feen, whofe arch is of the fame dimenfions and appearaE as that 
already defcribed, but without the tower, 


At each of the principal gates there is a ftron rug of foldiers, 
with feveral pieces of ordnance placed oweach Tec he inne? ch 
trance, Thefe gates are opened at the dawn of day, and {hut at ten 
o’clock at night, after which hour all communication with the city 
from the fuburbs is impracticable ; nor will they be opened on any pre- 
tence, or occafion whatever, without a Ypeciat’ order from the principal 
mandarin of the city. 


“The four leffer gates are defended by a fmall fort built on the wall,, 
which.is always guarded hy a body of troops. 


The wall is about thirty feet high, and ten fect in breadth on the 
top: the foundation is of ftone, and appears about wo feet from the 
furface of the earth: the upper part is of brick, and gradually dimi- 
nifhes from the bottom to the top. Whether it is a folid ftructure, 
oronly filled up with mortar or rubbifh, is a circumftance concerning 
which I could not Procure any authentic information. 


This wall is defended by outworks and batterics, at fliort di He 
from cach other; each of them being ftrengthened by a finall fo 

though none of the fortifications are garrifoned but thofe which arth 
attached ‘to the ‘gates; and though there is a breaft-work of three feet 


high, with port-holes for cannon, which crowns the whole length cf 
thie 
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the wall, there is not # finplt gs mounted: ‘apon it.’ On the fide to- 
wards the city, it is, in fore “places, quite perpendicwlar ; and in 
others, forms a gentle declivity from: the top to the ground. -It is 
cuftomary for bodies of foldiers to patrole the wall every night during 
the time that the. Emperor refides in the city, which is from October 
to April, when his Imperial Majefty ufually goes to a favourite pa- 
lace in Tartary. From its perfect ftate of repair and general ap- 
pearance, I fhould rather fuppofe it to be of modern erection, ‘and that 
many yeays cannot have paffed away fince it underwent a complete re- 
pair, or was entirely rebuilt. 





The diftants, from the fouth gate, where we entered, to the ie 
thidugh Which we pafied obt of the city, comprehends, on the moft mo- 
derate computation, a courfe of ten miles. The principal ftreets are 
equally {pacious and convenient," being one huridred and forty feet in 
breadth, and of great length, ‘but are only paved on each fide for foot 
paffengers. The police-of thé city, however, fpares no pains to keep 
the middle part clean, and free from all kind of nuifance ; there being 
large bodies of fcavengers continually employed for that pur- 
pofe, who are affifted, as well.as controlled, in their duty by fol- 
diers ftationed in every diftriét, to enforce a due obfervance of 
the Jaws that have .been enacted, and the regulations which have 
been framed, for preferving civil order among the people, and the mu- 
nicipal ceconomics of this immenfe city. { obferved, as we paffed 
along, a great number of men who were fprinkling. the ftreets with 
water, in order to lay the duft, which, in dry weather, would not 
only be troublefome to paffengers, but very obnoxious alfo tothe 
thops ; whofe commodities muft be more or lef’s injured, were it not 
for this beneficial and neceffary precaution. 


. Though the houfes at Pekin are low and mean, when confi- 
ered with refpect to fize and domeftic accommodation, their &x- 
terior appearance is very handfome and elegant, as the ‘Chitrefe 
take a great pride in beautifying the fronts of their fhops and 

dwellings ; 
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dwellings ; the upper part of the former i¢ ornamented with a profufion 
of golden characters ; and on the roofs of the latter are frequent gal- 
Ieries, rich in painting and other decoration ; where numerous parties 
of women are feen to amufe themfelves according to the fafhion of the 
country. The pillars, which are erected before the doors of the fhops, 
are gilded and painted, having a flag fixed at the top, whofe characters 
fpecify the name and bulinefs of the owner: tables are alfo fpread 
with commodities, and lines attached to thefe pillars are hung with 
them. 


I obferved a great number of butchers {hops whofe m dl pr cutting 
up their meat refembles our own; nor can the markef of London 
boaft a better fupply of fleth than is to be Sound m Pekin. ~My cur 
ofity induced me to inquire the prices of their meat, and on my enters 
ing the fhop, I faw on a ftall before it an earthen ftove, with a grid- 
iron placed upon it; and on my employing a variety of figns to obtain 
the information I wanted, the butcher inffantly began to cut off final! thin 
flices of meat, about the {ize of a crown piece, and broiled as faft as J 
could catthem. I took about a dozen of thefe flices, which might alto- 
gether weigh feven or.cight ounces ; and when } paid him, which I did 
by giving him a ftring of caxee, or {mall coin, he pulled off, as I fup- 
pofe, the amount of his demand, which was ane conderon, or ten 
caxce, the only current money in the empire. ] faw numbers of peo- 
ple in other butchers fhops, as 1 paffed along, reguling themfelves 
with beef and mutton in the fame manner. 


The houfes for Porcelain utenfils and ornaments are peculiarly 
attractive, having a row of broad thelves, ranged above each other, on 
the front’ of their thops, on which they difpofe the moft bcautital 
fpecimens of their trade in a manner full of fancy and effect. 


Befides the variety of trades which are ftationary in this great city, 
there are many thoufands of its inhabitants who cry their goods about, as 


we fee in our own metropolis. They generally have a bamboo placed 
P acrols 
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‘ _ acrofs their fhoulders, and a bafket at cach end of it, in which they 
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carry fith, vegetables, eggs, and other fimilar articles. There are alfo 
great numbers of hawkers and pedlars, who go about with bags ftrapped 
on their fhoulders like a knapfack, which contain various kinds of 
ftuff goods, the folds of which are expofed to view. In felling thefe 
ftuffs, they ufe the cubit meafure of fixteen inches. Barbers alfo are 
feen running about the ftreets in great plenty, with every inftrument 
known in this country for fhaving the head and cleanfing the ears : 
they carr with them for this purpofe a portable chair, a portable 
ftove, and a {mall veffel of water, and whoever withes to undergo 
either of Skefe operations, fits down in the ftreet, while the operator 
performs his “office, for which he receives a mace. To diftinguifh 
Seir proteftion, they carrpa pair of large ftecl tweezers, which they 
open with their fingers, and let them clofe again with fome degree of 
violence, which produces a fhrill found that is heard at a confiderable 
diftance ; and fuch is their mode of feeking employment. That this 
trade in China is a very profttable one may be pronounced, becaute 
every man muft be fhaved on a part of the head where it is impoffible 
to fhaye himfelf. 


In feveral of the ftrects I faw perfons engaged in felling off goods 
by auction: the auctioneer ftood on a platform furrounded with the 
various ayticles he had to fell; he delivered himfelf in a loud and 
bawling manner, but the fmiling countenances of the audience, which 
was the only language I could interpret, feemed to exprefs the enter- 
tainment thcy received from his harangue. 


At cach end of the principal ftreets, for there are no fquares in 
Pekin, there is a large gateway fancifully painted, with an handfome. 
yvof coloured and varnithed ; beneath which the name of the ftreet is 


“written in golden characters: thefe arches terminate the nominal 


{treet, or otherwife there would be ftreets in fome parts of the city of 
at leaft five miles in length, which are formed into feveral divifions 


by 
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by thefe gateways. They are very handfome, as «well as central vo- 
jects, and are railed in on each fide from the foot pavement. 


The narrow ftreets are enclofed at each end with fmall lattice gates, 
which are always fhut during the night; but all the confiderable ftrect» 
are guarded both night and day by foldiers, who wear {words by ther 
fides, and carry long whips in their hands, to clear the flreets of any 
inconvenient throng of people, and to chaftife fuch as are refractory 
in ordinary decorum or good behaviour. 


Notwithftanding the vaft extent of this place, there isyhitle or no 
variety in their houfes, as I have before obferved, buyin the colours 
with which they are painted ; theysare in ‘Teality MOthingpeteeraain 
temporary booths, erected entirely for exterior fhew, and without any 


view to ftrength or durability. It is very rarc, indeed, to fee an houfe 


of more than onc ftory, except fuch as belong to mandarins, and cven 
thofe are covered, as it were, by ths walls which rife above evcry 
houfe or building in Pekin, except a lofty pagoda, and the imperial 
palace. 


There are no carriages ftanding in the ftreets for the convenience of 


the inhabitants, like our hackney coaches in London: the higher 
claffes of people keep palanquins, and others of lefs diftinction have 
covered carts drawn by an horfe or mule. 


The opinion, that the Chinefe women are excluded from the view 
of ftrangers, has very little, if any, foundation, as among the im- 
menfe crowd affembled to fee the cavalcade of the Englifh cmbaffy, 
one fourth of the whole at leaft were women ; a far greater proportion 
of that fex than is to be feen in any concourfe of people whom c\io- 
fity affembles in our own country: and if the idea is founded in tru\p, 
that curiofity is a peculiar characteriftic of the female difpofition : 
Europe, I fhall prefume to fay that, from the cagerncfs which we 






obferved in the looks of the Chinefe women as we paffcd by them, 
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that the quality which has juft been mentioned is equally prevalent 
among the fair anes of Afia, 


The women we faw on our paflage through Pekin poffeffed, in: 
gencral, great delicacy of feature, and fair fkins by nature, with which, 
however, they are not content, and therefore whiten them with cof- 
metics ; they likewife employ vermilion, but in a manner. wholly dif- 
terent from the application of rouge among our European Jadies, for 
they matkthe middle of their lips with it by a ftripe of its deepeft 
colour, which, without pretending to reafon upon it, certainly 
heightened ae effect of their features. ‘Their eyes are very. {mall,. but 
powerfully dant, and their arms extremely long and flender. 
A be ont RSME DETR the women of Pekin, and thofe we had 
already feen, as it appeared to us, was that. the former wear a fharp 
peak of black velvet or filk, which is ornamented with ftones, and 
defcends from the forehead almoft between their eyes; and that their 
feet, free from the bandages which have already been mentioned, 
were fuffered*to attain their natural growth. 


When we had paffed through the eaftern gate of the city, fome 
confufion having arilen among the baggage carts, the whole proceffion 
was obliged to halt. I, therefore, took the opportunity of eafing my 
limbs, whic were very much cramped by the inconvenience of the 
machine, and perceiving a number of women in the crowd that fur- 
rounded us, I ventured to approach them; and, addreffing them 
with the Chinefe word Chou-au, (or-beautiful) they appeared to 
be extremely diverted, and gathering round me, but with an air of 
great modefty and politenefs, they examined the make and form of 
my clothes, «s well as the texturc of the materials of which they wére 
ie oes When the carts began to move off, I took leave of thefe 

yiging females by a gentle thake of the hand, which they tendered 
tf; me with the moft graceful affubility.; nor did the men, who were 


‘prefent, appear to be at all diffatisfied with my condu@, but, on the 


contrary, exprefled, as far as I could judge, very great fatisfaction at 
2 this 


( 109 } 
this public attention I paid to their ladies. It appears, therefore, that 
in this city, the women are not divefted of a reafunable portion of their 
liberty, and, confequently, that the jealoufy attributed fo univerially 
to the Chinefe men, is not a predominant quality, at Icaft, in the 
capital of the empire. 


Among other objects-which we faw in our way, and did not fail to 
attract our notice, we met a funeral proceflion, which proved to be a 
very ftriking and folemn fpe@tacle: the coflin is covered by a canopy 
decorated with curtains of fatin, enriched with gold and flowers, and 
hung with efcutcheons: it is placed on a Jarge bier or y yattorm, and 
cafried by at leaft fifty. or fixty men, who fuppo.i iowa chow ldeys 
with long bamboos crofling each other, and march eight abreaft with 
flow and folemn-ftep. A band of mufic immediately: follows, playing 
a kind of dirge, which was not without a mixture of pleating tunes: 
the relations and friends of the deceafed perfon then followed, arrayed 
in black and white drefles.. 


Having paffed through the eaftern fuburbs of the city, we entered 


into a rich and beautiful country, when a fhort ftage of about four 


miles brought us-to one of the Emperor’s palaces named Ycumen- 
manyeumen, wherggwe arrived about five o’clock’in the afternoon, op- 
“brefied with “tariguells rom the extreme heat of the day, and the various 
ampediments which obftructed our paffage, arifing from the immenfe 


crowds of people that may be faid to have filled up the whole way. 


from Tong-tchew to this place, a journey of thirty miles. 
In a fhort tine after our arrival, we received a very fcanty and in- 


different refrefhment, when the whole fuite retired to fleep off Nhe 
fatigue of the day. 
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CHAP. Ix 


Defcription of the palace of Yeumen-manyeumen. Difagreeable circum- 
frances belonging to it. Difputes with the ndtives who guarded it. 
Lord Macartney applies for a change of fituation. The embafly re- 
moves to Pekin. Defcription of a pagoda. Arrive at the palace 
atoms UE the refidence of the embaffy. Defcription of it. The 

em 


arrang made init, Several mandarins vifit the Ambaffador 


Tue whole of this morning was employed in removing the bag- 
gage, &c.. belonging to the embafly, from the outer gateway, where 
it had been depofited, to the different apartments appointed for the 
gentlemen who compofed it. : 


The palace of Yeumcn-manyeumen is in a very low fituation, about 
a quarter of a mile from a village of the fame name, and is a very 
mean, inconvenient building of no more than one ftory. 
bs hee oe 


The entrance to this palace, if it may be faid deferve that namé 
confifted of a very ordinary {fone gateway, guarded by foldiers, and 
beyond it was a kind of parade, where the baggage was placed on its 
being taken out of the carts that had brought it hither. In the center 
of this parade there is a fmall lodge, where feveral mandarins of an 
inferior order were in waiting; and through it is the paffage that leads 
togthe body of the palace, which being no more than four feet wide, 
he carriages could make no nearer approach than to this lodge, 


The pofition of this palace is not only low, but in a fwampy 
hollow, and between two ponds of ftagnant water, whofe putrid ex- 
halations cannot add to the comfort of this unwholefome fituatien ; 
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and fome apartments which were on the banks of one of thefe ponds, 
Were occupied as barracks by the Britifh foldiers. To the weft of 
thefe buildings there is another gate, but conftruéted of wood, which 
leads to another building, where I obferved a confiderable number of 
Chinefe foldiers ; but, on my approach to take a view of them. they 
fuddenly retired, and locked the door againft me. Indeed, the native 
jealoufy of thefe people refpecting ftrangers feemed to be awakened in 
a very great degree, when they thought it neceflary to watch all our 
actions with fuch a minute and fcrutinifing attention. 


The palace, for I muft by way of diftinGion continue to give it 


that name, though unworthy the refidence of the reprytentative of a 
great monarch, is divided into two {quare courts WitiPeos? age, of 
apartments all round them, which were not only deftitute of elegance, 
but in a wretched ftatc of repair: there is a paved footway around 
them, with a wooden roof painted and varnifhed. Betore the prin- 
cipal doors of the building, and in the midft of a large court, there 
are a few trees of no very peculiar figure or beauty; but the ground 
itfelf is covered with a kind of gravel. ‘There are fome fall fields of 
grafs that belong to the place, which wear an appearance of neglect 
we fhould not have expected to find in a country where we had not 
hitherto {een an uncultivated fpot. 


The windows of the apartments confifted of lattice work covered 
with a glazed and painted paper. In the _ feafons the doors arc 
opened during the day, and their place fupptied by cooling blinds 
made of bamboo, fancifully coloured, and wrought as fine and clofe: 
as a weaver's rced ; they certainly ferved to refrefh the rooms where 
they were placed, and afforded fome degree of coolnefs to alleviate the 
heat of the day ; but at night the doors were reftored to their office, 
and thefe blinds were rolled up and faftened’to the wall over them. » 


The whole range of apartments contained no other furniture thark 


a few very common tables and chairs ; not a bed or bedftead was ta 
be 
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be feen in the whole place;.i€: was, therefore, a fortumate circum- 


ftance for us that we providently brought our cots and hammocks 
from on board the fhips, or-we thould not have flept in a bed, at. leaft 
during our refidence in China. ~The natives have no fnch comforta- 


ble article of furnituré in their houfes, but fleep on a kind of mattrefs, 


and cover themfelves with a cufhion: ftuffed and quilted with cctton. 
‘They pull off a very {mall part of their drefs when they go to reft, and 


when the weather proves cold, they increafe the number of thefe 


ccufhions as the circumftances of the feafon may require. In the place 


of bediteads they ufe a large wooden bench, which is raifed about two 
feet from the ground, and covered with a kind of elaftic bafket work 
made of bambgos, on which feven or eight perfons may fj aread t 
bodkting. f"fiave fifo teen fome of them formed of planks, and 
with carpets. 





This habitation had a moft ungracious and deferted appearance; 
and, from the ftate in which eve found it, a long time muft have 
elapfed fince it was-inhabited by any thing but centipes, fcorpions, 
and mufquetos, which infefted it in every part. It is furrounded by a 
very high and ftrong wall of ftone, which excluded every external 
object ; nor was any perfon belonging to the embaffy permitted, on 
any pretence whatever,, to pafs jts boundaries, mandarins and foldiers 
being ftationed at every avenue to keep us within the precinéts of this 
miferable abode ; ,fo that.we were in reality in a ftate of honourable 
imprifonment, withoul ty other confolation for the lofs of our liberty, 
but that we were fupplted with our daily provifions at the expenfe of 
the Emperor, . 





The Ambaffedor’s apartments were guarded both night and day by 
Brig’th centinels ; and, to fupport the dignity of his great diplomatic 
chfracter, his Excellency required that a table fhould be, in future, 
wrnifhed for himfelf and Sir George and Mr. Staunton, diftin& from 
the gentlemen of his fuite. This requifition found a ready com- 
pliance, and this day he dined in his own apartment, while the upper 

. ranks 
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rinks of thofe who attended on the embafly, had a table prepared for 
them in one of the courts, and beneath the fhade of a tree. 
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The place where the prefents were depofited, was fo expofed to the rider 


fun, that it was apprehended fome of them would reccive confiderable 
injury from their unfavourable fituation ; a temporary thed was there- 
fore immediately erected, to which they were fpoedily removed. 


Lord Macartney being very much diffatisfied with his fituation, 
made a ferious requifition for the appointment of a refidence more 
fuited to the charaéter with which he’ was invefted, as wel! as to 
the convenience and proper accommodation of the embafly. To ob- 
tain this object, Mr. Plumb, his Exccllency’s interpretef, fade tevourl 
vifits to Pekin: little, therefore, occurred worthy ofa recital during the 
remainder of our ftay in this uncomfortable abode. It continued, 
however, till the twenty-feventh day of this month, which was ap. 
pointed for the Ambaflador’s departure for Pckin ; a more commo- 
dious refidence having been allotted for the embafly, in confequence of 
Mr. Plumb’s negotiation with the Chinefe government on the occit- 
fron. 


This interval was not patied by any of the gentlemen of the {uitc, 
or the inferior attendants, with fatisfaction or patience; and Col. 
Benfon was fo hurt and mortified at being denied the liberty of pafling 
the walls of the palace, that he made an attempt to gratify his inchi- 
nations, which produced a very unpleafant affray, when he was not 
only forced back from his defign, but threatened with very illiberal 
treatment from the Chincfe who were on duty at the gates. 


Several other difputes of a fimilar nature took place between the 
faite and the natives who guarded the palace: It was, without dowt, 
a very humiliating circumftance for Englifhmen, attending allo ag 
they were upon a miffion, that by the law of nations poffeflcs the’ 
moft enlarged and univerfal privileges, to be treated in a ani 
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fo ill-{uited to their individual, as well as political, charaéter: at the 
fame time, it would, perhaps, have been more difcrect to have fpared 
thofe menaces which were continually exprefled againft perfons 
charged with an official duty, and acting under the direction of their 
fuperiors ; and to have fubmitted with patience to thofe regulations, 
which, however unpleafant, were {uch as were adopted by, and might 
be the ufage of, that government, whofe partial favour and friend- 
{hip it was the intercft, and, therefore, the duty of the Britifh em- 


bafly, by infinuating addrefs and political manceuvre,‘to obtain and 
eftablifh. 


The pleafure that was this day felt by the whole of the fuite of every 
depouanasimesrmmot cafily defcribed, when orders were received to 
prepare for quitting this horrid place on the Monday following. 


This and the fucceeding day were employed in removing the greater 
part of the baggage and prefents, which was accomplifhed, as it had 
hitherto becn, by the coolies, or porters. 


The chandeliers mathematical apparatus, together with the clocks 
and time-pieces, were left at the palace of Yeumen-manyeumen, as 
fuch frequent removals might materially injure, if not altogether fpoil 
thofe pieces of mechanifm, the wonders of whofe operations muit de- 
pend upon the delicacy of their movements. 


At ten o’clock in the morning fingle horfe carts were provided for 
the whole train of the embafly. The foldiers, mechanics, and fer- 
vants, were lodged two ina cart; and each of the gentlemen had a 
cart to himfelf; but the Ambaflador, with his fecretary and inter- 
preter, were, as before, accommodated with palanquins. 


The bufinefs of our fetting off was, as it had hitherto been, a 
Acene of confufion and diforder; but by eleven o’clock, we had, to 
eur extreme fatisfaction, bid adieu to our late uncomfortable re- 

fidence. 


( 1g ) 


fidence. We foon paffed through the village from whence the palace 
appears to derive its name, amid{t a vaft crowd of fpectators; and, at 
one o’clock, arrived at the north gate of the city of Pekin ; which is 
- the counterpart of that we have already defcribed. In our progrefs 
through the ftreets we pafled a pagoda, which is the firft we had fcen 
inChina. In our voyage up the river, or in our journey fron Tong- 
tchew to Pekin, we had not fecn one of thefe buildings, which are, 
in a great meafure, peculiar to this part of the caft, till we arrived in 
this city: itis fituated in the centcr of a very pretty garden adjoining 
to a mandarin’s palace. 


This pagoda is a fquare ftructurc, built of ftone, anti: Zineinibes 
gradually from the bottom, till it terminates in a fpire. It had 
only one gallery, which encircled it near the top, and was guarded 
by arail: a curtain of red filk at this time, hung from a projecting 
canopy, and gave this part of the building, when feen at a dif- 
tance, the appearance of an umbrella, It was feven ftories in height, 
and was without any kind of exterior ornament, but that which 
I have already deferibed. 


As our return to Pekin was not only fudden but unexpected, our 
re-entry was not particularly interrupted by the public curiofity, and, 
at half paft two in the afternoon, we arrived, withoyt having met with 
uny matcrial impediments at the princely palace, which had been ap- 
pointed for the future refidence of the embaffy. It is the propesty of 
Jobn Tuck, a name generally given by Englifhmen, but why, or 
wherefore, I cannot tell, to the Viceroy of Canton, who was now here 
asa ftate prifoner, for fome embezzlement of the public treafures, or 
other mifdemeanors refpecting his government there. 


This palace is built of a grey brick, and is extremely fpacious, con- 
taining twelve large and fix {mall courts. The bricks are cemented 
with fuch curious care, that the feams of mortar between them are as 
fmallas a thread, and placed with fuch peculiar-uniformity, that a mi- 
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nute examination is neceffary to convince the fpeclator that it is mot the 
work of a painter, rather than that of a bricklayer, and that the pencil 
has not been employed to produce the effect inftead of the trowel. 
‘Thefe bricks have the fmoothnefs of marble, are fixtcen inches in 
length, eight inches broad, and two and an half in thicknefs, 


The whole range of buildings, except two difting parts, which 
were inhabited by the Ambaflador and Sir George Staunton, occupy 
but one, though a very lofty ftory. The courts are fpacious and regu- 
lar fquares, and paved with large flat ftones. Before the building, in 


each of thefe fquares, there is a raifed terrace of about three feet, to 


whighphcueare-regular flights of fteps in the center of each angle, and, 
of courfe, correfponding with each other. Over thcfe terraces there is a 
projecting roof, which extends the breadth of them, and is fupported 
by light pillars of wood, ranged at equal diftances, and connected by 
a railing of fanciful contrivance. ‘The whole is gilt and painted with 
much prettinefs, as to pattern dnd colour; and forms a moft elegant 
piazza, that not only adds to the grandeur, but, which is a better 
thing, to the convenience of this fuperb manfion. 


Here I firft obferved the fuperiority of the Chinefe in the art of houfe 
painting, to which they give a glofs equal to japan, that not only pre- 
ferves the colours from fading, but never fuffers any injury itfelf from 
the expofition of air, or fun, or rain, I at firft confidered this effect 
to have been produced by varnifh; but I afterwards difcovered that it 
proceeded from certain ingredients with which the colours are arigi+ 
nally mixed, and not from any fecond operation. 


The apartments are very commodious and of large dimenfions ; 
fome of them were hung with a gliftening paper of a pattern, both as 
to colour and beauty, far fuperior to any I had ever {een in Europe; 
others were curioufly painted and enriched with gilding. Thofe oc. 
cupied by Lord Macartney were numerous and elegant, and con- 
tained a private theatre. ‘The latter is of a f{quare form, with a paint- 


ed 
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ed gallery which runs entirely round it for the audicncc: the flage is 
raifed from the floor about three feet, and has the appearance of a large 
platform : it is furrounded by a wooden railing, and has a paflage of 
eight feet wide all round it: behind the flage is a fuite of rooms for 
the convenience of the aétors, who drefs in them, or retire thither to 
make any ncceffary transformation in their characters during the per- 
formance. The building is very lofty, and the réof clegantly painted. 


The apartments of Sir George Staunton were alfo very handfome and’ 


convenient. The whole fuite were likewife accommodated in a manner 
that gave them the moft entire fatisfaction. 


"The windows are covered with glazed paper, and the doors of the 
principal rooms confift of gilded frame-work, which is fitted up with 
fine filk gauze, inftead of glafs. The frames, both of the doors and 
windows, are richly gilt ; and, in the warm feafons, the forraer being 
always kept open, a curtain, if it may be fo called, of painted fret- 
work, made of bamboo, fupplies their place, as ] have already obferved 
in former defcriptions. 


In feveral courts of the palace there are artificial rocks and ruins of 
no mean contrivance, which, though not very congenial to their fitua- 
tion, were formed with confiderable fkill, and were, in themfelves, 
very happy imitations of thofe objects they were defigned to repre- 
fent. "To. thefe may be added, the triumphal arcHes, which arife, 
with all their fanciful devices, in various parts of the building. 


This noble manfion is of great extent, and calculated to afford every 
kind of princely accommodation ; but, with all its magnificence, as to 
the number of the apartments, and the general difplay of the whole, 
its only furniture was fome chairs and tables, and a few {mall plat- 
forms covered with carpets and bamboo matting. 


Beneath the floor, in each of the principal apartments, is a ftove, or 
furnace of brick-work, with a circular tube that is conducted round 
5 the 


TQ? 
eae 


Augui 


1993: 


—n: 


Auguft. 


Tuefday 27. 


( 8 ) 


the room where it ftands, which is fufficient alfo to warm the apartment 
above it. They are, in cold weather, conftantly fupplied with char- 
coal, and communicate their heat in the manner of our hot-houfes in 
England. The houfes here have no chimnies that I could difcover, 
and, of courfe, no other means of adminiftering heat can be employed 
but thofe which have juft been mentioned. 


At four o’clock in the afternoon, the whole fuite fat down to dinner, 
which confifted, as ufual, of a great variety of ftews and hafhes. In- 
deed, a joint of meat is feldom or ever feen, but on feftival days; of 
which I fhall fpeak more hereafter. His Excellency and Sir Gcorge 
Staunton dined together. But withall the fuperiority of accommodation 
We enjoyed here, we continued to be guarded with the fame fufpici- 
ous vigilance as in our late refidence. On no pretence whatever was 
any one permitted to pafs the gates, and every acceffible part of the 
place was under the active care of military power. 


This palace, according to the reports of the country, was cre@ed by 
the Viceroy of Canton, from the fruits of his exertions during his 
government there, and particularly on the fhipping of the Englith 
nation at that port ; for which acts of injuftice and oppreflion he was, 
as 1 have before mentioned, at this time, a prifoncr at Pekin. The 
money expended on this immenfe building amounted to ninety-feven 
thoufand pounds ‘fterling. A moft enormous fum in a country where 
the materials for building, and the labour which puts them together, 
are to be obtained at fo cheap a rate. 


This day was principally occupied in arranging the various apart- 
ments for the convenience of the gentlemen, &c. to whom they were 
allotted, as well as in providing fuitable places for the reception of the 
heavy baggage. 


The cloths and bale goods, with that part of the more valuable pre- 
fents which were of the fmalleft compafs, were dittributed between 
4 the 
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the apartments of Lord Macartney and Sir George Staunton: the re- 
mainder was removed to feveral large chambers, which formed a large 
and commodious magazine for their reception. The fix pieces of 
fmall ordnance and two mortars were placed in the inner court, with 
all their appendages, and mounted on their carriages, in front of the 
Ambaflador’s apartments. 


Thefe arrangements being made in the moft proper and convenient 
manner which our fituation would admit, it remained for us to wait 
with patience, till his Imperial Majefty’s pleafure fhould be known, 
whether the embaffy was to proceed to Tartary, or to be cooped up in 
its prefent abode till the ufual feafon of his Majefty’s return to the 
capital of his empire. To obtain this intelligence fo important to us, 
a mandarin had been difpatched, on our arrival at Tong-tchew, to the 
Emperor’s fummer refidence in Tartary, and we were in continual 
expectation of the return of this meffenger. 


In the courfe of this day, the Britifh Ambaffador was vifited by a 
company of mandarins, among whom were feveral perfons, natives of 
France, who had been of the order of jefuits; but being prohibited 
from promulgating their doctrines in this country, had affumed its drefs 
and manners ; and, on account of their learning, -had been elevated to 
the dignity of mandarins. Thefe French gentlemen, who were, as 
may be very readily conceived, well acquainted with: the interefts. of 
the country in which they were now naturalized, encouraged Lord 
Macartney to hope for the moft fatisfactory and beneficial iffue of the 
embafly which he conducted. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


Lord Macartney recerves notice, that it is the Emperor’s pleafure to re- 
ceive the embaffy at the Imperial refidence in Tartary. The perfons 
feleéted to attend the Ambaffador in bis progrefs thither. The particu- 
lar occupations afigned to thofe who were left at Pekin. Arrange- 
ments for the journey into Tartary. Leave Pekin; circumftances of 
the journcye 
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arenarn THE Ambaffador received a vifit this morning from the mandarin 
ugutt, 


Wednes-  Van-T'adge-In, who informed his Excellency, that the meffenger who 

day 28- had been fent to know his Imperial Majefty’s pleafure refpecting the 
Britifh embafly, was returned; and that the Emperor defired the Am- 
baffador to proceed to Tartary, where he wifhed to fee him, and to 
receive his credentials. 


Thurfdayeg, ‘This morning the final arrangements were made refpecting that part 
of the fuite who were to accompany the embaffy into Tartary. They 
confifted of 

Sir George Staunton, 
Mr, Staunton, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Benfon, 
Captain Mackintofh, of the Hindoftan, 
Lieutenant Parifh, 
Lieutenant Crewe, 
Mr. Winder, 
Doctor Gillan, 
Mr. Plumb, the interpreter, 
Mr. Baring, and, 
My. Huttner. 
~ Mr 
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Mr. Maxwell remained -at Pekin, with. three fervants, in order to 
fettle the houfchold of. the Ambalfador, as, on his return from Tar- 
tary, It was intended that his eftablifhment and appearance {hould be, 
in every refpect, fuited to the charaiter and dignity of the fovereign 
whofe reprefentative he is. 


Doctor Scott was. alfo:to ‘be left, in ordey.to take care of feveral of 
the foldiers and fervants, who were, .at this time, very much afflicted 
with the bloody flux.. 


Mr. Hickey and Mr. Alexander were to be employed in preparing 
the portraits of their Britannic Majefties, which, with the {tate canopy, 
were to be the appropriate furniture of the prefence chamber ‘of the 


Ambaflador.. 


Doctor Dinwiddie and Mr...Barrow were to regulate the prefents 
that had been left at the palace of Yeymen-manyeumen, and to put 
them in a ftate to be prefented to. the Emperor, gn.the Ambaffador’s 
return to Pekin. | 


The guards, muficians, and fervants received orders. to hold them- 
felves in readinefs, to fet out on Monday-orning, with no other bag- 
gage but their bedding, and fuch neceflaries as were abfolutely in- 
difpenfable on the occation. 


The gentlemen of the fuite were likewife requefted to content thein- 
felves with the uniform of the embaffy, a common fuit of clothes, and 
fuch other articles as they might judge to be abfolutely neceflary for 
their own comfort, and the formality of the occafion. 


Mr. Maxwell received orders to diftribute to each of the muficiana 
and fervants, a fuit of the ftate liveries, in order that the attendants 
might appear in that uniform drefs, which would add to the dignity 


gad fplendor of the Ambaffador’s entrance into Jehol. a 
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The carpenters were employed--thig moming in unpacking an old 
travelling chaife belonging to Sir George Staunton, in which Lord 
Macartney propofed. to travel to Jehol... This carriage greatly at- 
tracted the notice of the Chinefe,'-who flocked about it to fee the na- 
ture of its conftruction, and the materials of which it was formed, 


_ which they examined with a very.fingular curiofity; and fome of 


them were fo anxfous to-underftand.al its parts, that they made 
various drawings ef it. But fo familiar are the.eyes of. thefe peo- 
ple to the glare and.glitter of colours and gilding, .that, however 
they might admire the mecghanifm and contrivanct of the carriage, 
they did not hefitate to exprefs’ their difapprobation . of its exterior 
appearance; which, I muft own, did not poffefs any “7 uncommon 
degree of attraction. 


At noon Mr. Plumb came to inform the fuite,:on the part of Van- 
Tadge-In, the attendant mandarin, that fuch as preferred to travel on 
horfeback, were to give in their names, that horfes might be pre-. 
pared for thems,and thofe who chofe the conveyance by carts, Should 
be provided accordingly. 


After thefe travelling arrangements were fettled, the muficians, fer- 
vants, &cc.. attended. at Mr. Maxwell’s .apartment, to receive the 
clothes in which.they were to make their public appearance at Jchol. 
A large cheft was.produced on the.occafion full of clothes: they were 
of green cloth, laced with gold; but their appearance awakened a 
fufpicion that they had already been frequently . worn, and on 
tickets, fewed to the linings, were written the names of their for- 
mer wearers; and as many.of thefe tickcts appeared, on examin- 
ing them, to be the viliting. cards of Monfieur de la Luzerne, 
the late French Ambaffador, it is more than probable, that they had 
been made up for fome gala, or fete, given by that minifter. But 
whether they were of diplomatic origin, or had belonged to the 
theatres, is of no confequence, they were never intended for actual 
feryice, being made only for a few temporary occafions, whatever they 

might 
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might be. With thefe hhabiliments, however, fuch as they were, 
every man fitted himfelf, as well as he could, with coats and waift- 
coats; as there was a great dearth of fmall-clothes, of which there 
were not moze in the whole package than were fufficient for the ac- 
commodation of fix perfons. The Chinefe may not be fuppofed to be 
capable of diftinguifhing on the propriety of our figure, in thefe ili- 
fuited uniforms ; but we certainly appeared in a very ftrong point of 
ridicule to each other. The two couriers were furnifhed with beaver 
helmets, but not an hat was diftributed to accampany thefe cusious 
liveries ; which, after all, the fervants,were ordered not to put on 
till the day when they were to add fo much to the entry of the 
embaffy into Jehol. 


When the chaife was put in complete order for the journey, a diffi- 
culty arofe, againft which, as it was not forefeen, no provifion could. be 
made; and this was no lefs than to get a couple of poftillions: at 
length, however, a corporal of infantay, who had once been a pott- 
boy, offered his fervice, and a light-horfeman was osdeted to affift him 
in conducting the carriage. 


This morning fuch of the prefents and baggage as were intended to 
be forwarded to Tartary, were fent off: fome of them were carried by 
mules, others in carts; but the more valuable articles, and thofe of 
delicate fabric and curious conftruction, were borne By men.. 


This important bufinefs being difpatched, a great number of hories 
were brought to the palace; when each of the gentlemen and the other 
perfons of the fuite wh® propofed to ride, made choice of his horte 5 
and ‘the animals which were thus felected for the fervice of the ap- 
proaching joumcy, were then delivered to thofe perfons whofe office 
it was to take proper care of them till the time of our departure. 


The poftillions were permitted to exercife the horfes in the chaife 
for an hour, through the ftreets of Pekin, They were. guarded gt 
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by mandarins and foldiers; and, indeed, fuch were the crowds which 
aflembled to fee. this extraordinary {pectacle, that fome kind of autho- 
rity and exertion was neceflary to give the drivers an opportunity of 
fhewing their kill, and: exhibiting the cquipage and its apparatus to 
advantage. The*gorporal being alfo furnifhed on the occafion with 
the jacket, helmet, &c. of the light -horfe, the ee not only 
made an uniform, beta very pretty, appesrance: 


The Ambaffador: received a’ vifit from feveral mandarins ; when the 
band played an the ftage of the theatre for their entertainment. 


Lieut. Parifh exercifed his men in the ordnance evolutions, to keep 
tiem jin practice, as it was thought very probable that, on prefenting 
the artillery to the emperor, he might defire to fee an exhibition of 
European tactics, 


As it was ordered that the ¢mbaffy fhould fet’ out to-morrow mom. 
ing at two o’clock, fome of the baggage, to prevent as much as pof- 
fible the confufion which had been hitherto experienced, was fent 
forward this evening. 


Soon after one o’cleck this morning, the drums were beat through 
all the courts of the palace, and in half an hour the whole fuite was 
in motion. ‘The bedding was then fent on in carts; and the Ambaf- 
fador, with his attendants, having made a flight breakfaft, quitted the 
palace at half an hour paft three o’clock, under a ftrong efcort of 
Chinefe ely: But, even at this early hour, the crowd of fpece 
tators was fo great to fee our departure, that the progrefs of the ca- 
valcade was very much impeded, efpecially the carriage of the Am- 
baffador, which, fram the concourfe of people, and the aukwardnefs 
of the horfes that had not been properly broke into ‘theic new geer, 
was for fome time very much delayed, 


F) At 
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At feven o'clock we paffed through the city gate, and in about 
half an hour had exchanged the fuburbs for a very rich and finely- 
cultivated country. The road, though very broad, had no pavement 
in the center, like that which leads . from Tong-tchew to Pekin. At 
the end of fix miles we ftopped at a confiderable village called Chin- 
gibo, where we flayed to take the ufual refrefhments of the morning, 
which have been fo often mentioned. Our route was then continued 
through a great number of villages, and near two o'clock arrived at 
one of the Emperor’s palaces named Nanfhifhee, where we were 
appointed to remain during the firft night of our journey. 


The mandarin Van-Tadge-In, whom I have had fuch frequent 
ovcafion to mention, rather increafed than diminifhed his activity on 
the ‘prefent journey ; which might arife, perhaps, from our being 
more particularly under the Imperial care and protection. We were 
here provided with every requifite accommodation, and in a very 
comfortable ‘manner. ‘To our dinner each day was added a regale of 
Jooaw and famtfhoo: the former is a Iter wine of the country ; and 
the latter, a very firong {pirit diftilled from rice and millet, whole 
appearance refembles that of Britifh gin. 


In the, evening the foldiers were exercifed by Lieutenant Col. 
Benfon. , 


~ ‘We computed the joumey of this day to be about twenty-five miles ; 
and,, thongh it may, appear but dull travelling to perfons accuftonied 
te, the expedition of Englith roads, it will be confidered as no very 
tardy. progrefs, when. the obftacles, are known which tended to im- 


Th fame horles were to take us the whole journcy, and the fame 
men, to. carry the baggage; befides, the whole of our provifions 
was ordered and dreffed at the feveral places through which we 
palled on the road, and conveyed in bowls, carcfully covered up 
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in trays, ort men’s fhoulder$;to ‘every Rage of our r joumey, for our 
refrefhment there. 


The diftance frorn Pekin ‘to Jehol is one hundred and fixty miles,. 
which was divided into pretty nearly equal journies of feven days. 
This arrangement was made that the embafly might be accommodated 
each day beneath an* Imperial roof; as the Emperor, for his own 
convenience and dignity, has a certain number of palaces built at 
equal diftances on‘the road from Pekin to his fummer refidence in 
Tartary. This privilege was confidered to be a moft flattering mark 
of diftinétion, as it is never granted to the -firft mandarins of the 
empire. 


Of this palace we can fay but little, as mo parts of it were open to. 
us. but thofe which we inhabited. It did not rife higher than one 
ftory; nor, from what we had an opportunity of feeing, did it ap- 
pear that the interior apartmerfts were fuperior tothe external form ; 
which had nothing either of ‘elegance or figure’ to attract atrention. 
The central part-pf the courts was planted with trees-.and flowers 
of various. kinds, which had a very pleafing effe&@. An extenfive 
garden furrounded. tht palace, but we could not, to our very’ great 
difappointment, obtain accefs to it. 


We continued dur journey at four o’tlock this moming, with the 
fame guard of Chinefe cavalry; and, after having: pafled the village 
of Cantim, which. poffeffes the ufual charadtesiftic of every Chinele 
village we have yet feen, an-overflowing population, we arrived ae-the 
town of Wheazou, a place of forge corfiderations ‘and, after thé-ufual. 
refrefhments, proceeded -beneath a burning .fan along dutty -roade, 
but through a very fertile country, to. the palace-of Chanchin; where 
we arrived at one o’clock. It is a very extenfive building of onw:itery 
throughout, and contains ten or twelve {pacious courts, furrounded, 
with piazzas, and adored with a garden, inthe center, planted with 
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trees and fhrubberies that were interfected by walks. ‘The country 
around it boafts a continuation of that fertility which has been already 
mentioned. It was enclofed, and fed innumerable herds of cattle and 
flocks of fheep: the former are fmall but very fat, but the fheep are 
both large and fat, with white faces, and a fhort thick tail, which is 
a lump of fat, and weighs feveral pounds. 


We fet off this morning at five o’clock. The diftant country ap- 
peared to be mountainous, and rofe boldly in the horizon. That 
fertility of which fo much has been faid, began fenfibly to diminith, 
and the richnefs of the foil was proportionably decreafing. At half 
paft feven o’clock we.arrived at a fmall village, called Cuaboocow, 
where we breakfafted, and, from fome accidental circumftanct, not 
in the ufual ftile of plenty, in a place like a farm yard. 


The road, as we proceeded on our journey, became extremely 
rugged and difagreeable, and the heet of the weather continucd 
without any alleviation. 


At noon we faw -a very large walled city, called Caungchumfoa ; 
the walls of which were built of ftone, and, though not fo lofty, im 
the fame form as thofe of Pekin. 


Wepaffed at leaft two hundred dromedaries and camels carrying 
very heavy loads of wood and charcoal, as it appeared, to the city 
which. has been juft mentioned. This large drove was under the 
direétion of one man, who feemed to manage them all tvithout the 
leat difficulty. Thefe animals are among the moft docile of the 
brute«creation ; befides, the length of time they can faft, and the 
burthens they can bear, render them invaluable in the commerce of 
the eaft. . . 


The palace where the embafly was reccived at the end of this day’s 


journey, derives its name from the city of Caungchumfoa, near which it 
ftands : 
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1793 ~~ ‘ftands: it is furrounded with gardens, but has little to diftinguith ie 
Saabs, {rom thofe which we have already inhabited. 

ptember. 

‘This was the moft fatiguing and unpleafant day of our whole route, 
both from the heat of the weather and the badnefs of the road, which 
was fo rugged and narrow in many places, that fome of the.carts were 
overturned ; but, happily, without any accident to thofe whom they 
conveyed, 
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CHAP. XL 


Arrive at-the town of Waung-chauyeng. Defcription of Chinefe fol- 
diers, Sc. Pafs the great wall. Defeription of it. The different 
appearance of Tartary and China. « Pafs an extraordinary mountain. 
Arrive at the palace of Chaung-/hanuve ; the circumflances of it. 
Example of the induftry of the peafants, and the cultivation of the 
country.’ Some account of the tenure by which lands are held in 

China. Arrive at the palace of Callachottueng. Defeription of it. 
Marangements -fertled for the manner in which the embaffy was ro 
make its entrance into Febol. 


AS the country was now become very irregular and mountaincus, 
the roads were proportionably fatiguiny. At nine we arrived at the 
town of Waung-chauyeng. At a {mal§ diftance from it, we paffed 
an arch of geeat ftrength, which ftretched acrofs a-alley to unite the 
oppofite hills, and is guarded by a broad wall on either fide of it. 
A little further, the road proceeds up a very ftcep hill, on the top 
of which there is a fort, with a ftrong wall or Ywmpart ftretching on 
either fide of it, to the diftance of two or three mMes. From the cle- 
vated fituations which the inequality of the road frequently offered, 
this wall was a very vifible object in its whole extent, and appeared to 


be in a ftate of decay. 


Beneath the fort is a ftrong, thick, ftone asc, through which 
the road conducted us down a hill, whofe declivity was fuch, as to 
oblige. the drivers to have but one horfe in cach carriage, and to fecure 


a wheel with ropes, to prevent a too rapid defcent. At the bottom of 


this hill, and in a moft romantic valley, ftands the town of Waung- 
chauyeng, which refembles thofe places of the fame kind that have 


been already defcribed, except in the urifurmity of them ; this being 
Ss built 
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buile with greater irregularity than any we have yet feen. It is about & 


September. mile in length, as well as 1 could judge from our paflage through it, 


but I had no opportunity of afcertaining its breadth: populous it was, 
of courfe, and appeared to be a very bufy place. 


After breakfaft we proeceded towards a {pot on our journey of which 
we had ali heard or rtad with wonder and aftonifhment ; which fo few 
Europeans had ever feen, and which no one of our own country would 
probably ever fee but ourfelves: this was the, great wall, the ancient 
boundary of China and Tartary, through whofe portals our paflage 
lay. 


At the end of the town which has been juft mentioned, there vas 
a temporary triumphal arch erected in honour of. the embaiffy, (finely 
decorated with ftreamers and filks of various colours ; at the entrance 
ef which the Ambaffador was faluted with three guns. There we 
paffed between a double line of foldiers, which extended on either fide 
of the road, from the triumghal 'gateway towards the great wall. 


Thefe were the only foldiers we had yet feen in Chita, who pof-. 


feffed a martial appearance; and, according to my notion of fuch 


things, I never faw,a finer difplay of military parade. They were 
drawn up ina verytegular manner, each regiment being diftinguifhed. 
by a different drefs, and divided:into companies: thefe were ranked 
in clofe columns, and in their front ftood the officers with twa ftands. 
of.colours. They were all arraytd ina kind of armour, which confifted, 
of a loofe coat.or robe, in imitation of a coat of mail, with fteel hel-. 
mets that covered their heads and fheuldess. Their implements of 
war were various, comprifing matchlocks, fabres, daggers, {pears,, 
halberts, lances, bows and arrows, with fome ether weapons,. 
of which I knew not the name, and cannot particularly . defcxibe. 
Thofe companies of foldiers who wore no warlike inftrument but the 
{word, had a fhield to accompany it. In fhort, every one of thefe 
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military divifions. was diftinguifhed by their drefs and arms, and 
arranged with the utmoft propriety, not merely as to regularity of po- 
fition in their general diftribution, but as to the effect of contratt in 
the variety of external appearance. On each fide of the road there 
were feventcen of thefe divifions, each confifting, as I fhould think, 
of about eighty men; and a band of muficians, placed ina building, 
erected, as it appeared, for the occafion, contmucd to play, as the 
cavalcade ofthe Englith embaffy paffed between the lines. 


On approaching the wall, there were, cantonments for a confidera- 
ble army, at the extremity of which there is a very ftrong gateway, 
uilt of ftone, and ftill ftrengthened with the addition of three 
Se iron doors; on paffing them, you enter at once into Chinefe 
Tartagy. On the outfide of another gateway is a ftrong redoubt, 
from whence I afcended the hill, and contrived to get on the top of the 
great wall which formerly feparated the two empires. 


This wail is, perhaps, the moft ftpendous work ever produced 
by man: theength of it is fuppofed ta be upwardgef twelve hundred 
miles, and: its height in the place where I ftood upon it, for it, varies 
in its circumftances, accurding to the nature’of the furface, is upwards 
of thirty feet, and it is about twenty-four feet byoad. The foundation 
is formed of large {quare ftones, and the reft Nk the middle is of 
tempered earth, covered with broad ftones : there ‘is alfo a parapet 
wall or breaft-work of ftone, three feet thick, on cach fide of an 
embattled wall. 


When it is confidered that this immenfe ftructure is not merely 
carried along’level ground, but pafles over immmenfe rivers, where it 
affumes the form of bridges, fome of which centain double rows of 
immenfe arches ; or ftretches, in the fame expanfive fhape acrofs deep 
vallies, to conneét the mountains that form them; and that it not only 


defcends, but alfo afcends, the fteepeft declivities ; the idea of its gran- 
Sz deur, 
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1793: deur, and the active labour employed in conftructing it, in the fhort 
September. {pace of a few years, is not eafily grafped by the ftrongeft imagina- 
tion. 


Where it climbs the heights, the afcent is aided by large flights of 
fteps, fo that the paflage along it is at once eafy, fecure, and uninter- 
rupted. In fhort, itYormed 2 fine military way, by which the armies 
of China, employed to defend its frontier againft the Tartars, 
could march from one end of the kingdom to the other, There are: 
alfo, at proper diftances, {trong towers, from whence, by certain 
fignals, an alarm could be communicated, in a very fhort fpace of 
time, acrofs the whole empire ; and wherever the wall attains oe 
fummit of an hill, or mountain, there is a ftrong fort a to 
watch the excurfions and movements of the enemy. 


The part of this wall, on which I ftood, commanded a very exten- 
five view of it, with all the ropiantic feenery connected with it. From 
hence I faw the amazing rt take its courfe for many miles over a 
beautiful plain, “watered by a layge river, which it ¢#offed in the 
form of a bridge. A little to the weftward it afcends a very lofty 
mountain, which, on that fide, completes the profpect. 


But the moft ftupd ndous works of man muftat length moulder away ; 
and fince Tartary and China are become one nation, and, confequently, 
‘fubje& to the fame government, the wall has loft its importance ; 
it being no longer neceffary for defence or fecurity, no attention is now 
paid to its prefervation; fo that the time is approaching when this 
ftupendous monument of perfevering labour; when this unparalleled 
effort of national policy, will become.an enormous length of ruins, 
and an awful example of decay: many parts of it are already fallen 
down, and others threaten to encumber the plain that they were 
reared to defend. 


One: 
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One of the mandarins informed me, as we were walking together on 
the wall, that, according to the hiftorics of his country, it had been 
finithed upwards of-two thoufand years ago ; and, confequently, two 
hundred years before the Chriftian cra. 


I muft,.however, acknowledge that, after all, this renowned barrier 
of China did not, altogether, fatisfy my expcéations. ‘Ihe wonder 
of it confifts in its extent, of which a {mall part is to be feen, and the 
fhort time in which it was erected, may equally aftonifh by reading an 
account of it. When I ftood on the top of it, I was {till obliged to 
exercife my imagination as to the aftonifhing circumftances connected 
with it, and faw it alfo in a comparative view with natural objects in- 


finssdly fuperior, at leaft, to any partial appearance of it. 


When we had paffed the wall, there was’ an immediate change in 
the appearance of the country, as well as the temperature of the feafon. 
Inftead of a level range of various ani unceafing cultivation, of the 
habitations of wealth, the crowd of pppulation, and the exertion of 
induftry ; we beheld a wide and barren watte, finkipg inte yallies, and 
rifing into mountains ; where no harveft waved, no villages poured 
forth its inhabitants, or fplendid manfions enriched the fcene. The 
traveller, however, is amply compenfated ‘by\he varicty of natural 
objects which prefent themfelves to him ; and theNover of picurefque 
beauty finds, amidft all the increafing inconveniencies of his journcy, a 
fource of enchantment which makes him forget them all. 


At the diftance of about feven miles from the great wall, we came 
to the foot of a very high mountain, which the carts could not af- 
cend without an additional number of horfes, The pailage through 
this mountain ‘is another proof of the genius and indefatigable {pint 
of the Chinefe people in all works that relate to public utility. « Teas 
thirty feet in breadth, cut through a folid rock; and, which is the 
more extraordinary part of this undertaking, the incifion made from 


the top of the mountain to the furface of the road, is, at Jeaft, one 
* hundged 
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hundred feet':—a Mupendous Jabour. But: with this aid in eafing | 
the paflage, the beginning of the afcent has a very fearful appear- 
ance; but on the other fide the way flopes down with a gentle decli- 
vity between two large mountains towards a beautiful valley. 


At two o’clock, we arrived at the palace of Chaung-fhanuve, which 
is fituated on a fmalf elevation, at the diftance of a mile and a half 
from the bottom of the hill which has been juft defcribed. It is of 
large dimenfions, and furrounded by an high wall, being the refidence of 
a confiderable number of the Emperor’s women ; many of whom I faw 
peeping over the partition which feparated their apartments from 
the part of the palace affigned to the accommodation of the ¢ 
bafly. Though it was not permitted for any of the Ambaff 
fuite, as may well be fuppoted, to vifit thefe ladies ; the Sadia ‘of 
them, who were all eunuchs, came to vifit us.- There were, indced, 
feveral mandarins among them, to whom was configned the care and 
conduct of the female ran ee This palace was furrounded with 
very extenfiye gardens, but, fim the particular fervice to which it was 
applied, it would“wave been a ftrong mark of folly, as well as an idle 
rifk of danger, to have made any attempt to fee them. 


We left pean at this morning,-at half paft fix, and found 
the weather extrenpély cold and piercing. The road continued to take 
the’ form of the country, which was very mountainous and irregular, 
as well as naked, and without,any other marks of cultivation but fuch 
as denoted the poverty of it. But this barren appearance does not 
proceed from the inactivity of the inhabitants, who feize on every 
fpot capable of being tilled, and in fituations which are acceffi- 
ble onfy to the adventurous peafant; whom neceflity impels to ga- 
ther a fcanty and dangerous harveft. One example of this hazardous 
induftry, which I obferved this morning, will fufficiently illuftrate the 
barrennefs of the country, and the {pirit of its feattered inhabitants. 


On 
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Org a very high mountain I difcovered feveral diftinct patches of 179. 
cultivated ground, in fuch a ftate of declivity, as to be altogether in- Spur. 
acceffible ; and while I was confidering the means which the ownir 
of them-muft employ to plant and gather his vegetables on thefe 
alarming precipices, I beheld him a¢tually employed in digging a fingll 
fpot near the top of the hill, and ina fituation where it appeared to me to 
be impoffible, without fome extraordinary contrivance, for any one tu 
ftand, much lefs to be following the bufinefs of a gardener. A more 
minute examination informed me, that this poor peafant had a rope 
faftened round his middle, which was fecured at the top of the moun- 
tain, and by which this hardy cultivator lets himfelf down to any part 
of the precipice where a few fquare yards of ground gave him encou- 
ragetyent to plant his vegetables, or his com: and in this manher he 
had dtcorated the mountain with thof little cultivated {pots that hung 
about t Near the bottom, on an hillock, this induftrious peafant had 
erected a wooden hut) furrounded with a fmall piece of ground, planted 
with cabbages, where he fupported, by shis hazardous induftry, a wife 
and family. The whole of thefe cultivatc fpots do not amount to more’ 
than half an acre ; and fituated, as they dre, at configeral#le diftances 
from each other; and, abftracted from the contindal danger he en- 
‘counters, the dajly fatigue of this poor man's life, they offer a very 
curious exampke of the natural induftry of the Chinefe people. 


It is, certainly, a wife policy in the governmen? of China to re- 
ceive the greater part of the taxes in the produce of the couutry ; and! 
is a confiderable. fpur to improvement and induftry in every clafs of 
the people, who arc to get their bread by the exertions of genius, or the. 
Sweat of their brow. The landlord, alfo, receives the gieater part of: 
his rents in the produce of his farms; and the farmer pays lus fer- 
vants, im a great meafure, by giving them pieces of wafte uncultivated 
land, where there are any, with occafional encouragement to excite 
their induftry. Such are the cuftoms whigh prevail throughout China, 
and tend fo much to preferve the profperity, and promote cultivation. 


of every part of that extenfive empire. 
, 1 By 
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By ten o’clock this morning we arrived at the palace of Calla- 
chottueng, near a fmall village of the fame name, where we remained 
the whole of this day, on account of the length of the next ftage ; 


and in order to make a more equal divifion of the reft of our journey. 


This palace is fituated in a plain, between two very large: and lofty 
mountains: in form’ and external appearance it refembles thofe 
we have already defcribed; but appears to be of modern erection ; 
and its apartments are fitted up in a better ftyle than any: we had yet 
feen. In fome of the courts there were artificial roins, a favourite ob- 
ject in the ornamental gardening of this country, furrounded with 
plots of verdure. 


As the embaffy now approached the termination of its journdy, and 

was foon to appear before the fovereign, to obtitin whofe favour and 
friendfhip it had traverfed fo large a part of the ‘globe, the Ambaffa- 
dor gave orders for rehearfingg the proceffion, with which we were to 
make. our appearance at i pe court. This evening, therefore, 
the ceremonial ‘was arranged, and performed, under the direction of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Benfon, and approved by the Ambaffador. The. 
band played the Duke of York’s march during the time of our ree 
hearfal. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. XIU. 


Arrive at the palace of Callachotrefoang fu. Stop at one of the Em- 
3 : ae 
peror’s pagodas. The public entry into Febol ; and circumflances of it. 
Defcription of the palace provided for the Britifh embaffy. A principal 
mandarin pays a vifit of ceremony to the Ambaffador. Singular con- 
duct refpeting the provifions fupplicd for the faite. The pre- 
fents unpacked and difplayed, An account of them. 


‘ 
We fet off this morning at fix o’clock, when the air was cold and 
piercihg, and paffed through a very hilly and mountainous country. 
After having breakfafted at a village of the name of Quanthanglin, the 
route was continued. 


The villages we now paffed were welh peopled, buytli@ difference is 
very great indeed between the population, as well as cultivated 
ftate, of China and Tartary. On this fide of the wall, the picture is 
extremely varied, the face and productions cf the country are no 
longer the fame ; nor were there any towns of ‘onfideration in the 
latter part of our journey. 


At two o'clock in the afternoon we arrived, very much fatigued by 
the badnef{s of the roads, and the jolting faculties of our carriages, at 
the palace of Callachotrefhangfu. It is a fpacious and noble edifice, 
but has not been lately inhabited ; as might well be fuppofed, from the 
great number of {quirrels running about the-courts, and haunting the 
apartments, 


The embaffy continued its route at fix o’clock, and, in about two 
hours, arrived at one of the Emperor’s pagodas, about three miles from 
a the 
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the Imperial refidence. There a more abundant difplay of refrefh- 
ments was prepared than we had feen for fome time, from the diffi- 
culty of procuring them in the country through which we paffed. 
Some time was alfo neceflary for every part of the fuite to arrange 
their drefs, and fettle their appearance. At half paft nine, however, 
we arrived at a fmall village, called Quoangcho, at about the diftance 
of a mile from Jehol! Here the fuite alighted from their horfes and 
carriages, and put themfelves in a ftate of preparation for the entry ; 
which proceeded in the following manner, amidft a prodigious con- 
courfe of people, whom curipfity had led to fee fuch a fpectacle as 
they had never feen before, and will never, I believe, behold again. 


"The foldiers of the royal artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Parith; 
The light-horfe and infantry, commanded by Lieutenant Crewe; 
The fervants of the Ambaffador, two and two; 

The couriers ; , 
The mechanics, two and tw ; 
-'The muficians, two and np: 
The gentleméngf the.fuite, two and two; 
Sir George Staunton-in a palanquin ;. 
‘The Ambaffador and Mr. Staunton in the poft-chaife, with a black- 
boy, dreffed in a turbgn, behind it, clofed the proceffion. 


There was, indeed, fomewhat of parade in all this bufinefs, 
but it¥’was by no means calculated to imprefs a favourable idea 


_ of the greatnefs of the Britith nation, on the minds of thofe who 
beheld it: they might be pleafed with its novelty; but gt did not, 


in any degree, poffefs that characteriftic appearance which was fo 
neceffary on the prefent occafion. The military departments made a re- 
{pectable figure, and the gentlemen of the fuite cannot be fuppofed 
for a moment to derogate from the diplomatic character in which 
they were involved; but the reft of the company exhibited a very 
aukward appearance : fome wore round hats, fome cocked hats, and 
others ftraw hats: fome were in whole boots, fome in half boots, and 

others 


